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Behind Every Great 
Day is a Great Night

Book early and 
SAVE UP TO 20%
Visit ChoiceHotels.com/arizona-hotels
or call 888.846.9375 and get 
our Best Available rate.

Advance reservations required. Advance Purchase rate off er only available online and cannot be combined with any other discount 
or off er. Subject to availability at participating hotels throughout Arizona. ©2015 Choice Hotels International. All rights reserved.

CHO200-12694_Arizona-Regional-Print-Ad_7.75x10.5.indd   1 6/23/16   2:55 PM
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Alabama

Beauty, history, culture and adventure: they all come together 
in Alabama, a state that’s rich in everything from world class 
golf to white-sand beaches. It’s a place where every meal is a 
celebration, each town has a story, and every single day brings 
new discoveries you’ll always remember.
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ALABAMA
THE YELLOWHAMMER STATE WHAT'S On

TENNESSEE VALLEY OLD 
TIME FIDDLERS CONVENTION: 
Thousands of music-lovers 

are expected in Athens during 
the 50th Anniversary of the 
Tennessee Valley Old Time 

Fiddlers Convention.  
October 7 and 8.

NATIONAL SHRIMP FESTIVAL: 
More than 250,000 foodies 
show up to enjoy the wares 
of 300 vendors set up on the 

beaches of Gulf Shores.  
October 13 – 16.

FRANK BROWN INTERNATIONAL 
SONGWRITERS’ FESTIVAL: 
Grammy award-winning 

songwriters and up and coming 
stars perform original songs in 
multiple locations in beautiful 

Orange Beach and Gulf Shores 
and other locations along the 

coast. November 3 – 13.

at the Barber Motorsports 
Museum.

★ MONTGOMERY: The city’s 
downtown is anchored 
by a fountain square, 
the historical location of 
former slave auctions. Up 
the street from the fountain 
on Dexter Avenue you’ll 
find the birthplaces of both 
the American Civil War 
and the American Civil 
Rights Movement at the 
Alabama State Capitol and 
the Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ DELTA SAFARIS TOURS: Take 
an eco boat tour of the 
Mobile-Tensaw Delta, 
where you’ll see alligators, 
bald eagles and herons. 

★ DAPHNE: This small city has 
opened a Gator Boardwalk, 
a free nature area 
surrounded by hotels and 
restaurants.  Walk along 
the wooden boardwalk into 
a park-like setting to look 
for alligators. The locals 
have named the biggest of 
the alligators in the creek 
‘Big Papa’.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ MOBILE'S MARDI GRAS: The 
Mobile parades kick off on 
January 28—and there is 
at least one parade every 
weekend for the following 
three weeks. Multiple 
parades take place daily 
during the last six days of 
the season.

★ BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICA’S 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: 
Dexter Avenue’s King 
Memorial Baptist Church 
in Montgomery is the first 
and only church where 
the Reverend Martin 
Luther King was a full time 
pastor. You’ll also find the 
Rosa Parks Museum in 
Montgomery.

www.alabama.travel ✪

TOM’S WALL: Located near the 
Natchez Trace, Tom Hendrix built 

Tom’s Wall over a 28-year period in 
honour of his great grandmother, 
a First Nations woman who was 
forced from her home during the 

Trail of Tears.

HiddEn GEM

MuST 
nOT  
MiSS

GOSPEL SUNDAY CHURCH: Put on 
your Sunday best and attend 
a service at the historic 16th 

Street Baptist Church.Street Baptist Church.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
ALABAMA

THE US SPACE & ROCKET CENTER/SPACE CAMP: Space Camp offers simulated astronaut training for children, 
as well as adult and family camps. The Aviation Challenge offers simulated jet pilot training. 

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ RE-OPENING OF MUSCLE 
SHOALS SOUND STUDIO: The 
original Muscle Shoals 
Sound Studio will join 
FAME recording studio 
this summer by offering 
historic studio tours for 
the public. This is where 
Wild Horses was penned 
in the bathroom by Keith 
Richards in between takes 
for Brown Sugar. 

★ CARNIVAL CRUISES COMES TO 
MOBILE: Carnival will start 

offering four and five-day 
cruises from Mobile in 
November. The four-day 
cruise will visit Cozumel, 
while the five-day cruise 
will add additional stops 
on the Yucatan Peninsula.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ BIRMINGHAM: Alabama’s 
largest city boasts a vibrant 
arts and cultural scene. 
Check out the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute 
and America’s largest 
collection of motorcycles 

Soak up a sunset  
at Little Canyon.                                    

Mobile's Mardi Gras 
started back in 1703.
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Alaska

Home to 17 national parks and over 100,000 glaciers, Alaska 
is overflowing with adventurous opportunities. With such a 
widespread and diverse terrain, travellers can get a real taste of the 
Alaskan lifestyle, from its eclectic cities to its fascinating wildlife 
and from its wild interior to its friendly coastal communities. 
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ALASkA
THE LAST FROnTiER 

MuST 
nOT  
MiSS

DENALI NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE: Deep in the interior of this enormous state sits the crown jewel of the north, 
Denali National Park and Preserve. Two-and-a-half million hectares of wilderness make up this park, which celebrates its 
centennial on February 26. 

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ DENALI PARK ZIPLINE: 
Experience life above the 
trees at Denali National 
Park and Preserve. 
The newest addition at 
Denali Park Adventures 
is now open and offering 
travellers a unique view 
of one of the most visited 
national parks in Alaska. 

★ CHINITNA BAY BEAR VIEWING: 
This experience is a 
new tour from Rust’s 
Flying Service that takes 
travellers to the southern 
end of Lake Clark National 
Park and Preserve, home 
to a multitude of brown 
bears. This half-day 
viewing trip makes a stop 
where you will be able 

to view bears as they dig 
for clams or feed in the 
meadow. 

★ BIG SWIG TOURS: Try a 
different type of tasting 
tour with Big Swig Tours: 
'Brews', 'Hops on the Rail', 
and 'Anchorage Bike and 
Brew'. Each experience 
is unique in its own way, 
whether it’s biking around 
Anchorage or heading to 
Talkeetna by train. The 
guides take passengers 
to different breweries 
to enjoy craft beer while 
sharing the history of 
Alaskan beers. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ FAIRBANKS: Nicknamed the 

‘Golden Heart City’ due 
to its rich mining history, 
Fairbanks is known for 
dog-mushing, Northern 
Lights-viewing and its 
extremes of daylight and 
temperature. The city is 
considered the gateway to 
the Far North region of the 
state.

★ ANCHORAGE: Alaska’s largest 
city comes in at just under 
300,000 residents and is 
one of main jumping-
off points for Alaska 
adventures. Among the 
northernmost cities on 
earth, it is big city that has 
the added bonus of being 
close to wilderness. 

★ JUNEAU: The state’s capital 

Discover gems like 
Ketchikan as you sail up 

the Inside Passage.                                    

Denali National Park will  
take your breath away.                                    

Ketchikan is  
heaven for hikers..                                    
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RUBBER DUCKIE RACE: Race 
organized by the Fairbanks Chamber 

of Commerce that offers over 
$25,000 in cash and prizes. July 23.

TANANA VALLEY STATE FAIR: 
Featuring produce that has grown 
under the midnight sun, exhibits, 

rides, craft vendors, entertainment 
and food. August 5 – 14 in Fairbanks.

BY THE SEA ARTS AND SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL: Farmers’ market, vendors, 
entertainment, fireworks and fun in 

Coffman Cove. August 6 and 7.

WARM AUGUST NIGHTS: Two-day 
music festival in Kodiak.   

August 6 and 7.

RENEWABLE ENERGY FAIR: Free day 
of energy workshops, lunch and free 
kids activities at Chena Hot Springs 

Resort, Fairbanks. August 21.

RAINFOREST FESTIVAL: Natural 
world celebration. September 2 to 4 

in Petersburg.

GOLD RUSH DAYS: City-wide 
celebration honouring the past, 

present and future of Valdez. 
September 8 – 11.

EQUINOX MARATHON: This marathon 
takes place through rugged terrain 
that showcases views of Denali. 

September 17.

ALASKA BALD EAGLE FESTIVAL: 
Event celebrating the peak of 
the winter gathering of eagles.  

Educational seminars, tours and 
family events.  

November 7 – 13 in Haines.

NORTH POLE WINTER FESTIVAL: 
Fireworks, holiday bazaar, tree and 

candle-lighting ceremonies, caroling 
and the crowning of the North Pole 

King and Queen. December 3.

WHAT'S On

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS: Fairbanks 
is one of the best places on earth 
to experience the beautiful and 

mysterious Northern Lights. Bright, 
energetic curtains of yellow, green, 
red and even purple light brighten 
the night skies regularly. Fairbanks 

is situated within a ring-shaped 
region around the North Pole called 

the auroral oval. This location 
provides a terrific balance of 

occurrence, frequency and activity.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
ALASkA

MENDENHALL GLACIER: Right in 
Alaska’s capital you’ll find the 
Mendenhall Glacier, Juneau’s 
famous drive-in glacier. The 

river of ice flows for almost 20 
kilometres from the Juneau 

Icefield. It is the perfect selfie 
spot on a sunny day with 

blue skies and snowcapped 
mountains, or on a cloudy day 

when the ice turns deep shades 
of blue.

CAn’T MiSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

HiddEn GEM
GUSTAVUS: This charming 

community filled with artists, 
beautiful gardens, wild berries and 
breathtaking views is the gateway 

to Glacier Bay National Park. 

is made up of a maze of 
narrow streets running 
past a blend of new 
structures, old storefronts 
and quaint houses that 
feature the architecture 
leftover from the town’s 
early gold mining days. 
The waterfront hums 
with cruise ships, fishing 
boats and floatplanes 
taking travellers to nearby 
attractions. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ HIKING: Each community, 
state park and national 
park boasts its own 
trail systems. Hiking 
opportunities range from 
the most extreme climbs 
to leisurely walks to scenic 
outlooks.

★ FLIGHT-SEEING: Get a bird’s 
eye view of Alaska’s vast 

and diverse landscape by 
taking a flight-seeing tour. 
Tours range from quick 
flights above a community 
to flying out to inaccessible 
areas for bear-viewing, 
fishing and hiking.

★ GLACIER-TREKKING: Alaska is 
home to more than 100,000 
glaciers. While many 
aren’t accessible, there are 
opportunities throughout 
the state to strap on 
crampons and trek on a 
glacier or ice field. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 
MUSEUM OF THE NORTH: 
The University of Alaska 
Museum of the North in 
Fairbanks houses more 
than 1.4 million artifacts 
about the biological 
diversity and culture of the 

northern part of the state. 

★ ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE 
CENTER: This Anchorage 
museum allows 
you to expand your 
understanding of 
Alaska's indigenous 
people. Learn the rich 
heritage of Alaska's 11 
cultural groups through 
interactive presentations 
and traditional dance 
performances.

★ TOTEM BIGHT STATE 
HISTORICAL PARK: This 
Ketchikan park is home 
to 14 totem poles from the 
Tlingit and Haida Alaska 
cultures. The site also has a 
traditional clan house and 
has been on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
since 1970.

www.TravelAlaska.com ✪

STATE On A PLATE
SEAFOOD: Mouthwatering salmon, 
king crab, whitefish varieties and 
shellfish are caught in the state’s 

pristine waters.

Be inspired by the light of the Aurora Borealis. Renew your 
energy under the Midnight Sun. Experience the warmth of 
Fairbanks—Alaska’s Golden Heart—and the gateway to  
Denali, Interior and Arctic Alaska.
 
Call 1-877-551-1728 x3771 for your free Group Tour Manual.
Explore your Alaskan vacation at explorefairbanks.com.

Explore Fairbanks Full Page Ad.indd   1 6/24/14   2:32 PM
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Prepare to be spellbound  
by the Northern Lights.                                    

Looking for an out-of-this-world  
experience? Try glacier-trekking.                                    
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Be inspired by the light of the Aurora Borealis. Renew your 
energy under the Midnight Sun. Experience the warmth of 
Fairbanks—Alaska’s Golden Heart—and the gateway to  
Denali, Interior and Arctic Alaska.
 
Call 1-877-551-1728 x3771 for your free Group Tour Manual.
Explore your Alaskan vacation at explorefairbanks.com.

Explore Fairbanks Full Page Ad.indd   1 6/24/14   2:32 PM
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Arizona
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From its incredibly rich history and heritage to its jaw-dropping mountain ranges, 
Arizona is a pleasure to explore. The state’s most famous tourist destination, the Grand 
Canyon, is a classic for those in search of camping adventures, sightseeing, bike 
excursions or photography. 

ARiZOnA
THE GRAnd CAnYOn STATE

WHAT'S On

MuST 
nOT  
MiSS

A HOT AIR BALLOON RIDE OVER THE GRAND 
CANYON: And it doesn’t get anymore 

bucket-list than that!

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
ARiZOnA

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MUSEUM: Featuring music from across the globe, 
Phoenix’s Musical Instrument Museum is the world’s only global musical 
instrument museum. 

WHAT’S NEW?

★ ODYSEA AQUARIUM: OdySea opens in 
Scottsdale this summer. Designed 
with the latest theme park technology, 
it provides a totally immersive 
experience that will take you deeper 
and deeper into the fascinating world 
of water.

★ UNESCO TUCSON: Tucson is the first city 
in the US to be recognized for its 
gastronomy by UNESCO.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ JEROME: Jerome is a historic copper 
mining town that was destroyed by 
four devastating fires. It is now home 
to about 450 people and is a thriving  
artist community. 

★ BISBEE: On a Queen Mine tour in 
Bisbee you’ll learn about mining 
techniques and dangers.

★ SEDONA: Sedona is recognized as a 
place of healing and spiritual renewal. 
Many travellers go to experience the 
region’s vortex energy centres. Others 
want to prowl the 40-plus art galleries 
lining the streets, or to receive 
soothing treatments from dozens of 
spa facilities. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ DESERT BOTANICAL GARDEN: Located in 

Phoenix, this garden is home to 139 
plant species from around the world. 

★ RED ROCK STATE PARK: This amazing 
park offers beautiful scenery, group 
activities and exhibits. Travellers can 
bike, hike or horseback-ride.

★ HAVASUPAI FALLS: Located in the Grand 
Canyon, it’s a 16-kilometre hike down 
to the falls for dedicated hikers—and 
a 16-kilometre hike back up again. 
These beautiful falls are located in the 
Havasupai Reservation.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ HEARD MUSEUM: Founded in 1929, this 
museum has grown to be recognized 
internationally for the quality of its 
collections. It is dedicated to First 
Nations art and culture.

★ BESH-BA-GOWAH ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK: 
Besh-Ba-Gowah is the ancient village 
of the Salado people who occupied 
the area nearly 800 years ago. The 
partially-restored ruins give a glimpse 
of what life was like there.

★ ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM: This 
museum aims to create a bond between 
people and nature. It is home to a zoo, 
botanical garden, art gallery, natural 
history museum and aquarium. 

www.visitarizona.com ✪

ANNUAL BULLHEAD CITY RIVER REGATTA: 
This Bullhead City tradition features 

kayaking, float building and live music. 
August 11 – 14.

BIKE & BREW: The Sedona Bike & Brew 
Races include an awards ceremony, music 

and plenty of food and drink. August 26 – 27.

ANNUAL FIESTA DEL TLAQUEPAQUE: This 
Sedona festival is a celebration of Mexican 
Independence Day. Expect delicious food, 
music and entertainment. September 10.

ARIZONA RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL: Visit artisan 
shops filled with unique treasures, enjoy crazy 
village street shenanigans, try out the people-

powered rides and sample the ‘Pleasure 
Feast’ menu. Gold Canyon, every weekend 
from February 11 until April 2, as well as on 
Presidents’ Day on Monday February 20.

Soak up a spectacular view 
of the Grand Canyon from an 

overlook on the south rim.                                    
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Cities like Little Rock, Hot Springs and Bentonville offer a 
cosmopolitan feel, while memories of a visit to Eureka Springs will 
stay with you for a lifetime. The Delta region is where the Blues were 
born and where Johnny Cash’s musical journey began. Bill Clinton, 
another Arkansas son, launched his political path in the state, and 
sites commemorating the legacies of both Cash and Clinton can be 
toured today. Throw in the Crater of Diamonds State Park, where 
you can dig for real diamonds and keep what you find—and it’s easy 
to see that Arkansas truly is a unique treasure to discover.
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ARkAnSAS
THE nATuRAL STATE

use the namesake springs 
for spa treatments.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ PARKS GALORE: Seven 
national parks and 52 
state parks are waiting for 
you in Arkansas. Enjoy 
fishing, boating, caving, 
rock climbing, swimming, 
hiking, backpacking and 
horse riding. 

★ ELK-VIEWING: Elk-viewing is 
possible year-round in Ponca, 
especially in the fall, when 
the bulls go into mating 
season and start battling for 
herd domination right before 
your eyes.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ CRYSTAL BRIDGES MUSEUM OF 
AMERICAN ART: Located in 
Bentonville, this museum 
explores the unfolding 
history of the US by 
collecting outstanding 
works.

★ THE ARKANSAS ARTS CENTER: 
This Little Rock arts centre 
contains an international 
collection of art. It 
also offers live theatre 
performances, lectures, 
films, poetry slams and 
family festivals.

www.arkansas.com ✪

FABULOUS FALL COLOURS: Prepare 
to be amazed when you head 
into the Ozark and Ouachita 

Mountains in the fall.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
ARkAnSAS

BILL CLINTON: The 42nd US president, served in office from 1993 to 2001. Prior to that, he was governor of his home state. 
Clinton was born in Hope, and his first home is now open for tours.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ VISITOR CENTER AT DYESS:  
The second phase of the 
‘Historic Dyess Colony: 
Johnny Cash Boyhood 
Home’ project opened in 
spring. It includes a visitor 
centre in the re-created 
Dyess Theatre and Pop 
Shop. Cash reportedly sold 
popcorn at the theatre. 

★ AMERICANA MUSIC TRIANGLE: 
Arkansas is now a proud 
partner in the Americana 
Music Triangle, the first 
comprehensive collection 
of historical, musical and 
cultural attractions that 
define American music. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ LITTLE ROCK: Little Rock 
is home to the Clinton 
Presidential Center, one of 
12 presidential libraries in 
the US. It features a replica 
of the Oval Office. You’ll 
also find the Esse Purse 
Museum, which is one of 
three purse museums in 
the entire world.

★ HOT SPRINGS: The famous 
thermal waters of Hot 
Springs are great for 
drinking and soaking in. 
Area bathhouses, including 
the historic Buckstaff 
on National Historic 
Landmark Bathhouse Row, 

CRATER OF DIAMONDS STATE PARK: 
You can hunt for diamonds at this 
Murfreesboro park—and if you’re 

lucky enough to find one, it’s yours 
to keep.

HiddEn GEM

WHAT'S On

JOHNNY CASH MUSIC FESTIVAL: 
The annual Johnny Cash Music 

Festival benefits the Johnny 
Cash Boyhood Home Project in 

Dyess. August.

HOPE WATERMELON FESTIVAL: 
Drawing over 50,000 

watermelon-aficionados to 
Hope each year, festival events 

include watermelon eating 
competitions, seed-spitting 

contests and the Watermelon 
Olympics. August 11 – 13.

WORLD’S CHAMPIONSHIP DUCK 
CALLING CONTEST & WINGS 
OVER THE PRAIRIE FESTIVAL: 
This Stuttgart contest, which 
is held every Thanksgiving 

weekend, honours the World 
Champion Duck Caller. 

November 23 – 26.

STATE
STAR

Arkansas
Five IMBA Epic Mountain Bike 

Trails can be found in Arkansas and 
northwest Arkansas has the only IMBA 

Regional Ride Center in the world.



JULY 2016  CT/AmeriCA yours To disCover10   

California

VI
SI

T g
RE

AT
ER

 PA
LM

 S
PR

IN
gS

California is big; there’s no denying that. With nearly 1,300 
kilometres of coastline stretching from Oregon to Mexico, there is 
a lot of ground to cover. From thrilling theme parks and beautiful 
beaches to luxury golf courses and legendary wine country, there 
are endless experiences for every age, interest, personality and 
budget. The diversity of the state is what makes it so unique and 
finding your own personal 'California dream' is easy.

CALiFORniA
THE GOLdEn STATE

MuST 
nOT  
MiSS

MUSIC TO yOUR EARS: Grab a coffee and make your way to San Francisco's Pier 39's Entrance Plaza, 
where you can catch free live music shows all day long. The people-watching opportunities are fantastic too!

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ SEA LION CENTER: The Sea 
Lion Center is now open 
at Pier 39 in San Francisco. 
Owned and operated by 
the Aquarium of the Bay, 
the centre is a hub for all 
things sea lion, including 
interactive displays, 
educational videos and 
fascinating presentations 
by Aquarium of the Bay 
naturalists.

★ LA CUISINE: A wave of new 
restaurants is debuting in 
LA. From modernist Baja 
California cuisine at +52 
on West Third Street to 
acclaimed musician Moby’s 

Little Pine in the Silver 
Lake community, the foodie 
scene is fast expanding. 

★ WINE AWARD: Solis Winery’s 
estate vineyard in Gilroy 
has produced numerous 
award-winning wines, 
but the winery recently 
took home its biggest 
trophy ever when its 2011 
Estate Merlot won Best 
of California and the 
Double Gold Award at 
the 2015 California State 
Fair Commercial Wine 
Competition.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ UPTOWN OAKLAND: Oakland 
used to be overshadowed 

in all things cultural by 
her glam sibling across 
the bay, San Francisco, 
But that perception is 
rapidly changing as 
neighbourhoods like 
Uptown Oakland, home to 
the emerging Oakland Arts 
District, flex their creative 
muscles and carve out a 
distinct identity all of their 
own. 

★ BUELLTON: Located just 
north of Santa Barbara in 
the heart of Santa Ynez 
Valley Wine Country, 
Buellton is surrounded by 
bucolic scenery and the 
rolling Santa Rita Hills. 
Known for its Pinot Noir 
and Chardonnay, you will 
find plenty of pioneer 
makers and masters. The 
craft beer industry has also 
made its way into Buellton, 
which is now home to two 
award-winning breweries: 
Firestone/Walker and the 
Figueroa Mountain Brew 
Co.

★ PIER 39: From amazing 
views and a sea of sea lions, 
to chowder bread bowls 
and California wines, your 

visit to San Francisco starts 
at Pier 39—the most visited 
destination in the city. It 
offers two levels of dining, 
entertainment, shopping 
and attractions, all 
surrounded by unbeatable 
views of the city and the 
bay. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ NATIONAL PARKS: California 
is home to more national 
parks than any other state. 
Together they make up nine 
distinct ecosystems spread 

HiddEn GEM
MISSION TRAIL: Beginning in 
the late 1700s, 21 Spanish 

missions were built by 
Franciscan padres under the 
direction of Father Junipero 
Serra, stretching north from 

San Diego to Sonoma, roughly 
tracing California’s El Camino 

Real, or ‘The Royal Road’. 
Today you can follow in the 

footsteps of the missionaries, 
colonists and soldiers of the 

past and learn about the 
unique history, culture and 

architecture that California’s 
Spanish missions offer.

The views go on forever  
in Palm Springs.                                    
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over 2.4 million hectares of 
land.   

★ HIKING: Gilroy’s mild 
year-round weather and 
proximity to some of 
California’s best-loved 
parks makes it the 
ideal place to explore 
the great outdoors. 
Hikers can explore the 
numerous trails at Coyote 
Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 
Mount Madonna County 
Park and Henry Coe State 
Park. 

★ WHITEWATER RAFTING: Thanks 
to last winter’s ‘super’ El 
Niño weather system, the 
extensive snowpack in the 
Sierra Nevada means that 
rafting conditions will be at 
their best this summer on 
California's rivers. Check 
out the Kern River, Merced 
River or Tuolumne River.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ MUSICAL HISTORY: California 

is home to a unique 
musical history. Iconic 
landmarks include San 
Francisco’s Fillmore, 
Oakland’s Fox Theatre 
and West Hollywood’s 
Troubadour.

★ HEARST CASTLE: Nestled 
along California’s Central 
Coast, Hearst Castle offers 
a glimpse back in time. The 
land, which was purchased 
by George Hearst in 
1865, was developed by 
publishing giant William 
Randolph Hearst into a 
retreat he called La Cuesta 
Encantada—Spanish for 
‘Enchanted Hill’. 

★ THE MENDENHALL MUSEUM: 
See vintage signs, 
automotive memorabilia, 
antiques and classic cars in 
this Buellton museum.

www.visitcalifornia.com ✪

VI
SI

T c
AL

If
OR

NI
A,

 jO
Sh

 S
AN

SE
RI

Oakland's Fox Theater  
oozes historic charm.                                   

Catch the US Open of  
Surf at Huntington Beach.                                    

Looking for a place to visit?Looking for a place to visit?Looking for a place to visit?

W W W.V I S I T B U E L LTO N .C O M
CENTRALLY LOCATED FOR YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE EAT, STAY & PLAY!!

473 km
to buellton 

222 km 
to buellton 

Santa Barbara

san francisco

los angeles

visit our website and enter code MAPLE and receive 10% off your stay in buellton.

Looking for a place to visit?Looking for a place to visit?Looking for a place to visit?Looking for a place to visit?
BUELLTON, CALIFORNIABUELLTON, CALIFORNIA
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Entertainment | Bay Cruises | 

THE EMBARCADERO @ BEACH STREET  |  415.981.PIER  |  PIER39.COM

| Dining | Shopping | & More

WHAT'S On

ROAD TRIPPING: California Central 
Coast's Highway 1 provides a 

perfect backdrop for family road 
trips, outdoor enthusiasts and 

wine-lovers. From Ventura to Santa 
Barbara, up through San Luis 

Obispo, Big Sur and the Monterey 
region, you’ll find waterfront 

activities, seaside villages, artisanal 
wineries and breathtaking coastal 
views. An outdoor recreation road 

trip could include: spotting sea 
otters and condors at Big Sur, 

swimming, surfing and kayaking at 
Pismo Beach, whale watching and 
horseback riding in Santa Barbara, 
or sports fishing and cave exploring 
on the Channel Islands off Ventura 

and Santa Barbara.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
CALiFORniA

GILROY GARLIC FESTIVAL: Three days 
of incredible food, beverages, arts 

and crafts and live entertainment—all 
while consuming lots and lots of 

garlic. July 29 – 31.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND BBQ: Family fun 
at Gilroy Gardens, September 3 – 5.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RENAISSANCE 
FAIRE: Step back in time to 

Renaissance Europe and enjoy hearty 
ales, fine foods and handmade crafts 

at Gilroy’s Casa de Fruta.  
October 1 and 2.

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WINERIES FALL 
PASSPORT WEEKEND: Taste your way 

along the Santa Clara Valley Wine 
Trail on Fall Passport Weekend. You’ll 

enjoy VIP treatment and exclusive 
activities like barrel tastings, winery 

tours, special discounts and live 
music at participating wineries. 

November 5 and 6.

27TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SEA 
LIONS’ ARRIVAL: The boisterous 

barking pinnipeds began arriving 
in droves shortly after the Loma 

Prieta earthquake hit San Francisco 
in October 1989. With a protected 
environment and plentiful supply 
of food from the bay, the sea lions 
quickly decided to make Pier 39’s 
K-Dock their new home. January.

BUELLTON CRAFT BEER FEST: 
Glorious beers in Buellton’s River 

View Park. May.

FOODIE FEST: The Foodie Fest boasts  
plenty of good food and wine and 

stars from the Food Network. May in 
the Central Valley region.
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Colorado

Colorado boasts 12 national parks and monuments and 58 
mountain peaks topping 4,200 metres. It is home to the world’s 
largest natural hot spring at Glenwood Springs, the Grand 
Mesa—the world’s largest flat-top mountain—and the tallest 
sand dunes in America at the Great Sand Dunes National Park 
and Preserve. This four-season destination offers unparalleled 
adventure,  a thriving arts scene, a rich cultural heritage, a 
cutting-edge culinary scene and 25 renowned ski areas and 
resorts.

cO
LO

RA
DO

 TO
UR

IS
M

COLORAdO
THE CEnTEnniAL STATE

STEAMBOAT WINE FESTIVAL: 
This event is really about the 
wine—and tasting it in many 

of Steamboat’s beautiful 
summer settings: at the top of 
the gondola, at the base of the 
mountain and along the Yampa 

River. August 10 – 14.

NATIONAL PARKS FREE 
ENTRANCE DAYS: Colorado's 

National Parks will celebrate the 
Parks Service's 100th birthday 

with free entrance at park’s 
like the Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison, Colorado National 
Monument, Dinosaur National 
Monument, Florrisant Fossil 

Beds, Great Sand Dunes, Mesa 
Verde and Rocky Mountain. 

August 25 – 28.

A TASTE OF COLORADO: Food 
booths, more than 275 artisan 

vendors, six entertainment 
stages and 500,000 fellow 

Colorado fans converge in the 
heart of downtown Denver at 
Civic Center Park for a lively 

celebration of Colorado’s food 
and culture. September 3 – 5.

WHAT'S On

It takes 30 minutes to get 
from the airport to Union 
Station. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ DENVER: Known as the 
‘Mile High City’, Denver 
is home to upscale 
hotels, an emerging art 
scene, thriving sports 
teams, luxury shopping 
experiences and the 
9,000-seat Red Rock 
Amphitheater—one of the 
world’s most renowned 
concert venues. 

★ BOULDER: With the largest 
amount of start-ups per 
capita, Boulder is known 
as a city with a thriving 
tech scene. Check out the 
shopping opportunities at 
the Pearl Street Mall, its 
fabulous choice of elegant 
historic hotels, its cutting-
edge restaurants and its wide 
selection of craft breweries.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ THE GREAT SAND DUNES: Near 
the town of Alamosa, 
the Great Sand Dunes 
National Park is home 
to the tallest sand dune 
in the US. Go sledding 
down a dune, camping, 
four-wheeling or 
horseback riding. 

★ ICE CLIMBING: Scale one of 
200 routes in Ouray Ice 
Park. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ COLORADO SPRINGS FINE ARTS 
CENTER: The collection 
includes 4,000 cultural 
artifacts and more than 
20,000 pieces of art. Check 
out the Tactile Gallery to 
get in touch with your 
artistic side.

★ MOLLY BROWN HOUSE: 
Denver's Molly Brown 
House Museum tells the 
story of Titanic survivor 
Margaret ‘Molly’ Brown.

www.colorado.com/
canadian/ ✪

MuST 
nOT  
MiSS

THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS: The 
state boasts a total of 58 

‘Fourteeners’—a peak that rises 
14,000 feet (4,267 metres) or 

more above sea level.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
COLORAdO

GARDEN OF THE GODS: This biological melting pot—a meeting of grasslands, woodlands and mountain forest—is a 
National Natural Landmark. Enjoy easy-to-moderate hiking trails, a Jeep or Segway tour and signature photo ops near 
formations like the Kissing Camels and Balanced Rock.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ ART RUNS: The ART, a funky 
hotel located in Denver’s 
museum district, recently 
launched a five-kilometre 
urban public art run. 
Travellers receive a 
detailed map featuring 

a route that highlights 
downtown Denver's public 
art pieces. 

★ AIRPORT LINK: A new electric 
commuter rail service is 
now running from the 
airport to downtown 
Denver every 15 minutes. 

THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE: 
Splitting North America with a 
serpentine line, the Continental 
Divide is quite literally the roof 

of the continent. Trail Ridge 
Road, which passes through 

Rocky Mountain National Park 
between the towns of Estes 
Park and Grand Lake, is one 
of the best places to see the 
Continental Divide as it cuts 

through Colorado. 

CAn’T MiSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

The Grand Mesa is known as the 
largest flat-top mountain in the world. 

The tallest sand dunes in North America can  
be found at Great Sand Dunes National Park.                                    
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With its dynamic blend of the historic and the modern, 
Connecticut’s innovative spirit will motivate you to blaze your 
own trail. Located in New England, the state boasts endless 
serene beaches and hiking trails and a plethora of historic 
treasures and world class museums. 
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KATHERINE HEPBURN: One of the most accomplished and celebrated actresses of the 20th century, 
Katherine Hepburn regularly returned to her family’s retreat, Fenwick in Old Saybrook—a place she called ‘paradise’.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ YALE CENTER FOR BRITISH ART: 
This New Haven gallery, 
which houses the largest 
collection of British art 
outside the UK, reopened 
this spring. 

★ PHOBIA PHEAR COASTER: This 
summer sees the opening 
of the new coaster at Lake 
Compounce, Bristol. This 
is the first triple-launch 
coaster in New England 
that uses electromagnetic 
propulsion. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ YALE UNIVERSITY ART 
GALLERY: Designed by 
Louis Kahn and renovated 
and expanded by James 
Polshek, Yale University 

Art Gallery in New Haven 
reopened last fall. 

★ THE MARK TWAIN HOUSE AND 
MUSEUM: This 25-room 
Victorian home in 
Hartford is where the 
legendary author lived 
with his family from 
1874 to 1891 and wrote 
his greatest works. You 
can also visit the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe House just 
next door!

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ THE CONNECTICUT BARNS 
TRAIL: The trail includes 
working farms, orchards, 
wineries and historic sites. 
The routes are designed to 
guide you in a car or on a 
bicycle along scenic roads 
with landscapes accented 

KENT: When a tiny town supports 
two bookstores, it speaks volumes 

about how intellectually and 
culturally stimulated you’ll feel 

when you visit. Situated along the 
Housatonic River and home to 

one of Connecticut’s last covered 
bridges, Kent is a place to stretch 

your legs and your mind.

HiddEn GEM

WHAT'S On
25TH ANNUAL GREATER 

HARTFORD FESTIVAL OF JAZZ: 
New England's largest free jazz 
festival takes place in beautiful 

Bushnell Park, Hartford.  
July 15 – 17.

NORWALK SEAPORT OYSTER 
FESTIVAL: This huge Norwalk 
festival features vintage ships, 
crafters and entertainment as 
well as oyster shucking and 

slurping contests.  
September 9 – 11.

NORTH POLE EXPRESS: Board the 
Essex Steam Train & Riverboat’s 
locomotive-powered sleigh for a 
magical night time journey to the 
North Pole. Mid-November and 

December.

STATE
STAR

Connecticut

FAIRFIELD COUNTY: The city meets 
the country in this sophisticated 

region. From Greenwich to 
Stamford and from New Canaan 

to Westport, you'll find high 
quality shops, classic antiques 

and sumptuous dining.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
COnnECTiCuT

by barns.

★ BROWNSTONE EXPLORATION 
AND DISCOVERY PARK: 
Located in Portland, this is 
Connecticut’s first outdoor 
adventure park. Try rock 
climbing, wakeboarding, 
cliff jumping and ziplining.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ WADSWORTH ATHENAEUM 
MUSEUM OF ART: Collections 
at this Hartford gallery 
include: Hudson River 
School landscapes, 
European Old Master 
paintings, American 
furniture and decorative 
arts from the Pilgrim 
century through to the 
20th century, Modernist 
masterpieces and 
French and American 
Impressionist paintings.

★ ESSEX STEAM TRAIN & 
RIVERBOAT: Enjoy a narrated 
steam train and riverboat 
excursion through the 
scenic Connecticut River 
Valley. It’s so beautiful that 
the Nature Conservancy 
named it one of the 'Last 
Great Places' on earth.

www.CTvisit.com ✪

COnnECTiCuT
THE COnSTiTuTiOn STATE

THE ARCTIC COAST EXHIBIT, MYSTIC 
AQUARIUM: Meet New England’s 
only beluga whales and prepare 

to get photo bombed by the 
camera-friendly Juno. 

CAn’T MiSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

Experience the 
cascading waterfalls at 

Kent Falls State Park.
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Beyond the historic White House and the iconic Capitol Building, 
the District of Columbia is a thriving leisure and business 
destination. Ranked as the number one museum destination in the 
world, more than 20 million travellers from across the globe visit 
DC every year to explore its wealth of history and culture. 
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THE NEWSEUM: The whole museum is dedicated to the history of the news.

WHAT'S On
DC SUMMER RESTAURANT WEEK:  

More than 100 DC restaurants 
will be offering a three-course 
lunch for $20.16 and a three-

course dinner for $35.16. 
August.

REOPENING OF THE EAST WING: 
The results of a $30 million 

renovation and a new rooftop 
sculpture garden at the National 
Gallery of Art will be celebrated 

on September 30.

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION: 
Washington, DC will host 

the inauguration of the 45th 
president with parades, concerts 
and inaugural balls on the West 

Lawn of the US Capitol and 
National Mall. January 20.

MuST 
nOT  
MiSS

District of Columbia

CHERRY BLOSSOMS: There is only 
a one or two week window 

when travellers can enjoy the 
cherry blossoms, but for those 
who manage to make it out to 
the Tidal Basin near the end of 

March, there are plenty of vibrant 
trees of soft pink to gaze upon.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
dC

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 
AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
AND CULTURE: The official 
dedication of the 
NMAAHC will take place 
on September 24. The 
building, designed by 
David Adjaye, occupies 
a space between the 
Washington Monument 
and the National Museum 
of American History on 
the National Mall. Its 
collections and public 
programming are expected 
to cover more than 400 
years of the African 
American experience.

★ THE WATERGATE HOTEL: The 
hotel is being updated to a 
luxurious Potomac River-
side perch with a $125 
million renovation. In a 
nod to its swinging 60s and 
scandalous 70s origins, 
Mad Men costumier Janie 
Bryant has designed the 
staff uniforms. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ COLUMBIA ROOM: Once a 
10-seat bar within another 
bar, the Columbia Room 
has reopened near The 
Dabney inside Blagden 
Alley. It is divided into 
three experiences: The 
Punch Garden outdoor 
lounge; The Liquor 
Library, where the rarest 
spirits like a Maryland 
rye are kept; and The 
Columbia Room, which 
serves prix-fixe flights 
paired with small bites.

★ DECLARATION: The menu 
at Declaration sports 13 
‘Colony Pies’—crispy 
thin crusts loaded with 
inspiration for each of 
the original colonies and 
priced by the year of their 
foundation. Georgia’s 
‘Lyman Hall’ pie is topped 
with Amish chicken, 
mushrooms, onion, celery 
and carrots in the spirit of 
chicken and dumplings 

and priced $17.32 for the 
year their colony was 
founded. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ BIKE TOURS: A bike tour 
provides the perfect way 
to see the monuments and 
memorials on the National 
Mall.

★ KAYAKING: Kayak on the 
Potomac and enjoy the 
views of the beautiful city 
backdrop.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ THE BOEING MILESTONES OF 
FLIGHT GALLERY: To honour 
the museum’s 40th 
birthday, the National Air 
and Space Museum is 
rededicating its impressive 
foyer exhibition where 
landmark planes, rockets 
and NASA splashdown 
capsules hang from the 
rafters on July 1. 

★ HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA: 
One of America’s best 
preserved federal estates, 
the Georgetown home at 
Tudor Place, housed six 
generations of Martha 
Washington’s descendants 
and their collections. On 
July 2 it celebrates its 
bicentennial with outdoor 
games, birthday cake and 
patriotic crafts. 

www.washington.org ✪

diSTRiCT OF COLuMBiA
THE nATiOn’S CAPiTAL

STATE On A PLATE
BEN’S CHILI BOWL: From the tumult 
of the late 60s race riots to the 
tough times in the 70s and 80s 
and the revitalization of the U 

Street Corridor in the 90s, Ben’s 
has seen it all. Barack Obama 

likes to eat lunch there.

The White House: the home of every US 
president except George Washington.                                    
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VP BIDEN: Joe Biden represented the state in the US Senate for 36 years before 
becoming Vice President. Biden goes back to his family home in Delaware nearly every weekend.

TRAP POND: This little slice of 
Florida in Delaware is home to the 
northernmost natural stand of bald 
cypress trees in the US. It’s also a 
great place for kayaking, canoeing 

and fishing.

Hidden Gem

wHat's on
POINT TO POINT: Enjoy all the fun and 

fashion of America’s most famous 
horse race—the Kentucky Derby—

in Delaware. Hosted annually in 
May on the grounds of Winterthur 
Museum, this steeplechase is a 
sophisticated and stylish affair. 

FIREFLY MUSIC FESTIVAL: Music-
lovers from far and wide make their 
way to central Delaware each June 
for the east coast’s premier music 

festival.

SEA WITCH HALLOWEEN & FIDDLERS 
FESTIVAL: Ghosts, ghouls and 
fiddlers gravitate to southern 

Delaware just before Halloween. 
This festival is a draw for some of 
the best violin players in the world. 

October 28 - 30.

state
staR

Delaware

REHOBOTH BEACH BOARDWALK: Stroll 
the boardwalk with a savory treat 
in hand, listen to the sounds of 

amusement at Funland or watch 
the waves crash upon the sand.

it Doesn't get more

than...
delawaRe

WHAT’S NEW?

★ RAIL EXPLORERS: Pedal your 
way through Delaware’s 
scenic Brandywine Valley 
along old railroad tracks 
with Rail Explorers.

★ ANALOG-A-GO-GO: The 
signature event of 
Delaware’s most-loved 
craft brewery has a new 
location. For the first time 
this year, this music, food 
and beer festival is being 
held in northern Delaware. 
September 17.

CITY LIGHTS

★ WILMINGTON: From 
riverfront ice skating 
to waterside mini-golf, 
there’s always something 

going on in Wilmington. 
Stay at Hotel DuPont, in 
the heart of the city, for an 
ambience of elegance and 
sophistication.

★ RIVERFRONT: Check out 
the Delaware Children’s 
Museum and Frawley 
Stadium— home of the 
Wilmington Blue Rocks—
at Wilmington’s Riverfront. 
There are also plenty of 
great bars and restaurants 
that boast beautiful views 
of the water and the city 
skyline.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ BRANDYWINE CREEK: Once 
a working dairy farm, 
this state park boasts 

a fascinating set of 
low-lying stone walls 
that seem to stretch on 
forever. Paddling down 
the creek leads to some of 
Delaware’s most beautiful 
sights.

★ GO APE! ZIPLINE & TREETOP 
ADVENTURES: Monkey 
around on a challenging 
rope course and fly 
through the trees on an 
exhilarating set of lengthy 
ziplines at Lums Pond.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ FIRST STATE HERITAGE PARK: 
Take a journey through 
the history and art of 
Delaware at First State 
Heritage Park. Explore 
the site where Delaware 
became the first state to 
ratify the US Constitution.

★ AMC MUSEUM: Soar through 
the history of American 
military air transport in 
central Delaware. Put 
yourself in the cockpit and 
take a guided tour with 
veterans, many of whom 
worked on or flew the 
planes.

www.visitdelaware.com ✪

Delaware has three unique regions to explore. Head south, where 
you can relax and unwind on Delaware’s beaches, which are 
consistently ranked among the cleanest on the east coast. Make 
your way to central Delaware for major events like NASCAR races 
and the Firefly Music Festival. Or explore Delaware’s metropolitan 
region in the northern part of the state, with its endless museums, 
gardens and restaurants.

delawaRe
tHe FiRst state FORT MILES OBSERVATION TOWERS: 

Built during World War II to 
give soldiers a clear view of the 

Delaware Bay as they watched for 
German U-Boats, the observation 

towers at Fort Miles at Cape 
Henlopen State Park still stand 
today. Find your way to the top 
and you’ll have a spectacular 

360-degree view of the ocean and 
beach to create an epic selfie.

Can’t miss  
selFie sPot 

Soak up some history at 
First State Heritage Park.
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Florida conjures up images of the beaches of Miami, the theme parks of Orlando and the 
arts scene of Tampa Bay—but for travellers yearning to step off the beaten path, many other 
remarkable destinations promise a whole host of attractions that will make your unique 
Sunshine State trip utterly unforgettable. 

FloRida
tHe sUnsHine state

mUst 
not  
miss

LEGOLAND FLORIDA RESORT: Located in Central Florida’s Polk County, this interactive theme park has more 
than 50 rides, shows and attractions and is the largest Legoland park in the world.

THE BEACH: Florida's beaches are as 
diverse as they are beautiful. From 

the jewel-green waters of northwest 
Florida to the coral-dotted lagoons 
of the Keys, the shoreline offers soft 

sands and sparkling waters.

it Doesn't get more

than...
FloRida

BOK TOWER GARDENS: Bok Tower 
Gardens in Central Florida is 

a National Historic Landmark, 
that features Olmsted Gardens, 

a majestic bell tower, carillon 
concerts and the impressive 

Pinewood Mansion. Located in 
Lake Wales among Central Florida’s 
rolling hills of citrus, this must-see 

historic gem has been inspiring 
travellers for more than 80 years.

Hidden Gem

state on a Plate
SEAFOOD: Taste a variety of 
seafood from blue crabs 
to pink shrimp. Or you 

can’t go wrong with the 
‘Catch of the Day’, which 

is most often snapper, 
grouper or mahi mahi.

Everglades National Park 
is the largest subtropical 

wilderness in the US.

On pristine Caladesi Island, quiet paths lead along the 
dunes, palms stand against the warm coastal breeze and 

sea turtles live without interference from people.



JULY 2016  CT/AmeriCA yours To disCover18   

Your Florida Home, Away From Home.

SAVINGS TO
40% OFF *

INCLUDES DAILY
COMPLIMENTARY HOT
BREAKFAST &  HAPPY

HOUR COCKTAILS
Sept. 6, 2016 to Feb 28, 2017

Florida

WHAT’S NEW?

★ MANATEE LAGOON: Manatee 
Lagoon is a new Palm 
Beach County educational 
attraction with a dedicated 
area for viewing manatees 
up close. 

★ DAYTONA SPEEDWAY 
EXPANSION: A $400 million 

expansion was just 
completed in January, with 
fan amenities taking the 
major focus. Embark on a 
90-minute VIP Tour to get 
the inside scoop on this 
most amazing facility.

★ BUILD-A-BOAT: Creative Cove 
is a new expansion area 

at Legoland Water Park 
that features Build-A-
Boat, an attraction where 
kids can create and race 
Lego watercraft through 
fast-flowing rivers.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ ST PETE/CLEARWATER: From 
world-renowned museums 
to local galleries and glass 
blowing studios, there’s a 
lot of creativity in St Pete/
Clearwater. Be sure not 
to miss the outstanding 
Chihuly Collection at the 
Morean Arts Center.

★ DAYTONA BEACH: It’s called 
‘The World Centre of 
Racing’, ‘The Festival 
Capital of Florida’ and ‘The 
Original American Beach’. 
What’s not to love about 
Daytona Beach?

★ SOUTH BEACH: With beautiful 
sunsets, fine ocean side 
dining and endless clubs 
and lounges equipped 
with delectable cocktails, 

Miami’s South Beach will 
quench your thirst for an 
exciting night out. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK: 
You’ll find numerous rare 
and endangered species 
like the manatee, the 
American crocodile and the 
elusive Florida panther. 

★ SAFARI WILDERNESS: At Safari 
Wilderness in Lakeland, 
you will be guided through 
lush wetlands and open 
grasslands, and enjoy 
spectacular close-up 
encounters with huge 
herds of exotic hoofstock. 
Tours are available by safari 
vehicle or on camel back.

★ FISHING: Imagine salt water 
fishing one day, freshwater 
the next and brackish on 
the third. Fish from two 
of Florida's six remaining 
wooden piers in Daytona 
Beach, cruise out to the 
deep sea from Ponce 
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Construction on Fort Jefferson 
in Dry Tortugas National Park 

began in 1846.



JULY 2016  CT/AmeriCA yours To disCover 19   

     

   800-828-7655   www.VisitCentralFlorida.org

Whoever said “You can’t please 
everyone” has never been 
to Central Florida.  
Home to LEGOLAND® Florida Resort, 
554 sparkling lakes, outstanding outdoor 
recreation and a trove of unique cultural 
experiences, this is the affordable and 
opportunity-rich paradise you’ve been 
searching for. And don’t forget: white-sand 
beaches, the most magical place on earth 
and more heart-racing roller coasters than 
you can count are just a short drive away.  

Your vacation in the middle of 
everywhere starts here.
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BANDS ON THE BEACH: There’s 
live music every Tuesday night 
from August until October at 
Pensacola Beach’s Gulfside 

Pavilion. Take your lawn chair 
and enjoy some great music 

and amazing sunsets. 

ANNUAL LOBSTER FESTIVAL & 
TOURNAMENT: With huge local 
lobsters on the weigh-in scales 

and fresh lobster prepared 
every mouth-watering way you 
can imagine, this event draws 

thousands of lobster-fans 
from all over the southeast. 

September 12 – 18 at Panama 
City Beach.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON RALLY: 
The Florida Harley-Davidson 
Owners Group (H.O.G.) Rally 

will be held in Polk County from 
October 25 to October 29.

DAYTONA BLUES FESTIVAL: 
This annual festival has rapidly 

grown into a family-friendly 
musical tradition throughout 
Central Florida. It features 

dozens of up-and-coming 
artists as well as some of the 

biggest names in Blues music. 
October 7 – 9.

BIKEFEST: With pleasant 
weather in early fall, this event 

attracts more than 100,000 
motorcycle enthusiasts and 

features the best sun, fun, surf 
and riding. Daytona Beach, 

October 13 – 16.

HALIFAX ART FESTIVAL: View 
the works of over 200 fine 
artists and artisans from all 

over the country at the second-
oldest continual art festival in 

the state of Florida.  
November 5 and 6.

THE DAYTONA TURKEY RUN: 
Presented by Daytona Beach 

Street Rods, this event 
features thousands of unique 
automobiles and swap-meet 

vendors. It is the largest 
classic car show in the US. 
November 24 to 27 at the 

infield of the ‘World Center of 

Racing’, Daytona International 
Speedway.

CLEARWATER SEA BLUES 
FESTIVAL: Seafood and blues 

festival taking place in beautiful 
Coachman Park in downtown 

Clearwater. February 18 and 19.

BIKE WEEK: Dubbed the 
‘World’s Largest Motorcycle 

Event’,  Bike Week is a 10-day 
event filled with high-octane 

street festivals, concerts, 
motorcycle races, bike shows, 

rallies and manufacturer 
showcases. March 10 – 19 in 

Daytona Beach.

FERRARI WORLD FINALS: To be 
held in North America for the 

very first time, the Ferrari World 
Finals will bring together all 

competitors from the European, 
North American and Asia 

Pacific series of the Ferrari 
Challenge for a battle for the 

World Championship at Daytona 
International Speedway’s road 

course. December 1 – 4.

Inlet and fish offshore and 
experience reeling in a bass 
from the storied St Johns 
River.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ THE DALI MUSEUM: Located 
in St Pete/Clearwater, this 
museum is home to the most 
complete collection of the 
Spanish surrealist’s work. 

★ PONCE DE LEON INLET 
LIGHTHOUSE: Enjoy spectacular 
360-degree views of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Completed 
in 1887, this is the tallest 
lighthouse in the state. 

★ FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 
ARCHITECTURE: Whether 
you are an architectural 
aficionado, history buff or 
just a lover of interesting 
sights, you won’t regret 
exploring the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Architecture 
collection at Florida Southern 
College.

www.visitflorida.com ✪

wHat's on
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Georgia
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Stroll the cobblestone streets of Savannah, disconnect from the 
world at the Cumberland Island National Seashore—where 
wild horses roam natural beaches—or watch the city skyline 
light up as the sun goes down in Atlanta. Georgia’s energetic 
cities and peaceful coastline boast unique experiences that can 
only be found in the Peach State. 

GeoRGia
tHe PeaCH state wHat's on

GEORGIA MOUNTAIN FAIR: With 
first class musical performances, 

arts and crafts and carnival 
rides, this fair provides 

something for every member of 
the family. July 15 - 23.

BRAGG JAM MUSIC, ARTS & KIDS’ 
FESTIVAL: Rain or shine, bands 
spanning all genres will take to 
stages across the city. July 30.

SKY HIGH HOT AIR BALLOON 
FESTIVAL: The sky above 

Callaway Gardens will be full of 
balloons and between launches, 

you can enjoy miniature golf, 
table tennis, shuffleboard, arts 
and crafts and rock-climbing. 

September 2 - 4.

Georgia Waterfalls Mobile 
App.

CITY LIGHTS

★ SAVANNAH: The city of 
Savannah is as sweet 
as honey. Indulge in a 
signature honey-tasting 
at the Savannah Bee 
Company with the help of 
a honey expert.

★ ATLANTA BELTLINE: The 
Atlanta BeltLine is the 
most comprehensive 
transportation and 
economic development 
effort ever undertaken in 
the city. Year-round events 
include free fitness classes 
and diverse tours through 
the corridor to the largest 
temporary outdoor art 
exhibition in the south. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ THE CAVE: This cool, natural 
limestone cave at Rolater 
Park provides welcome 
relief on a hot summer 
day. You’ll find some truly 
impressive stalagmites and 
see the legendary ‘Devil's 
Stool’ formation.

★ OKEFENOKEE ADVENTURES: 
Experience the canoe 
and camping trip of a 
lifetime in the backcountry 
wilderness of the swamp 
interior. If you’d rather stay 
on land, you can bike or 
drive along Swamp Island 
Drive.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE: The 
site commemorates the 
area where Dr King was 
born, lived, worshiped and 
is now buried. 

★ ETOWAH INDIAN MOUNDS: This 
historic site contains six 
earthen mounds, a plaza, 
a village area, borrow pits 
and a defensive ditch. 
This is the most intact 
Mississippian cultural site 
in the southeastern US.

www.exploregeorgia.org ✪

mUst 
not  
miss

PEACHES: You haven’t tried a peach 
until you’ve tried a Georgia peach. 

More than 40 varieties of fresh 
Georgia peaches are available 

from mid-May through to August.

it Doesn't get more

than...
GeoRGia

NOAH’S ARK ANIMAL SANCTUARY: This non-profit animal sanctuary is home to an amazing array of animals, 
from horses, bison and deer to cougars, parrots and monkeys. Among the star attractions you’ll find the ‘famous 
trio’: a lion, tiger and bear who are all best friends.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ FOODIE FOOTPRINTS: 
Atlanta Food Walks 
hosts three-hour small-
group storytelling 
walks through the city’s 
most mouthwatering 
neighbourhoods. Get a 
taste of the south with 

regional classics like 
creamy Lowcountry shrimp 
and grits or sweet Creole 
candies.

★ MOBILE WATERFALLS: Get all 
the information you want 
on more than 50 waterfalls 
and their nearby attractions 
with the new Discover 

BRASSTOWN BALD: Pack your 
camera for the climb from the 

parking lot to the Brasstown Bald 
Visitors Center and Observation 

Deck, where you can soak up the 
360-degree views. On clear days, 

you can see four states.

Can’t miss  
selFie sPot 

state on a Plate
FRIED GREEN TOMATOES: Taste the 

dish that the film Fried Green 
Tomatoes is named after.Tomatoes is named after.

Savannah's streets picture-perfect when  
you wander off the beaten track.
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The Hawaiian Islands are 
comprised of six major islands: 
Kauai, Oahu, Molokai, Lanai, 
Maui and Hawaii Island. The 
state is home to one of the 
world’s most active volcanoes, 
the birthplace of surfing and 
hula and the former seat of a 
royal kingdom—but perhaps 
Hawaii’s most unique feature is 
its ‘Aloha Spirit’: the warmth of 
the people of Hawaii.
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tHe aloHa state

ALOHA FESTIVALS: Preserving the island’s unique traditions, these cultural celebrations of Hawaii’s music, dance 
and history feature pageantry, parades, street parties, concerts and family activities. September 17 and 24.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ FLYING HIGH: WestJet 
recently added services 
from Alberta to Hawaii, 
flying two of its Boeing 
767-300 extended-range 
aircraft from Calgary and 
Edmonton to Honolulu 
in Oahu and Kahului in 
Maui.

★ STAY IN STYLE: Waikiki’s 
newest boutique hotel, 

ANINI BEACH PARK: Miles of white 
sandy beach, a quiet lagoon 

created by the longest and widest 
fringing reef in the Hawaiian Islands 
and well-protected waters provide 

some of the most consistent 
conditions for snorkelling, paddle 

boarding and wind surfing.

Hidden Gem

wHat's on
PRINCE LOT HULA FESTIVAL: 

This Honolulu festival celebrates 
Hawaiian culture with food and 

refreshments, traditional games, 
lomilomi massages and arts and 

crafts. July 16 - 17.

KOLOA PLANTATION DAYS: 
Held where Hawaii’s first sugar 

plantation was founded in 1835, 
Koloa Plantation Days offer 

lively, family-oriented events that 
showcase the area’s social and 

natural history and diverse cultural 
traditions. July 23 - 31.

KONA COFFEE CULTURAL FESTIVAL: 
Hawaii’s longest-running food 
festival features more than 50 

events in Kona, including coffee 
plantation and mill tours, a parade, 

the Miracle Mile Race, a golf 
tournament, art exhibits and a 

recipe contest. November 4 - 13.

mUst 
not  
miss

Hawaii

HALEAKALA NATIONAL PARK: 
Climb Maui’s highest peak for a 
magnificent sunrise or sunset. If 
you’re feeling adventurous, cycle 
down the dormant volcano after 
soaking in the amazing views.

it Doesn't get more

than...
Hawaii

the Surfjack Hotel & 
Swim Club, offers 112 
bungalows and suites that 
reveal the true meaning 
of aloha.

CITY LIGHTS

★ SUNSET RANCH: Nestled 
above Waimea Valley on 
the North Shore, Sunset 
Ranch is home to a horse 
ranch, coffee and citrus 
farms, an aquaculture site 
and a botanical garden, as 
well as spectacular ocean 
and mountain views.

★ INSPIRE YOUR ENERGY: 
Fairmont Kea Lani Maui 
has launched a new 
fitness and wellness 
program encompassing 
a daily schedule of yoga, 
boot camp, meditation 
breathing and aqua 
fitness.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ OPAEKAA FALLS: Cascading 
down into a hidden pool, 
this is easily one of the 
Kauai’s most accessible 
major waterfalls.

★ LEAHI: Also called Diamond 
Head, Leahi in Oahu 
rewards hikers with 
panoramic views of Waikiki 
and Oahu’s south shore. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ HANA: Step back in time 
to the largest Hawaiian 
temple in the islands 
and venture south to the 
outskirts of Haleakala 
National Park, where 
you’ll find the popular 
Pools of Oheo.

★ WAA KAULUA: These double-
walled canoes transported 
Hawaiian navigators 
and explorers across 
the Pacific Ocean for 
thousands of years. Learn 
the ropes of Polynesian 
voyaging during your 
visit.

www.gohawaii.com ✪

state on a Plate
POKE: Poke is a dish that has been 

eaten in Hawaii longer than just 
about anything else. It is chunks 

of tuna marinated in soy and 
sesame, containing everything 
from lime and ginger to green 

onions and spicy chili peppers.

Chasing rainbows at Mount Leahi 
(Diamond Head), Waikiki, Oahu.

Epic scenes at Halemaumau 
Crater at Hawaii Volcanoes 

National Park, Hawaii Island.
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Nestled along the western side of the Continental Divide of the 
Rocky Mountains, Idaho is a vast and diverse state. Northern 
Idaho gleams with emerald green hillsides and sparkling lakes, 
central Idaho is full of rugged mountains, wilderness areas and 
farms, and the south is all about wide-open vistas, lush farmland 
and vibrant cities. You’ll find spectacular scenery and abundant 
recreational opportunities around every bend.

idaHo
tHe Gem state

See Mother Nature in all 
her glory at Mesa Falls.

FESTIVAL AT SANDPOINT: 
Located on the lake at 

Sandpoint, this culturally and 
ethnically diverse music festival 
is now in its 34th season. The 
2016 line-up includes Bruce 

Hornby and the Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Band. August 4 - 14.

CALDWELL NIGHT RODEO: 
There are seven main events 
in the Caldwell Night Rodeo: 

bareback riding, steer wrestling, 
team roping, saddle bronc, tie-
down roping, barrel racing and 

bull riding. August 16 - 20.

TRAILING OF THE SHEEP 
FESTIVAL: Shop for handmade 
wool scarves or take a cooking 

class—and don’t miss the 
sheep parade. October 6 - 9.

wHat's on

Town in America’ in 2011, 
Sandpoint is located on 
the magnificent Lake Pend 
Oreille, Idaho’s largest 
and deepest lake. This area 
features countless outdoor 
activities and a vibrant arts 
scene.

★ SUN VALLEY: While it is 
best-known as a ski resort, 
Sun Valley also offers 
year-round activities for all 
ages, including horseback 
riding, mountain biking 
and fishing.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ LAVA HOT SPRINGS: Once a 
sacred gathering place for 
the Bannock and Shoshone 
Tribes, today travellers 
seek out the healing 
properties of the naturally-
heated waters year-round. 
In the summer, bounce 
between the hot soaking 
pools and the city’s cool 
pools and water slides.

★ WHITEWATER RAFTING: More 
than 4,800 kilometres of 
whitewater, ranging from 
white-knuckle thrill rides 
to easy floats, are begging 
to be explored. Outfitters 
offer trips varying in 
length from half-day thrill 
rides to seven-day trips on 
some of the country’s most 
scenic rivers.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ WALLACE BLUES FESTIVAL: 
Downtown Wallace turns 
down the lights and turns 
up the tunes with Blues 
entertainment each July. 
Multiple stages and Blues 
artists invite you to dance 
in the streets.  

★ OREGON TRAIL: Popular 
attractions and historical 
sites include the National 
Oregon/California Trail 
Center, Soda Springs, the 
Enders Hotel Museum, 
Massacre Rocks State Park 
and Register Rock.

www.visitidaho.org ✪

WHAT’S NEW?

★ CLOUD NINE: The Boulder-
White Clouds Wilderness 
designation went into 
effect last summer, creating 
three new wilderness areas 
in Idaho. It offers plenty of 
backcountry experiences, 
including fishing, hiking, 
horseback riding, camping 
and wildlife viewing.

★ SPUD CITY: The Idaho Potato 
Museum in Blackfoot 
recently redesigned all of 
its exhibits and added a 
potato café that serves up 
baked potatoes, fries and 
chips.

CITY LIGHTS

★ SANDPOINT: Voted ‘The 
Most Beautiful Small 

MESA FALLS: Located on the Mesa 
Falls Scenic Byway between Island 
Park and Ashton, these falls are a 
thunderous curtain of water. Stop 

at the visitor centre before heading 
to the Upper Mesa Falls overlook 

to take a memorable selfie.

Can’t miss  
selFie sPot 

ERNEST HEMINGWAY: The famous author of The Old Man and the Sea, A Farewell to Arms and For Whom the Bell Tolls 
arrived in Sun Valley in 1939. He is now buried in Ketchum.

state
staR

WHITEWATER RAFTING: From the 
iconic Middle Fork of the Salmon 

to the rugged Selway and the 
family-friendly Payette, a trip to 

Idaho should always include a few 
hours or days enjoying a thrilling 

ride aboard a raft or kayak.

it Doesn't get more

than...
idaHo

ride aboard a raft or kayak.

With Payette Lake as its 
centrepiece, McCall is a 
summer playground for  
biking, hiking and fishing.
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With vibrant cities and small towns that will take you back to the 
19th century, Illinois provides the perfect balance of relaxation 
and excitement. Take a historic drive down Route 66, discover 
rich presidential history and explore renowned museums. From 
Chicago and Rockford to Springfield and Galena—and all points 
in between—Illinois is an unforgettable journey.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN: It’s not called the ‘Land of Lincoln’ for nothing. There are more Lincoln historical sites 
in Illinois than anywhere else in the world.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ FABULOUS 4D: Six Flags Great 
America has a new ride 
called ‘Justice League: 
Battle for Metropolis’. 
Riders are thrust into 
the middle of battle 
using high-definition 3D 
animation, animatronic 
characters and wind, mist, 
fire and fog effects.

★ NAVY PIER: A new Ferris 
wheel is the most 
recent step in achieving 
a re-imagined Navy 
Pier, which also now 
includes new public art 
installations, interactive 
water features and outdoor 
lighting.

CITY LIGHTS

★ CHICAGO: Skydeck Chicago 
at the Willis Tower contains 
glass boxes that jut out 
from the side of the 
skyscraper, offering views 
across the horizon while 
you hover above the street 
below.

★ ROCK ISLAND: This 
entertainment plaza in the 
arts and entertainment 
district sits right on the 
bank of the Mississippi 
River. Evening concerts, 
comedy shows and theatre 
productions are a great 
way to unwind after a day 
of shopping and eating 
along the riverfront.

MERMET SPRINGS: It may look like 
an ordinary lake, but dive deeper 
and you will find an entire airplane 
that was dropped there during the 
filming of the movie US Marshals. 
Other submerged vehicles and an 
underwater ‘Petting Zoo’ complete 
with concrete animal statues await 

at the bottom too.

Hidden Gem

wHat's on
ILLINOIS STATE FAIR: Make new 
friends while enjoying local food, 

entertainment and family fun. 
August 11 - 21.

CHICAGO AIR AND WATER SHOW: 
Civilian and military aircraft 

perform at soaring heights, while 
parachute teams and flying 
aerobatic acts entertain the 

audience below. August 20 and 21.

INTERNATIONAL ROUTE 66 
MOTHER ROAD FESTIVAL: 

Over 1,000 cars will roll into 
Springfield's historic downtown 

neighborhood for a weekend 
of family fun and live music. 

September 23 - 25.

state
staR

Illinois

ARCHITECTURE: Illinois features 
many Frank Lloyd Wright designs, 
including the Dana-Thomas House 

and Laurent House. Chicago is home 
to the first skyscraper ever built. Take 
a tour to experience world renowned 

designs throughout the city.

it Doesn't get more

than...
illinois

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST: 
Nestled between the 
Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers, the home of 
the famed ‘Garden of 
the Gods’ has a rolling 
landscape with lakes, 
creeks and rugged bluffs 
to explore.

★ ANDERSON JAPANESE GARDENS: 
Inspired by tranquility, 
this garden in Rockford 
is ranked among top 
Japanese gardens in North 
America.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ ROUTE 66: Swoop into a 
classic American diner 
or pull into an old-school 
drive-in. Quirky roadside 
attractions like the World’s 
Largest Ketchup Bottle, 
the Gemini Giant and 
the Paul Bunyan Hot Dog 
Statue make memorable 
photo-ops. 

★ ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO: 
The second largest 
museum in the US houses 
more than 300,000 works 
of art.

illinois
tHe land oF linColn

Historic Route 
66 provides 

plenty of  iconic 
experiences. 

state on a Plate
DEEP DISH PIZZA: Made with a thick 
crust and layers of gooey cheese 

and toppings baked in a large 
pan, deep dish pizza is a must 
when visiting the windy city.
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Located in the Midwest and surrounded by Lake Michigan to 
the north and the Ohio River on the south, Indiana offers an 
exquisitely diverse terrain. From the flat land in the north to the 
rolling hills in the south, Indiana is dotted with beautiful lakes, 
cooling reservoirs and stunning cities.
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INDIANAPOLIS 500: This is the world’s largest single-day sporting event and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway is a Mecca for motorsports enthusiasts.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ BABY ANIMALS: The 
Indianapolis Zoo is home 
to plenty of babies and 
young animals, including 
an orangutan, giraffe, 
gibbon, meerkat, lion, kudu, 
flamingo and bottlenose 
dolphin.

★ 200TH BIRTHDAY: There 
will be plenty of events 
to celebrate Indiana’s 
bicentennial; one of the 
major events will be a torch 
relay that will traverse all 92 
of Indiana’s counties.

CITY LIGHTS

★ INDIANAPOLIS: Borrow a bike 

wHat's on
QUILT GARDENS: More than one 

million vibrant, blossoming 
flowers transform Quilt Gardens 

into stunning murals and works of 
art. May 30 - October 1.

INDIANA STATE FAIR: Experience 
17 days of free entertainment, 

thrill rides and spectacles and a 
plethora of food and fun.  

August 5 - 21.

INDIANA BICENTENNIAL TORCH 
RELAY: Designed to inspire and 
unify Hoosiers, this event is also 

open to international visitors. 
September 9 - October 15.

mUst 
not  
miss

Indiana

COMMUNITY SPORTS: In the fall and 
winter, high schools and colleges 

across the state fill to the brim 
with spectators who cheer wildly 

for their basketball team.

it Doesn't get more

than...
indiana

from the Pacers Bike Share 
program and visit the 
cultural districts or pedal 
all the way up to Hamilton 
County for art galleries an 
delicious cuisine.

★ FORT WAYNE: Known for 
being a kid-friendly 
destination, take your 
family to the Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo, visit 
Science Central, walk 
around the Botanical 
Conservatory and cheer 
at a baseball game at 
Parkview Field. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ KNOBSTONE TRAIL: 
Often compared to 
the Appalachian Trail, 
Indiana’s longest footpath 
winds through Clark, 
Scott and Washington 
counties in the southern 
part of the state.

★ LAKE MICHIGAN: The 
beaches, trails and sand 
dunes along the shore 
of Lake Michigan are all 
part of the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore and 
Indiana Dunes State Park. 
In addition to the dunes, 
you can explore grasses, 
forests and wetlands.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ MINI GOLF: The 
Indianapolis Museum of 
Art has a summer mini 
golf course featuring 18 
holes designed by local, 
regional and national 
artists. Each hole was 
designed to honour 
Indiana’s history, heritage 
and landmarks.

★ COLUMBUS AREA VISITORS 
CENTER: The community 
showcases over 70 
buildings and public 
art pieces by top 
international names. New 
installations are exhibited 
every year.

www.visitindiana.com ✪

indiana
tHe HoosieR state

MONUMENT CIRCLE: Located in the 
heart of the state’s capital, this 
monument is the iconic symbol 

of the entire state. Officially 
known as the Soldiers and 

Sailors Memorial, Monument 
Circle is the reason Indianapolis’ 

nickname is the Circle City.

Can’t miss  
selFie sPot 

WARSAW: This picturesque lake 
community boasts a number of 
water activities, fishing spots, 

great biking trails and shops and 
restaurants.

Hidden Gem

state on a Plate
DINNER AND DESSERT: Indiana 

breaded pork tenderloin and sugar 
cream pie are two signature dishes 

of the Hoosier State.

Indiana Caverns offers tours 
that include boat ride.

Indiana's famous sand 
dunes attract millions 
of adventure-junkies 

every year.
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From fascinating museums and historic sites to theme parks and art galleries, Iowa offers attractions 
galore. Drink in the state’s history at breweries and wineries that are housed in historic buildings and 
accept food challenges like sampling the hottest burger in the world.
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iowa
tHe Hawkeye state

SQUIRREL CAGE JAIL: One of three remaining examples of rotary cell jails, this three-storey 
brick structure in Council Bluffs was completed in 1885 and used until 1969.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ QUARTER BARREL: Quarter 
Barrel is a new arcade-
themed brewpub—the 
first of its kind in the 
Cedar Rapids area. Enjoy 
playing almost 30 vintage 
arcade games (Donkey 
Kong, Tron, etc) as well as 
pizza and craft brews in 
this beautifully-renovated 
historic building.

★ LAUNCHPAD CHILDREN’S 
MUSEUM: This Sioux 
City museum provides 
opportunities for children 
ages 6 months to 10-years-
old to play and discover. 
Exhibits feature themes like 
water and wind and farm 
to table, and they have all 
been designed to promote 
imagination.

★ IOWA QUILT MUSEUM: Housed 
in a historic building in 
Winterset town square, 

this new museum houses 
changing exhibits of both 
vintage and new American 
quilts. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ MASON CITY: Discover the 
boyhood home of author 
Meredith Willson, Music 
Man Square, Frank Lloyd 
Wright architecture and 
unique festivals.

★ PELLA: The architecture 
will make you think of 
Holland, along with the 
wooden shoes, delicate 
Dutch pastries and the 
tallest working windmill in 
the US.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ MAQUOKETA CAVES STATE 
PARK: Probably Iowa’s most 
unique state park. A trail 
system connects the caves, 
formations and overlooks. 

★ BACKBONE STATE PARK: Located 

near Dundee, Backbone 
State Park is Iowa’s oldest 
State Park and boasts more 
than 32 kilometres of multi-
use trails. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ MAHARISHI VEDIC CITY: Are you 
interested in holistic health 
and eco-friendly activities? 
At the Maharishi Vedic City, 
you can learn more about 
these topics. Established in 
2001, this is Iowa’s newest 
incorporated city and it was 
created as a model of ideal 
city life.

★ SALT AND PEPPER SHAKER 
GALLERY: Kitschy? Definitely. 
Cool? Oh, absolutely! 
Started in 1948 by Traer 
resident Ruth Rasmussen, 
this collection features 
16,000 sets of salt and 
pepper shakers—and it’s 
still growing.

www.traveliowa.com ✪

GALLERIA DE PACO: Paco Rosic, 
at the time a 27-year-old artist, 

recreated Michelangelo’s Sistine 
Chapel ceiling using only cans of 
spray paint to interpret the world-

renowned masterpiece in this 
Waterloo restaurant.

Hidden Gem

mUst 
not  
miss

Iowa

IOWA STATE FAIR: The annual 
August extravaganza inspired the 
novel State Fair. The Des Moines 

fair features one of the world’s 
largest livestock shows, the 

state’s largest art show and more 
food on-a-stick than you can 

shake a stick at!

it Doesn't get more

than...
iowa

shake a stick at!

wHat's on
OVERALLS ALL OVER: In honour 
of Grant Wood’s 125th birthday, 
Cedar Rapids has installed 30 
life-sized fiber glass statues of 
the farmer and daughter from 

American Gothic. They will be on 
display until September 4.

TULIP FESTIVAL: Each May Orange 
City welcomes thousands of 

visitors with its old Dutch customs. 

IOWA STATE FAIR: The 
internationally-acclaimed Iowa 
State Fair attracts more than a 

million fun-lovers from around the 
world to Des Moines each August.

Trail highlights at Maquoketa Caves Park include 
the 17-tonne 'Balanced Rock' and the 'Dancehall 

Cave', where dances were once held.
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History buffs can explore Kansas’ legendary cowboy towns and 
visit the state’s countless museums. Outdoor enthusiasts can observe 
American bison at wildlife refuges or along the highways in western 
Kansas and the Flint Hills. For nature-lovers, Kansas is home to the 
largest remaining tall grass prairie in North America, providing a 
glimpse of what the continent looked like 200 years ago.
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kansas 
tHe sUnFloweR state

wHat's on
DODGE CITY DAYS: Get a taste of 

the country lifestyle at this 10-day 
celebration in one of the country’s 
last remaining Wild West towns, 

Dodge City. Check out the rodeo, 
the classic car show, the barbecue 
contest and the crowning of Miss 
Rodeo Kansas and Miss Rodeo 

Kansas Princess. July 28 - August 7.

KANSAS CITY RENAISSANCE 
FESTIVAL: Watch knights joust on 

thundering steeds, roam the village 
shops for unique crafts and delight 
in comedy, music and magic on 20 
stages. September 3 - October 16.

KANSAS CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL: 
This Topeka event features 

cooking demonstrations, food 
trucks and many other chocolate-
themed activities. We’re drooling 

already. September 24.

you the virtual thrill 
and adrenaline rush of 
skydiving.

CITY LIGHTS

★ KANSAS CITY: From its 
world class racing and 
grand scale shopping 
to its distinctive dining 
options and stylish hotels, 
Kansas City offers unique 
experiences packed 
with hospitality, family 
fun adventures and 
entertainment.

★ TOPEKA: Discover why 
the locals call Topeka 
‘TopCity’. As the capital of 
Kansas, there are a wealth 
of opportunities and 
amenities that exceed the 
size of the city.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ KANSAS RIVER TRAIL: Discover 
a new perspective of 
Kansas from the water. 
Find peaceful solitude 
or challenge yourself by 
tackling some of the more 
adventurous parts of the 
river.

★ TAKE A BIKE: Wilson State 
Park is home to the single-
track Switchgrass Epic 
Mountain Bike Trail in the 
Hell Creek area. It was 
the first mountain bike 
trail in Kansas designated 
as an ‘Epic Trail’ by the 
International Mountain 
Bike Association.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ OZ MUSEUM: See artifacts 
from the movie and learn 
about L Frank Baum, 
author of The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz.

★ MUSEUM OF WORLD 
TREASURES: Experience 
a trip through time at 
this Wichita museum. 
Highlights include 
Ivan the T Rex, two real 
Egyptian mummies and 
expansive military history 
exhibits.

www.TravelKS.com ✪

SUNFLOWER FIELDS: Kansas’ sea 
of gold is breathtaking. Only in 
bloom two or three weeks out 
of the year, August is the time 
to catch these glittering yellow 

flowers.

it Doesn't get more

than...
kansas

mUst 
not  
miss

STRATACA: Explore 200 metres below the earth's surface at the salt mines of Strataca in Hutchinson. 
This museum features mined areas, geographic formations and exhibits that showcase artifacts.

Kansas

WHAT’S NEW?

★ HANG WITH THE HERD: 
Wichita’s Sedgwick 
County Zoo now has the 
third largest elephant 
exhibit in the country: the 
Elephants of the Zambezi 

River Valley.

★ IFLY: Want to sky-dive, 
without jumping out of 
a plane? Overland Park 
in Kansas City has a 
new attraction to make 
it happen. iFLY gives 

state on a Plate
KANSAS BEEF: Kansas is cattle 
country, so don’t miss out on 

the opportunity to sample a truly 
great steak.

The golden fields of  
the Sunflower State.

Be inspired at Tallgrass  
Prairie National Reserve.
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Kentucky is the ‘Horse Capital of the World’, maker of 95 percent 
of the world’s Bourbon, home to Mammoth Cave—the longest 
cave system in the world—and the birthplace of Abraham 
Lincoln, Muhammad Ali and Bill Monroe, the Father of Bluegrass 
Music. Go for large music festivals like ROMP and food festivals 
like the International Bar-B-Que Festival—and stay for truly 
spectacular outdoor adventures.

kentUCky
tHe BlUeGRass state

The Skydome Sinkhole 
Experience’.  

CITY LIGHTS

★ LOUISVILLE: Louisville is 
having a foodie moment 
as it showcases up-and-
coming chefs and 
restaurants. There are also 
over 120 parks within the 
city to enjoy.

★ LEXINGTON: Surrounded 
by gorgeous bluegrass 
thoroughbred horse farms, 
Lexington is also the hub 
for the Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail. You can bourbon-hop 
between nine distilleries.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES: 
This national recreation 
area is an island strung 
between two man 
made lakes. Outdoor 
opportunities include 
boating, fishing, horseback 
riding, golf and wildlife-
viewing.

★ CUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL 
PARK: Cumberland 
Gap National Park 
has a lot to offer: rich 
history, spectacular 
scenery, impressive 
vistas, unique geologic 
sandstone formations and 
magnificent underground 
caverns.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ ABRAHAM LINCOLN: The 
Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace National 
Historical Park preserves 
two rural farm sites in 
LaRue County where 
Abraham Lincoln was 
born and lived until the 
age of seven.

★ INTERNATIONAL BLUEGRASS 
MUSIC MUSEUM: Located in 
downtown Owensboro, 
this is the world’s 
only facility dedicated 
to preserving the 
international history of 
Bluegrass music.

www.kentuckytourism.com ✪

mUst 
not  
miss

THE KENTUCKY DERBY: Dating back 
to 1857, the Kentucky Derby 

has become synonymous with 
Kentucky cultural icons like the 
Mint Julep, fashionable ladies’ 

hats and emotional renditions of 
the state song, My Old Kentucky 

Home.

it Doesn't get more

than...
kentUCky

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK: This is the longest known cave system in the world. The park offers a variety 
of tours, from a 45-minute introductory tour right up to multi-hour spelunking expeditions.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ HORSING AROUND: A new 
tourism venture at Horse 
Country in Lexington 
takes visitors behind-
the-scenes to learn about 
thoroughbreds.  

★ NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM 
SKYDOME, BOWLING GREEN: 
After a large sinkhole 
formed in the Skydome 
of the National Corvette 
Museum, a special exhibit 
has been created called 
the ‘Corvette Cave-In: 

wHat's on
KENTUCKY BOURBON FESTIVAL: 

This community festival salutes the 
Bourbon-making process and its 

history. September 12 - 18.

ST JAMES COURT ART SHOW: This 
juried fine arts and crafts show 

hosts more than 700 artists from 
across North America.  

September 30 - October 2.

SOUTHERN LIGHTS: Located 
in Kentucky Horse Park, this 

spectacle of holiday lights has 
grown to attract visitors from 

around the world.  
November 18 - December 31.

NIAGARA OF THE SOUTH: Cumberland 
Falls offers a phenomenon not 

found anywhere else in the 
western hemisphere: go during a 
full moon to witness the waterfall 
display an astonishing moonbow.

Can’t miss  
selFie sPot 

state on a Plate
HOT BROWN: The ultimate in comfort 

food, the Kentucky Hot Brown 
is an American hot sandwich 

originally created in 1926 at the 
Brown Hotel to serve to late night 

guests.guests.

Cumberland Falls are known as 
the ‘Niagara of the South’.

The historic working farm at Pleasant Hills was once 
home to the Shakers. It has a nature preserve that is a 

national model for large scale habitat management.
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In New Orleans, it’s Fat Tuesday every day of the week. Perhaps it’s 

because the city is the birthplace of jazz and the cocktail. There’s 

something to amuse and delight around every cobblestoned corner, 

especially the tax-free shopping savings. 

Visit www.neworleansinfo.com and start planning your trip today.

Mask optional. Fun inevitable.

Louisiana

New Orleans’ famed French Quarter, antebellum plantation mansions dotted along the banks of the mighty Mississippi River, and 
outdoor adventures in swamps and marshes: Louisiana is ripe for exploration. The state is rooted in an irresistible mix of French, Spanish, 
Caribbean, African and First Nations cultures, which—when blended—fuel two of the state’s most prized offerings: food and music.
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loUisiana
tHe sPoRtsman’s PaRadise

include fine Creole dining, 
nightlife and sightseeing 
tours that focus upon 
history, voodoo and historic 
cemeteries.

★ BATON ROUGE: The state’s 
capital city is experiencing 
stellar growth in visitor 
interest due to a local 
revitalization in its 
downtown and Mississippi 
Riverfront entertainment 
district, which offer new 
live music, culinary and 
sightseeing activities.

★ HOUMA: Looking for 
alligator-infused 
adventures in cypress 

swamps and Gulf coastal 
marshes? Just one hour 
from New Orleans, Houma 
has several swamp tour 
providers to get you 
up-close and personal with 
a toothy reptile.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ KISATCHIE NATIONAL FOREST: 
Top activities in the state’s 
only national forest include 
hiking, camping, mountain 
biking, paddling and 
horseback riding.

★ BIRDING: The Creole Nature 
Trail sits within a major 
North American migratory 

LOUIS ARMSTRONG: Born in New Orleans, Louis Armstrong is considered the great instigator of jazz music. 
Satchmo’s influence is still heard today in the thriving contemporary jazz scene in New Orleans.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ FOLLOW THE BEER: Now 
boasting some 17 breweries 
statewide, Louisiana’s beer 
trails pass through the 
Crescent City Brewhouse 
and the Courtyard Brewery 
in New Orleans, the Old 
Rail Brewing Company in 
Mandeville and the Red 
River Brewing Company in 
Shreveport, to name a few.

★ PLAYIN’ THE BLUES: BB King’s 
Blues Club has opened 
on Decatur Street in New 
Orleans’ French Quarter, 
featuring Memphis 
barbecue, classic New 

Orleans cuisine and music 
by local musicians seven 
days a week.

★ WAR HISTORY: The National 
World War II Museum 
in New Orleans has 
opened the Boeing Center, 
which showcases military 
weaponry.

CITY LIGHTS

★ NEW ORLEANS: Home to 
the world-famous French 
Quarter and the adjacent 
artsy Faubourg Marigny, 
Bywater, Treme and 
Uptown districts, popular 
activities in New Orleans 

state
staR

Ride an airboat 
through the cypress 
forest of Henderson 

Swamp.
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In New Orleans, it’s Fat Tuesday every day of the week. Perhaps it’s 

because the city is the birthplace of jazz and the cocktail. There’s 

something to amuse and delight around every cobblestoned corner, 

especially the tax-free shopping savings. 

Visit www.neworleansinfo.com and start planning your trip today.

Mask optional. Fun inevitable.
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wHat's on
RED RIVER REVEL: This visual and 

performing arts festival is the 
largest outdoor festival in north 

Louisiana.  
Shreveport, October 1 - 8.

MARDI GRAS: With its floats, 
parades, outdoor concerts and 

performances, this vibrant, artistic 
celebration overtakes the streets 
of New Orleans each year. Locals 
call it the ‘Greatest Free Show on 

Earth’. February 28.

NEW ORLEANS WINE & FOOD 
FESTIVAL: Attend a dinner or a 

food seminar, sample rare wines 
and shop for your new favourite 

Merlot. May.

ANTEBELLUM PLANTATIONS: One 
of the most popular activities for 
travellers is visiting antebellum 

plantation homes to see the 
stunning architecture and elaborate 
furnishings and hear tales of life in 
Louisiana before to the Civil War.

Hidden Gem

state on a Plate
GUMBO: Louisiana’s classic dish is 
a stew-like soup of either seafood 

(a Creole gumbo) or chicken 
and Andouille sausage (a Cajun 

gumbo) served over rice. It’s most 
often eaten in the winter months, 
due to its hearty and filling nature.

THE BLUE MOON SALOON: When 
visiting Lafayette, you can’t 

miss this casual bar and historic 
guesthouse. The outdoor bar 

features live music most nights of 
the week.

it Doesn't get more

than...
loUisiana

the week.

Louisiana

flyway. Frequent visitors 
include varieties of ducks, 
egrets, geese, herons, 
ibises, pelicans and the 
roseate spoonbill.

★ LOUISIANA GULF COAST: In 
addition to popular public 
beaches like Grand Isle, 
Rutherford Beach and 
Holly Beach, the Gulf is 
one of the richest fisheries 
in the western hemisphere. 
Charter fishing boats 
operate year-round, 
pursuing species like 
speckled trout, redfish, 

cobia, grouper, snapper 
and mackerel.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ JEAN LAFITTE NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE SYSTEM: These 
six sites document and 
preserve regional history 
and culture. Museums 
in Lafayette, Eunice and 
Thibodaux showcase local 
Cajun culture, while sites in 
New Orleans and Chalmette 
focus on jazz music and the 
War of 1812. The Barataria 
Preserve is a wildlife and 
habitat refuge in Lafitte.

★ AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE 
TRAIL: Statewide sites 
showcase the contributions 
of African Americans to 
history, culture, the arts, 
food and music.

★ HISTORIC VOODOO MUSEUM: 
Located in New Orleans’ 
French Quarter, this 
museum focuses on the 
mysteries of this practice, 
which has been prevalent 
in the city since its 
establishment in the 1700s.

www.LouisianaTravel.com ✪
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The Red River Revel is 
an annual festival of 
food, culture, art and 
music in Shreveport.

Learn about the history of slavery at  
the Whitney Plantation near Wallace.
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Maine embraces all that is authentic, unique and simple. It’s 
a place where you’ll find inspiration, whether it’s in the joy of 
finding the best locally-crafted beer or perfect lobster roll, or the 
soul-restoring calm of watching the sun rise over the Atlantic.
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maine
tHe Pine tRee statewHat's on

MAINE LOBSTER FESTIVAL: 
Along with tonnes of Maine 
lobster, this world famous 
New England event held in 
Rockland features maritime 

displays and demonstrations, 
arts and crafts and harbour 

cruises. August 3 – 7.

AMERICAN FOLK FESTIVAL: 
Experience the American 

Folk Festival in Bangor with 
traditional performers who 
celebrate the richness and 
variety of American culture 
in this free, three-day, multi-
stage event. August 26 - 28.

HARVEST ON THE HARBOR: 
This three-day event in 

Portland features seminars, 
tastings, and exquisite 

dinners crafted by renowned 
chefs. October 19 - 23.

best restaurants in New 
England.

★ LEWISTON/AUBURN: The 
Lewiston/Auburn 
communities, which are 
better known as ‘L/A’, have 
experienced a resurgence 
and growth in the last 
few years, including 
the refurbishment of a 
number of old textile mills. 
Ingrained deeply into the 
hearts of the proud people 
of the area, Museum L/A 
houses collections related 
to the Franco-American 
heritage of the region.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ ACADIA NATIONAL PARK: 
Located on Mount 
Desert Island, Acadia 
National Park features 
endless hiking trails and 
Rockefeller-built carriage 
roads, as well as countless 
scenic views.

★ BEACHES: From the long, 
sandy beaches in the south, 
to the secret little beaches 
on the rock-bound coast in 
the north, it’s easy to find 
your favourite spot.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ THE FREEDOM TRAIL: From the 
earliest settlers through 
to the Revolution and 
the Civil War, Maine has 
played an important role 
in preserving freedom 
and honouring heroes. 
Walk Portland’s Freedom 
Trail, discover amazing 
museums and learn about 
the original troop greeters.

★ ACADIAN/WABANAKI CULTURE: 
Centuries before British, 
French, Dutch and 
Portuguese explorers 
claimed to discover Maine, 
First Nations people 
called it home. Learn 
more by attending fairs 
and festivals or visiting 
several museums located 
throughout the state. 

www.visitmaine.com ✪

TRADITIONAL MAINE SPORTING CAMPS: 
These camps have well over a 

century of tradition behind them, 
offering a quiet retreat in the woods 

with any outdoor recreation you 
desire just outside your door. Some 
camps are totally off the grid, while 

others offer all the comforts of 
modern life.

Hidden Gem

mUst 
not  
miss

LOBSTER: Lobster from Maine is 
revered throughout the world, 

but only in Maine can you get it 
fresh from the sea.fresh from the sea.

it Doesn't get more

than...
maine

LIGHTHOUSES: Nothing says Maine like a visit to an iconic lighthouse. With more than 60 options lighting 
up the coastline, you could plan a whole trip around these historic beacons.

Maine

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ SEBAGO BREWING CO: One of 
the early players in Maine’s 
now-booming craft beer 
scene, the company is now 
building a new, larger 
brewery in Portland. The 
new destination brewery 
will offer tours and tastings 
and serve a menu of 
beer-centric food.

★ CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY 

ART: This summer will see 
the opening of the new 
centre in Rockland. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ PORTLAND’S OLD PORT: The 
Old Port is the hub of this 
historic seacoast town. 
You will also find a vibrant 
community of small 
businesses, an eclectic 
collection of shops and 
galleries and some of the 

Portland Head Lighthouse is a 
commanding presence at the 

entrance to Portland Harbour.

Portland's Old Port is littered with unique 
boutiques and nationally recognized restaurants.
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From its western mountains to its winding Atlantic coastline and from the broad waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay to the gleaming lights of Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, Maryland is a feast for your senses. 
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NORA ROBERTS: The best-selling author was born and raised in Silver Spring. She and her husband currently 
own the B&B Inn Boonsboro and a bookstore, the Turn the Page Bookstore. 

what's on
MARYLAND FLEET WEEK AND 

AIR SHOW: This Baltimore event 
celebrates the rich naval traditions of 

the Chesapeake Bay.  
October 10 – 17.

AUTUMN GLORY FESTIVAL: Garrett 
County’s annual celebration 

highlights the beauty of the fall 
foliage of western Maryland. 

October 12 – 16.

US OYSTER FESTIVAL: This St 
Mary’s County event celebrates its 
50th Anniversary with the National 

Shucking Championship and 
National Cook-Off. October 15 & 16.

statE
staR

Maryland

THE STATE FLAG: Maryland's flag 
bears the arms of the Calvert 

and Crossland families. Calvert 
was the family name of the 

Lord Baltimore who founded 
Maryland. Crossland was the 

family of the mother of George 
Calvert, the first Lord Baltimore.

it doesn't get more

than...
MaRyland

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ MGM NATIONAL HARBOR CASINO 
RESORT: Set to open in the 
fall, the resort will bring 
dynamic entertainment 
and world class amenities 
to the shore of Maryland’s 
Potomac River. 

★ HARRIET TUBMAN 
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
STATE PARK & VISITOR CENTER: 
Opening in March, the 
park will immerse you in 
Tubman’s life.  Experience 
a rescue mission on the 
Underground Railroad 
and become inspired by 
her work as a freedom 
fighter, liberator, leader 
and humanitarian.  

CITY LIGHTS 

★ BALTIMORE: In Maryland’s 
largest city you’ll find 
world class museums, a 
vibrant waterfront, quirky 

events, delicious dishes 
and competitive sports 
teams.

★ ANNAPOLIS: The state’s 
capital is home to the 
United States Naval 
Academy, thousands of 
sailboats and hundreds of 
historic buildings. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ DEEP CREEK LAKE: You can 
fish, boat, ski, paddle, 
swim, scuba and sail at the 
state park at Deep Creek 
Lake.

★ ASSATEAGUE ISLAND NATIONAL 
SEASHORE: A short drive 
from Maryland’s seaside 
resort town of Ocean 
City—but miles away in 
terms of experience—at 
Assateague Island you’ll 
find wild ponies roaming 
the beaches that stretch for 
miles.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ THE REGINALD F LEWIS MUSEUM 
OF MARYLAND AFRICAN-
AMERICAN HISTORY & CULTURE: 
This museum highlights 
the contributions of a 
long line of luminaries, 
including Harriet Tubman, 
Frederick Douglass, Billie 
Holliday, Cab Calloway 
and Dr Ben Carson.

★ SCENIC BYWAYS: Maryland’s 
18 Scenic Byways highlight 
some fascinating themes: 
'The Harriet Tubman 
Underground Railroad', 
'Religious Freedom', 
'Journey through Hallowed 
Ground', 'Chesapeake 
Country', 'Baltimore’s 
Historic Charles Street', 
'Historic National Road' 
and 'Mountain Maryland', 
to name just a few. 

www.visitmaryland.org ✪

MaRyland
thE old lInE statE 

BALTIMORE’S INNER HARBOR: Federal 
Hill overlooks the Inner Harbor of 
Baltimore and offers panoramic 

views of the skyline.

Can’t MIss  
sElFIE sPot 

statE on a PlatE
CHESAPEAKE BAY BLUE CRABS: You can 

find crabs at roadside stands, at 
waterfront bistros where the view 
competes with the sweet taste of 

your meal, or at crab-houses where 
the tables are covered in brown 

paper.paper.

Sunset at Ocean City.
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Massachusetts is known for its rich history, but the state 
encompasses so much more than that. Boston is one of the most 
innovative cities in the world, while Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard 
and Nantucket will captivate you with their gorgeous coastlines 
and diverse art scenes. And the dining options throughout the 
state are steeped in history, tradition and style.

MassaChUsEtts
thE Bay statE

what's on
BERKSHIRES ARTS FESTIVAL: 

This festival brings the work of 
dozens of artists to thousands 

of visitors. July 1 - 10.

OUTSIDE THE BOX FESTIVAL: 
This festival brings more than 
70 music, theatre and dance 

performances to Boston 
Common, all for free.  

July 13 - 17.

DINE OUT BOSTON: Foodies 
have the chance to dine at 

over 170 restaurants at price 
points that are well below the 

norm. August 14 - 19  
and 21 - 26.

undeniably smart—there 
are over 50 colleges and 
universities in the Greater 
Boston area, including 
Harvard.

★ SHOP TIL YOU DROP: The 
Boston Public Market 
opened last July. This giant 
shopping area features 
pushcart vendors and a 
new indoor public market, 
with 45 permanent vendors 
and an exterior market, 
which can accommodate up 
to 20 additional vendors.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ MARTHA’S VINEYARD: This 
island located south 
of Cape Cod is known 
for its pristine sandy 
beaches, sailboats, quaint 
gingerbread cottages, 
charming boutiques and 
farmers’ markets.

★ NANTUCKET: Often 
recognized for its beautiful 
sunsets, charming small 
villages and historic homes, 
Nantucket is an island 
oasis.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ BOSTON HARBORFEST: This 
Fourth of July Festival 
showcases the colonial 
and maritime heritage of 
the cradle of the American 
Revolution: the historic 
city of Boston. The 
festival strives to honour 
and remember the past, 
celebrate the present and 
educate future generations 
with re-enactments, 
concerts and historical 
tours.

★ MAYFLOWER II: This iconic 
symbol of immigration 
has undergone restoration 
and recently returned to 
her berth in America’s 
Hometown, Plymouth.

www.massvacation.com ✪

MUst 
not  
MIss

LOWELL: The Arts League of Lowell (ALL) celebrates creativity with a main gallery that showcases 
changing exhibits, as well as a co-operative gallery that shows the best in local art. 

Massachusetts

WHAT’S NEW?

★ THE CARIBBEAN COMES TO 
NEW ENGLAND: The recently-
opened New England 
Aquarium features a 
spectacular new Caribbean 
coral reef that’s teeming 
with more than 2,000 
animals. The renovated 
Giant Ocean Tank features 
crystal clear views of 
sharks, sea turtles, stingrays 
and tropical fish.

★ CASINO FUN: The Plainridge 

Park Casino opened 
its doors last June. The 
impressive racing and 
gaming facility has 
1,250 slots machines and 
electronic table games, 
as well as a live harness 
racing track—the only in 
Massachusetts.

CITY LIGHTS

★ BOSTON: There’s no 
doubting it: Boston is 
quirky. It’s historic, it’s a 
sports paradise and it’s 

CAPE COD: Internationally-acclaimed 
beaches, rich Pilgrim history, 

incredible natural beauty and some 
of the best whale watching in the 
world—Cape Cod is the perfect 

destination for swimming, boating, 
fishing, kayaking and paddle 

boarding.

hIddEn GEM

CHOWDER: Give your taste buds 
a treat with a bowl of clam 

‘chowdah’ and a delicious slice 
of Boston cream pie.

it doesn't get more

than...
MassaChUsEtts

of Boston cream pie.

With over 50 colleges, Boston 
is an undeniably smart city.
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Experience the world's longest freshwater coastline or play in the 
sparkling waters of Michigan's 11,000 lakes. Explore the 2,000 
kilometres of bike trails that criss-cross the state or enjoy an extra 
round of golf during the long summer days at one of the 650 public 
golf courses. 
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MARIO BATALI: The chef has a home near Traverse City, where he likes to spend the summer. He regularly talks about his love 
of the area, the food scene in Traverse City (the tart cherry capital of the world!) and the opportunities to enjoy the lake.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ LEGO DISCOVERY LAND: 
Located at Great Lakes 
Crossing in Auburn 
Hills, this new attraction 
provides educational, 
interactive activities 
for families. It also 
houses a 4D cinema 
and ‘MINILAND’ area 
featuring iconic Detroit 
landmarks made of Lego 
bricks.  

★ NEW GOLF COURSE: Tom Doak 
and his Renaissance Golf 
Design team have created 
a reversible course at 
Forest Dunes Golf Club. 
The course features two 
distinct layouts using the 
same greens—but players 
can vary their experience 

by playing clockwise one 
way and counter-clockwise 
the other way. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ DETROIT:  Now is the time to 
experience the energy and 
revival happening in this 
iconic urban destination. 
Explore the city’s farm-to-
table movement, the 
internationally-recognized 
street art and the 
revitalized riverfront. 

★ TRAVERSE CITY: Explore 
the incredible scenery at 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore. Bike, 
paddle or hike your way 
to see the beautiful cherry 
blossoms or take a wine or 
beer tour.

THUNDER BAY NATIONAL MARINE 
SANCTUARY & UNDERWATER 

PRESERVE: The first Great Lakes 
sanctuary in the National Marine 

Sanctuary system protects a 
collection of more than 200 
historic shipwrecks within 

Thunder Bay. Lake Huron's cold, 
fresh water preserves many of 
these shipwrecks, making the 

sanctuary a popular destination 
for divers and snorkellers.

hIddEn GEM

what's on
WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE: 

Taking place along a 
26-kilometre stretch of legendary 
Woodward Avenue in Detroit, this 
event guides muscle cars, street 

rods, custom, collector and 
special interest vehicles through 

nine host communities. With 
more than 50,000 classic cars to 
see, this is a great opportunity to 
enjoy a spectacular experience in 
the birthplace of the automobile. 

August 20.

PURE MICHIGAN 400: Michigan 
International Speedway at 

Brooklyn is popular with many 
Canadian race fans. Experience 

the fastest track in NASCAR. 
August 28.

ART PRIZE: Grand Rapids’ 
ArtPrize is said to be one of 
the best-attended public art 

events on the planet. Art from 
around the world pops up in 
over 160 venues: museums, 

galleries, bars, theatres, hotels, 
parks, laundromats, and auto 
body shops—and it’s all free. 
September 21 - October 9.

statE
staR

Michigan

A DAY AT THE LAKE: In Michigan 
you are never more than 136 

kilometres from one of the Great 
Lakes. Relax with a book, cast 
your line in the world’s greatest 
freshwater fishery or head out 

in a boat.

it doesn't get more

than...
MIChIGan

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ PICTURED ROCKS NATIONAL 
LAKESHORE: This scenic 
area features epic 
multicoloured sandstone 
cliffs, beaches, dunes, 
waterfalls, inland lakes, 
forests and wildlife. 

★ SLEEPING BEAR DUNES NATIONAL 
LAKESHORE: Featuring a 
56-kilometre stretch of 
Lake Michigan shoreline, 
the immense sand dunes 
at Sleeping Bear have been 
sculpted entirely by winds 
and waters. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS: The 
institute is among the top 10 
museums in the US, offering 
more than 100 galleries 
packed with art from ancient 
to modern times. 

★ THE HENRY FORD: The Henry 
Ford in Dearborn is an 
internationally-recognized 
cultural attraction that 
immerses visitors in 
the stories of ingenuity, 
resourcefulness and 
innovation that have 
helped to shape the US. 

www.michigan.org ✪

MIChIGan
thE GREat laKEs statE

Coloured sandstone cliffs 
meet the rich blue waters 

of Lake Superior at Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore.
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From Lake Superior to the Mississippi River, Minnesota is 
renowned for its abundance of natural beauty. Minneapolis/Saint 
Paul is a cultural magnet for travellers, while the travel hot-
spot that is the Mall of America—the country’s largest mall—is 
especially tempting for Canadian travellers as Minnesota has no 
sales tax on clothing and shoes!
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MInnEsota
land oF 10,000 laKEs

what's on
TALL SHIPS: Sea-lovers can 
view, step onto and sail in 
replicas of classic ships at 

Duluth. August 18 – 21.

DEFEAT OF JESSE JAMES DAY: 
History buffs enjoy witnessing 

bank raid re-enactments. 
September 7 – 11 in Northfield.

NEW ULM OKTOBERFEST: The 
excellent food, drink and music 
on offer makes New Ulm one of 
the best places in the country to 
celebrate Oktoberfest. October 

7 – 8 and October 14 – 16.

the country.

★ FIRST AVENUE: This 
Minneapolis club is one 
of the top music venues in 
the Midwest. First Avenue 
puts an emphasis on 
showcasing the best in live 
performances and musical 
talent. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ GOOSEBERRY FALLS STATE PARK: 
This beautiful camping and 
exploration destination is 
located in Two Harbors and 
features hiking trails and 
five waterfalls.

★ THE NATIONAL EAGLE CENTER: 
Located in Wabasha, the 
centre allows viewers to 
watch wild eagles and 
features lots of educational 
displays.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ THE AMERICAN SWEDISH 
INSTITUTE: Located in 
Minneapolis, the institute 
features activities and 
exhibits relating to Nordic 
culture.  

★ THE WEISMAN ART MUSEUM: 
This architectural 
landmark in Minneapolis 
is home to thousands of 
pieces of American and 
contemporary art. It’s free 
to visit. 

www.exploreminnesota.com ✪

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK: Located 
in International Falls, this park is 

perfect for nature-lovers who enjoy 
time on the water. There are 240 

campsites to stay at and with this 
year marking 100 years of National 

Parks, there has never been a 
better time to explore Voyageurs.

hIddEn GEM

MUst 
not  
MIss

TIME SPENT AT THE LAKE: As the 
‘Land of 10,000 Lakes’, there is 

nothing that is as quintessentially 
Minnesotan as fishing, boating or 

swimming at the lake.

it doesn't get more

than...
MInnEsota

THE MINNEAPOLIS/ST PAUL AREA: Boasting art, entertainment, culture, food and festivals, 
the metro area has all the attractions of the country’s biggest of cities.

Minnesota

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ CRAYOLA EXPERIENCE: Located 
in the Mall of America, 
this colourful attraction 
features multiple levels of 
interactive exhibits and 
activities related to the 
crayons that are loved by 
kids worldwide. Kids can 
name and wrap their own 
crayon, paint with melted 
wax and see how crayons 
are made. 

★ THE MALL OF AMERICA: A 
massive expansion, which 

has added many new 
stores, attractions and 
innovations, continues 
to make the mall one 
of the best places to 
go for shopping and 
entertainment. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ TARGET FIELD: The home 
of the Minnesota Twins 
baseball team, Target 
Field in Minneapolis seats 
close to 40,000 and has 
been named one of the 
best sporting venues in 

SPLIT ROCK LIGHTHOUSE: Located 
in Two Harbors, Split Rock 

Lighthouse is a beautiful building 
that has been restored to its 

1920s glory. 

Can’t MIss  
sElFIE sPot 

statE on a PlatE
THE JUICY LUCY: This 

hamburger has hot cheese 
in the centre, which creates 
a different taste and texture 
than a normal cheeseburger.  

Spectacular sunset fishing at St Augustine.

Cheer for the Minnesota 
Twins at Target Field.
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Mississippi

Wide-open fields of cotton, world-class golf, Civil Rights 
and Civil War history, the birthplace of the Blues and more 
than 40 kilometres of beaches are all part of what makes 
Mississippi so special. 
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MIssIssIPPI
thE MaGnolIa statE

what's on
IN THE PARK AFTER DARK: Free 

outdoor movies in Latimer 
Lakes Park each Saturday 
evening until August 20.

JACKSON RHYTHM AND BLUES 
FESTIVAL: Experience more 

than 30 performances on five 
stages that celebrate Jackson’s 
rich contribution in the fabric of 

music. August 19 – 20.

HOG WILD BBQ FESTIVAL: This 
annual competition pits some 

of the best cooking teams 
against each other in a tasty 

barbecue contest. September 
29 – October 1, Corinth.

you can rent boats, beach 
chairs and bikes before 
taking the scenic drive 
along Highway 90 to 
Casino Row. There you’ll 
find gaming, concerts, 
shows, restaurants, spas 
and nightlife. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ GOLFING: The state is home 
to two annual PGA Tour 
events: The Mississippi 
Gulf Resort Classic of 
the PGA Champions 
Tour, which is played at 
Fallen Oak in March, and 
the Sanderson Farms 
Championship of the PGA 
Tour, which is played at the 
Country Club of Jackson in 
November.  

★ FISHING: From freshwater 
fishing in 119 public lakes 
to saltwater fishing off the 
Gulf Coast, Mississippi 
offers endless excitement 
for the avid angler. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: 
African American history 
in Mississippi is older than 
the state itself. The imprint 
that African American 
Mississippians have made 
on American history and 
culture continues to impact 
and enrich our lives today.

★ CIVIL WAR HISTORY: 
Mississippi was a young 
state when the country 
erupted into Civil War, 
but its strategic location 
destined it to become a 
crucial part of that epic 
conflict. Today, the stories 
of the Mississippians 
who fought and lived 
during this tragic period 
are preserved in more 
than 1,000 stately and 
solemn monuments, 
including Vicksburg 
National Military Park 
and the Ulysses S Grant 
Presidential Library.

www.visitmississippi.org ✪

TUPELO BUFFALO PARK: This park 
is home for over 260 animals. 
Take a guided tour where you 
may come face to face with 

buffalo, zebra or yak.

hIddEn GEM

MUst 
not  
MIss

THE MISSISSIPPI BLUES TRAIL: Throughout the state, the markers on the Mississippi Blues Trail tell the stories of Blues artists 
both renowned and obscure. From sprawling cotton fields and rustic train depots to cemeteries, clubs and churches, you’ll see 
firsthand how the people, places and culture around them influenced and shaped their music.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ GRAMMY MUSEUM MISSISSIPPI: 
Built and operated by 
the Cleveland Music 
Foundation, the new 
GRAMMY Museum 
Mississippi is housed 
on the campus of Delta 
State University. It 
casts a spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of 
Mississippi. 

★ CORKS AND CLEAVER WINE 
BISTRO: This Gulfport eatery 
is the brainchild of Gulf 
seafood enthusiast David 
Dickensauge. The focus is 
on New American cuisine 

with a Cajun flair and the 
vibe is decidedly rustic.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ JACKSON: Jackson has two 
State Capitol buildings—
the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ and 
both are open for tours 
that will give you new 
insights into Mississippi’s 
history. While you’re in the 
metro area, enjoy authentic 
southern home cooking at 
restaurants like Two Sisters 
Kitchen and Fannin Mart 
Restaurant. 

★ GULFPORT: Make a stop in 
Gulfport or Biloxi, where 

statE on a PlatE
FRIED CATFISH: As 

Mississippi’s signature dish, 
this flaky, light meal goes 

great with hush puppies and 
sweet tea.

DANCING AT PO’ MONKEY’S JUKE 
JOINT: This low-key, authentic 

juke joint is located off the 
beaten path in Merigold. Po’ 

Monkey’s played an integral role 
in the development of the Blues.

it doesn't get more

than...
MIssIssIPPI

in the development of the Blues.
Mississippi's 

architecture is a 
grand depiction 
of a remarkable 

evolution.

Golfers at Fallen Oak Golf Course in Biloxi 
during the 2015 Pro-Am tournament.
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The Show-Me State offers 
thriving cities, quaint towns 
and plenty of unique outdoor 
adventures. In the cities and 
towns you can enjoy delicious 
culinary delights, unique 
attractions and streets that 
are simply overflowing with 
history. On an escape to the 
great outdoors, you will find 
more than 52 state parks, as 
well as winding trails, ancient 
caves and beautiful waterways 
that are just waiting to be 
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MIssoURI
thE show-ME statE

HISTORIC ROUTE 66: A large portion of this historic highway passes through Missouri. Start in St Louis at the Chain of Rocks Bridge 
before tasting delicious frozen custard at Ted Drewes. In Eureka you’ll find the Route 66 State Park and further down the path you 
should check out the Elbow Inn Bar & BBQ and the World’s Largest Rocking Chair.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ NATIONAL BLUES MUSEUM: This 
recently-opened St Louis 
museum provides a unique 
look at the history and 
culture of the Blues. You can 
even create your own riff. 

★ KC STREETCAR: Kansas City’s 
new (and free!) mode 
of public transportation 
connects riders to many of 
the city’s top attractions. 
It includes stops at Union 

MISSOURI WINE COUNTRY: The state 
is home to more than 130 wineries 

and 10 wine trails, but what 
many people do not know is that 
it was once one of the top wine 
producing states in the country. 
In fact, Augusta was actually the 
first American Viticulture Area, 

receiving the designation months 
before the Napa Valley did.

hIddEn GEM

MUst 
not  
MIss

Missouri

GATEWAY ARCH: The Arch is a 
symbol of western expansion and 

celebrates the Louisiana Purchase, 
a sale that changed the US forever. 

The monument still stands as 
the tallest manmade national 

monument in the country.

it doesn't get more

than...
MIssoURI

monument in the country.

repurposed materials in 
St Louis. There are also a 
few hidden bars for adults 
looking for an alternative 
nightlife destination.

★ POWER & LIGHT DISTRICT: One 
of Kansas City’s coolest 
nightlife districts, this area 
is one of the best places 
to catch a game—apart 
from the actual stadium, of 
course. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ LAKE OF THE OZARKS: Fish, 
boat and relax on the water, 
or explore the shopping, 
dining, nightlife and family 
attractions in the area. Lake 
of the Ozarks State Park 

Station, the Power & 
Light District and the City 
Market. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ HANNIBAL: Famous for its 
Mark Twain connections, 
Hannibal has grown 
into a thriving haven for 
artisans, and is included 
in the popular ‘50 Miles of 
Art’, the scenic drive on 
Highway 79 and focuses on 
art communities. Hannibal 
is home to numerous world 
class artists and craftsmen.

★ CITY MUSEUM: Explore 
multiple stories of caves, 
structures and slides that 
have all been made from 

Kansas City sits on Missouri's 
western edge, straddling the 

border with Kansas.
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even allows visitors to explore Ozark 
Caverns by lantern light.

★ MARK TWAIN CAVE COMPLEX: Mark Twain 
wrote about the cave in five of his 
books. This famous cave was also used 
by Jesse James as a hideout following 
a bank robbery in 1879. His signature 
remains on the cave to this day. 

★ TABLE ROCK LAKE: Rent a boat and spend 
a day on the water, or stay on land 
and explore the beautiful shores at 
Table Rock Lake State Park. The Top of 
the Rock Golf Course and Big Cedar 
Lodge offer picturesque views of the 
water.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ ARROW ROCK: This entire village has 
been designated a National Historic 
Landmark. Check out the Black 
History Museum and the Shelby Log 
Cabin. 

★ NELSON-ATKINS MUSEUM OF ART: Located 
in Kansas City, this free art museum 
focuses on encouraging people of all 
ages and walks of life to appreciate art. 

★ MARK TWAIN BOYHOOD HOME: Enjoy an inside 
look at the childhood home of one of 
history’s most influential literary figures. 
wwww.visitmo.com ✪

COLOR IN MOTION RUN: Participate in a 
five-kilometre fun run/walk in beautiful 
Riverview Park, Hannibal. August 6.

MISSOURI STATE FAIR: This 10-day 
event features agricultural shows, food 
vendors, a large midway and plenty of 

live performances.  
August 11 – 21 in Sedalia.

BEAR CREEK RENDEZVOUS: Experience 
First Nations culture in an open air 
market with fabulous costuming, 
a variety of vendors and dance 

performances at Hannibal’s Mark 
Twain Cave Complex. August 13 and 

14.

SANTACALIGON DAYS FESTIVAL: Join 
more than 300,000 attendees and 
celebrate the origin of the Santa 
Fe, California and Oregon Trails. 

September 2 to 5 in Independence.

BIG RIVER STEAMPUNK FESTIVAL: 
Don your goggles and celebrate the 
Victorian inventions, industry and 

architecture of Hannibal’s Gilded Age. 
September 3.

RIB FEST: Sample some of the best 
ribs while enjoying live music in 

Hannibal in September.

HERMANN OKTOBERFEST: This annual 
tradition draws thousands of visitors to 
this historic German village. Saturdays 

and Sundays in October.

ANNUAL AUTUMN HISTORIC FOLKLIFE 
FESTIVAL: Stroll among artisans and 
craftspeople demonstrating the folk 
arts of the mid-1800s. Local food 

vendors cook over wood stoves and 
the music of street musicians washes 

over the crowd.  
Hannibal, October 15 and 16.

what's on

statE on a PlatE
BARBECUE: Barbecue is king in Missouri. 

It still remains to be seen whether 
Kansas City or St Louis-style reigns 

supreme, but you can decide for 
yourself!

LIBERTY MEMORIAL TOWER: Make your way 
to the top of the tower at the National 

World War I Museum in Kansas City for 
some of the best views in the state. 

Can’t MIss  
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Liberty Memorial and World 
War I Museum, Kansas City.

Floating down the 
Current river  
in Van Buren.

DiscoverMarkTwain.com
to plan your vacation.

PLAN YOUR NEXT
GETAWAYIN 

MARK
TWAIN’S
HOMETOWN!
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Also referred to as ‘Big Sky Country’, Montana’s wide horizons 
and epic mountain vistas are evident throughout the state. 
Follow the Montana Dinosaur Trail, hike through national 
parks, visit the Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument 
and explore atmospheric ghost towns.
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Montana
thE tREasURE statE

way to take in the serenity 
and beauty of this national 
park. 

★ MAKOSHIKA STATE PARK: 
This park offers pine and 
juniper-studded badlands 
formations and is home 
to tyrannosaurus rex and 
triceratops fossils. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ MUSEUM OF THE ROCKIES: 
The museum is home to 
one of the largest and 
most famous dinosaur 
collections in the world. 
It is also a Smithsonian 
Affiliate and a Federal 
Repository for fossils. 
Dr Jack Horner, the 
museum’s paleontologist, 
is the inspiration for the 
main character in the 
Jurassic Park films.

★ LITTLE BIGHORN BATTLEFIELD 
NATIONAL MONUMENT: This 
site commemorates the 
victory led by Sitting Bull 
over Custer’s 7th Calvary 
in 1876. Each June, the 
battle is retold during the 
annual Custer’s Last Stand 
Re-Enactment.

www.visitmt.com ✪

RED BUS TOURS IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK: The park’s famous red buses provide the ideal way to learn more about Glacier 
National Park. The roll-back tops are perfect for providing full views of the stunning mountains and the area’s signature 'Big Sky'.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ THE YELLOWSTONE GIANT 
SCREEN THEATRE: Located 
in West Yellowstone, 
this theatre showcases 
Yellowstone and nature-
oriented films.  

★ GLAMPING: Several locations 
throughout the state are 
now offering tent cabins 
in secluded settings that 
include all the upscale 
amenities you could wish 
for. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ BOZEMAN: As one of the 
most diverse small towns, 
art and culture are alive 
and well in Bozeman. 
The town is home to an 
eclectic mix of ranchers, 

artists, professors, 
ski enthusiasts and 
entrepreneurs who are 
drawn to the area by 
the world class outdoor 
recreation on offer.  

★ PHILIPSBURG: In this 
charming 19th century 
mining town in the heart 
of Montana’s sapphire 
country you can pan for 
sapphires at any one of 
several shops. Browse 
antique stores and gift 
shops and satisfy your 
sweet tooth at the Sweet 
Palace, Montana's most 
famous handcrafted candy 
store. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ GLACIER NATIONAL PARK: A 
boat tour is the perfect 

LEWIS & CLARK CAVERNS STATE 
PARK: Just south of Helena, 

this is one of the largest 
limestone caverns in the 
northwest. Plan to spend 

about two hours to take the 
guided tour. 

hIddEn GEM

what's on
NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN DAYS: 

This annual event is one of 
the largest powwows in North 
America and a great way to 

experience authentic Blackfeet 
traditions. Teepees are pitched 

for four days of dancing, games, 
sport events and socializing.  

July 7 - 10 in Browning. 

MONTANA FOLK FESTIVAL: This 
is one of the largest free outdoor 
music festivals in the northwest. 
Enjoy ethnic food, a lively family 

area and folk life demonstrations. 
July 8 – 10 in Butte.

FLATHEAD CHERRY FESTIVAL: 
This festival offers cherry-related 

foods, displays of Montana-
made items and plenty of games 

for the kids. July 16 and 17. 

MUst 
not  
MIss

Montana

FLATHEAD CHERRIES: Fruit stands 
can be found throughout the 
summer and Polson’s Annual 

Cherry Festival celebrates 
everything ‘cherry’. 

it doesn't get more

than...
Montana

Take a Red Bus Tour at 
Glacier National Park.
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Appease your adventurous side by tubing down the Niobrara 
River, visit the number one zoo in the US, relax on a beach or visit 
a nationally-recognized restaurant, winery or brewery.  
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nEBRasKa
thE CoRnhUsKER statE what's on

NEBRASKA STATE FAIR: Enjoy 
agricultural competitions, concerts, 
great food and rides at the Nebraska 

State Fair on Grand Island.  
August 26 - September 5.

APPLEJACK FESTIVAL: This event 
celebrates the kick-off of the apple 
harvest in Nebraska City. Anything 

apple you can imagine is there: 
apple pie, apple cider, apple fritters, 

apple salad and apple slushies. 
September 16 - 18.

SANDHILL CRANE SPRING 
MIGRATION: Watch the migration 
of over 500,000 Sandhill Cranes 

as they stop off at the Platte River 
Valley. Mid-February to mid-April.

you get at the end of the 
summer.

CITY LIGHTS

★ OMAHA: The Omaha 
Old Market is at the 
heart of the city’s most 
historic and entertaining 
neighbourhood. The 
cobblestone streets are 
home to a diverse mix 
of galleries, restaurants, 
pubs and shops.

★ LINCOLN: Described by 
architects and historians 
as the country’s first 
truly vernacular state 
capitol, the 121-metre 
tall capitol building can 
be seen from miles away. 
The building features 
artwork that represents 
the national, social and 
political development of 
the state. There is also an 
observation deck on the 
14th floor.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ NIOBRARA RIVER: Swim, 
canoe, tube and kayak 
down the fast-moving 
Niobrara River, which is 
straddled by Nebraska’s 
tallest waterfall, Smith 
Falls.

★ COWBOY TRAIL: Located in 
northern Nebraska, this 
rail-to-trail route stretches 
from Norfolk to Valentine. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ FARMERS’ MARKETS: Farmers’ 
Markets throughout 
Nebraska run on Saturday 
mornings from May to 
October. Many of them 
offer live music and 
special events.

★ EL MUSEO LATINO: Explore 
the first Latino art and 
history museum and 
cultural centre in the 
Midwest. This museum 
has world class exhibits 
of Latino art, along with 
year-round bilingual 
educational programs.

www.visitnebraska.com ✪

MUst 
not  
MIss

HUSKER FOOTBALL: On game days, 
Lincoln’s Memorial Stadium 

becomes the ‘Third-Largest City 
in Nebraska’. Witness the ‘sea 
of red’ that floods the city as 

everyone celebrates the game.

it doesn't get more

than...
nEBRasKa

OMAHA HENRY DOORLY ZOO: Check out the Suzanne and Walter Scott Aquarium, the Desert Dome, 
Hubbard Gorilla Valley, Kingdoms of the Night, Simmons Aviary and Expedition Madagascar.

Nebraska

WHAT’S NEW?

★ BOOTLEG BREWERS: This new 
brewery in Taylor houses a 
special 20-barrel brewing 
system. The building 
sits on a ranch that also 
houses a steakhouse and 
five cabins to stay in—all 
within walking distance of 
the brewery.

★ STAMP YOUR PASSPORT: 
Every year, the Nebraska 
Tourism Commission 
creates a summer program 
that showcases 80 unique 
locations throughout 
the state, divided into 10 
themed tours, such as food 
tours, coffee tours or art 
tours. The more attractions 
you hit, the more prizes 

CARHENGE: Nebraska’s own 
Stonehenge—only created out 
of cars. This quirky attraction is 

definitely worth a selfie.

Can’t MIss  
sElFIE sPot 

Surprising visitors with a casually elegant  
South Beach rhythm and vibe. 

In Smith Falls State 
Park, a national 

historic bridge across 
the Niobrara River 
provides you with 

the opportunity to 
walk to the state's 

highest waterfall.

The 'moonscape' of the 
Badlands at Toadstool 

Geologic Park makes for 
an unusual picnic setting.
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Surprising visitors with a casually elegant  
South Beach rhythm and vibe. 
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Nevada is a state of incomparable beauty, from the largest alpine 
lake in North America at Lake Tahoe, to the Valley of Fire State 
Park with its stunning red sandstone formations. This is a state 
where roadways lead to mining towns brimming with the history 
of the Old West—a state that is sometimes described as ‘a road 
trip waiting to happen’. 

nEVada
thE sIlVER statE

what's on
THE TOMMY LAMA: Tommy 

Lama is the hilarious alter ego 
of comedian Tommy Savitt, a 
Brooklyn tough guy's answer 

to new age. Think Andrew Dice 
Clay meets Deepak Chopra. 

Until September 4 at the Laugh 
Factory Comedy Club at the 

Tropicana Las Vegas.

STEVE MILLER BAND: Live at the 
Chelsea, the Cosmopolitan of 

Las Vegas, on August 12.

BURNING MAN: Once a year, 
tens of thousands of people 

gather in Nevada’s Black Rock 
Desert to create Black Rock 
City, a temporary metropolis 

dedicated to community, 
art, self expression and 

self reliance. August 28 to 
September 5.

GREAT BASIN ASTRONOMY 
FESTIVAL: Join park rangers 
and experience out-of-this-
world family fun as you learn 

about day and nighttime 
astronomy. September 29 

to October 1 at Great Basin 
National Park. 

GREAT RENO BALLOON RACE: 
Soaring high above the Reno 

skyline, upwards of 100 hot-air 
balloons take flight over a three-

day period during the world’s 
largest free hot-air balloon 
festival. September 9 - 11. 

PET SHOP BOYS: Live at the 
Chelsea at the Cosmopolitan of 

Las Vegas, October 21.

NATIONAL COWBOY POETRY 
GATHERING: The National 

Cowboy Poetry Gathering is an 
annual celebration of ranching 

and the rural west. Through 
poetry, music and stories, ranch 

people express the beauty 
and challenges of a life deeply 
connected to the earth and its 

bounty. January 30 to February 4.

RICH LITTLE LIVE: Renowned 
comedian and impersonator 
Rich Little has returned to the 
Tropicana Las Vegas with the 
debut of ‘Rich Little Live’, a 

new autobiographical one-man 
show. Until January.

Riot and Rough Cutt, Paul 
Shortino, at the Tropicana 
Las Vegas.

CITY LIGHTS

★ THE PARK: This outdoor 
dining and entertainment 
district between New 
York-New York Hotel & 
Casino and the Monte 
Carlo Resort and Casino 
in Las Vegas is now open. 
The Shake Shack, Bruxie 
gourmet waffle restaurant 
and Sake Rok, a theatrical 
restaurant/late-night 
lounge, are among the 
businesses included in the 
project. 

★ THE HIGH ROLLER: This 
Las Vegas landmark 
is the world’s biggest 
observation wheel. 
Located at the heart of the 
Las Vegas Strip, the High 
Roller is the focal point 
of the LINQ Promenade 
open-air shopping, dining 
and entertainment district. 

★ THE NEON MUSEUM:  This 
museum curates historical 
neon signs from the 
Las Vegas Strip in its 
‘Boneyard’, which can be 
visited on guided tours. 
These retro signs are 
rapidly being replaced on 
the Strip with giant LED 
boards. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK: 
Stunning mountain terrain 
and an extensive cave 
system can be found at 
Great Basin National Park 
in eastern Nevada. 

★ CATHEDRAL GORGE STATE 
PARK: Explore siltstone 
slot canyons and spires 
at Cathedral Gorge State 
Park, hidden in a valley 
carved by eons of erosion. 

★ SAND MOUNTAIN: This 
giant sand dune is about 
3.2-kilometres-long and 
183-metres-high, and is 
known as a 'singing dune' 
because it seems to hum 

MUst 
not  
MIss

ROAD TRIP: Nevada sometimes is often described as ‘a road trip waiting to happen’, and you must not miss 
a drive through Great Basin Desert country in the north or the Mojave Desert in the south.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ SPEED LAS VEGAS: A new 
racecar driving experience 
on Las Vegas Boulevard 
South is now open. Get 
behind the wheel of exotic 
and muscle cars, including 
Ferraris, Lamborghinis 
and Corvettes. 

★ CRAFT BEERS: The Beer NV 
tap house is now open 
with 60 craft beers and 
four wines on draft. 

★ GET MARRIED BY A ROCK STAR: 
You and your loved one 
can now be married by 
the recently-ordained 
former frontman of Quiet 

C O S M O P O L I TA N L A S V E G A S .C O M  / T R AV E L      0 0 .1 . 7 0 2 . 6 9 8 . 7 0 6 0
T R AV E L A G E N T S @ C O S M O P O L I TA N L A S V E G A S .C O M

E L E VAT E  E X P E R I E N C E S .

b a r s

r o o m  s p a

n i g h t c l u b  &  d a y c l u b

b o u t i q u e s

i n s p i r e d  r e s t a u r a n t s

6

3 0

1

1 2

1 6

3

4 3 1

1 

3 8

7

p o o l s

s u i t e s

u n m a r k e d  p i z z e r i a 

c o n c i e r g e

a r t - o - m a t  a r t  m a c h i n e s

Great Basin National Park is filled with 
fabulous treasures, from limestone 

caverns to alpine lakes.

The marvel of modern 
engineering that is the 

Hoover Dam.
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Nevada
as the wind whips over the 
sand. 

★ LAKE TAHOE: This alpine lake 
straddling the Nevada-
California border is an 
all-season destination, 
drawing skiers in winter 
and hikers, cyclists and 
watersports enthusiasts in 

BRANDON FLOWERS: The Killers’ front man was born in Henderson. 
The band has enjoyed hits like Somebody Told Me and Mr Brightside.
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STARGAZING: Dark skies 
at night in Nevada mean 
incomparable stargazing. 

Nevada is the seventh-largest 
state and with the exception 
of Las Vegas in the south and 
Reno in the north, much of the 
state is rural and miles away 

from urban light pollution. For 
stargazers, that means the 
best conditions for looking 
skyward. Stare deep into 

space in Tonopah or visit the 
Great Basin National Park 

for the Astronomy Festival in 
September.

it doesn't get more

than...
nEVada

THE MIKE O’CALLAGHAN-
PAT TILLMAN MEMORIAL 
BRIDGE: Located in Boulder 

City, this bridge spans the 
Colorado River between 
the states of Nevada and 

Arizona—and you can even get 
a view of the amazing Hoover 

Dam in the background. 

Can’t MIss  
sElFIE sPot 

statE on a PlatE
BASQUE CUISINE: Basque 

food is big in northern Nevada. 
A wave of immigration in the 

mid-19th century brought 
many people from the Basque 
Country to northern Nevada, 
where they often worked as 

sheepherders. Today you can 
still eat in the style of a Basque 

sheepherder at restaurants 
like the Star Hotel in Elko, the 
Martin Hotel in Winnemucca 
and Louie’s Basque Corner in 

Reno. 

the summer. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ NATIONAL ATOMIC TESTING 
MUSEUM: Just off the Las 
Vegas Strip you’ll find one 
of the most comprehensive 
collections of nuclear 
history, preserving 
thousands of rare 
photographs and artifacts 
relating to atomic testing, 
the Nevada Test Site, the 
Cold War and nuclear and 
radiological science and 
technology. 

★ THE CALIFORNIA TRAIL 
INTERPRETIVE CENTER: About 
13 kilometers west of 
Elko in eastern Nevada, 
this museum explains 
America’s westward 
expansion in the mid-19th 
century through the 
stories and writings of 
pioneers who made the 
journey. 

★ ART AT THE COSMOPOLITAN: 
The Cosmopolitan of 
Las Vegas is committed 
to presenting fresh, 
innovative and provocative 
art. The resort’s 
wide-ranging program 
features installations and 
immersive experiences 
intended to be interactive 
and accessible, while 
fostering a greater 
appreciation of art.

www.travelnevada.com ✪

Sin City relishes in retro style.

Sand Mountain is a 
'singing' sand dune 32 

kilometres east of Fallon.

Lake Tahoe is called the 'Jewel of Nevada'.
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New Hampshire’s natural beauty can be seen in the jagged 
mountains, lush river valleys, dense forests, crystalline lakes, 
ocean beaches, offshore islands and quaint villages. And when 
it comes to accolades, New Hampshire is hard to beat. The state 
gave the US its 14th president, its first astronaut, Tupperware 
and the Segway!
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nEw haMPshIRE
thE GRanItE statE

what's on
LEAGUE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CRAFTSMEN FAIR: This is one 
of the oldest craft fairs in the 
country, with more than 200 

individual craft booths, a 
sculpture garden and live music 
and storytelling performances. 

Mount Sunapee in August.

HAMPTON BEACH SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL: More than 50 

top restaurants serve up an 
abundance of mouthwatering 

seafood delicacies. This festival 
features 80 art and craft vendors, 
hundreds of merchants offering 

end-of-the-season sidewalk 
sales, chef demonstrations, 
fireworks and a sky diving 

extravaganza. Hampton Beach in 
September.

NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND 
GAMES: The ‘Gathering of the 
Clans’ kicks off the Highland 

Games. The event is jam-packed 
with traditional music, sheepdog 

trials and Highland dance 
competitions.  

Lincoln in September.

distinctive boutiques.

★ CONCORD: Concord’s 
revitalized historic Main 
Street is home to some 
interesting sites of cultural 
significance, including 
Railroad Square, the 
Eagle Hotel, which hosted 
Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Richard Nixon, and the 
State House, which is 
crowned by a gleaming 
gold, eagle-topped dome. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ SURFING: Since the 1970s 
New Hampshire’s 
29-kilometre coastline has 
been home to a vibrant 
four-season surfing scene. 
Local surfing outfitters 
offer a variety of ways 
to learn, from kids’ surf 
camps to ladies nights and 
private lessons.  

★ HORSEBACK RIDING: Whether 
you book a guided trail 
ride, stay at an inn with 
stables, or explore state 
park equestrian trails on 
your own, you’ll find that 
the state is a horse-lover’s 
dream.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ CURRIER MUSEUM OF ART: 
This internationally-
renowned art museum 
in Manchester features 
European and American 
paintings, decorative 
arts, photographs and 
sculpture, including works 
by Picasso, Monet and 
O'Keeffe.

★ MACDOWELL COLONY: Located 
in Peterborough, this is 
the oldest artists’ colony in 
the US. It was designated 
a National Historic 
Landmark in 1962 and 
it has hosted more than 
6,000 novelists, poets and 
musicians. 

www.visitnh.gov ✪

CHESTERFIELD GORGE: This natural 
area offers great opportunities for 
hiking, exploring the gorge and 

taking in scenic views.

hIddEn GEM

MUst 
not  
MIss

STATE PARKS & HISTORIC SITES: 
New Hampshire boasts an 

incredible 92 state park 
properties and historic sites 

where you can go hiking, 
canoeing, swimming, camping, 

skiing or snowshoeing.

it doesn't get more

than...
nEw haMPshIRE

MOUNT WASHINGTON: On a clear day, views from the summit of Mount Washington extend to Vermont, 
New York, Massachusetts, Quebec and the Atlantic Ocean.

New Hampshire

WHAT’S NEW?

★ THE ANACONDA ESCAPE: This 
sensational water raft ride 
at Clark’s Trading Post in 
Lincoln will speed you 
through twists and turns, 
drops and plunges, as you 
race down a fully-enclosed 
dark tube on your raft.   

★ LOST RIVER GORGE & BOULDER 
CAVES: Several adventure 
elements are being added 
to this attraction, including 
an elevated viewing 

platform that includes a 
large nest—providing a 
true bird’s eye view into 
Kinsman Notch and down 
the valley.  

CITY LIGHTS 

★ PORTSMOUTH: Portsmouth 
has been called one of 
the most culturally rich 
destinations in the country 
because of its mix of 
historic buildings, sidewalk 
cafes, great restaurants, art 
galleries, jazz clubs and 

Surfing is a four-
season affair in 

New Hampshire.

Soak up the history at  
Fort Stark Historic Site.
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The Jersey Shore boasts a natural landscape of enchanting blue skies, refreshing breezes and 
over 200 kilometres of white sand beaches, securing its status as one of the most desired vacation 
destinations on the east coast. From theme parks to waterparks, farms and campgrounds, New 
Jersey’s attractions and destinations offer family fun every day of the week. 

nEw JERsEy
thE GaRdEn statE

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ THE ASBURY HOTEL: This $46 
million boutique property 
is the first hotel to open in 
Asbury Park in more than 
50 years. Features include a 
rooftop garden inspired by 
Central Park's Great Lawn 
and a beer garden next to 
the outdoor pool where a 
specially-outfitted 1960s’ 
truck dispenses five kinds 

of ale from outside taps.

★ GALE FORCE ROLLER COASTER: 
The Gale Force features a 
beyond-90-degree drop as 
it winds its way on track 
over Playland between 
10th and 11th streets on 
Ocean City Boardwalk.

★ CAPE MAY WHALE WATCH AND 
NATURE CENTER: Offering 
an unparalleled seafaring 

safari, the breathtaking 
sights of the world's largest 
mammals breaching and 
sights of the dolphins 
alongside the boat will take 
your breath away.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ ATLANTIC CITY: Atlantic 
City’s beaches are famous, 
and rightly so, because 
everything you could 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN: Nicknamed ‘The Boss’, Springsteen is widely known for his brand of poetic lyrics, 
Americana, working class and sometimes political sentiments centered on his native New Jersey.

statE
staR

wish for is right there 
within walking distance, 
from shops to five star 
restaurants, casinos, 
attractions and great shows. 
What better way to cap a 
day of shopping, shows 
and gourmet dining than 
a pleasant sunset walk on 
the shore? And should you 
want to venture into the 
waves, you can surf, fish, 
parasail or embark on a 
relaxing cruise. 

★ HOBOKEN: It may be small, 
but its brownstones radiate 
a big city vibe complete 
with hip restaurants, cool 
bars and funky shops. 
This vibrant, walk-able 
small town is a delight. 
Its strategic location on 
the banks of the Hudson 
River across from lower 
Manhattan means that its 
waterside walkways boast 
postcard-perfect views.

★ PRINCETON: Princeton 
combines a classy mix of 
history, fine and eclectic 
dining, ivy-covered walls 
and a vibrant arts scene. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ LAKOTA WOLF PRESERVE: This 
is home to nearly two 
dozen wolves, bobcats and 
foxes. You can hear the 
howling of wolves echo 
through the mountains of 
the Delaware Water Gap in 
Knowlton Township. 

★ THE AC WATERFRONT 
SCULPTURE WALK: This 
winding trail begins just 
across from Farley State 
Marina at the Golden 
Nugget and continues to 
Harrah's. It is appointed 
with lush landscape, 
benches, attractive lighting 
and stellar waterfront 
and eco-friendly views. 
Sculptures along the trail 
add a new dimension of 
beauty and appreciation.

★ CAPE MAY POINT STATE PARK: 
This state park is considered 
to be one of the best places 

Atlantic City's famous 
Boardwalk bustles with life.

New Jersey is home to one of largest 
communities of surfers on the east coast.

LIBERTY 
SCIENCE 

CENTER: This 
learning centre 

located in 
Liberty State 

Park near 
the Statue 

of Liberty is 
dedicated to 
bringing the 
excitement 
of science 
to people 

of all ages. 
It houses 

12 museum 
exhibition 

halls, a 
live animal 
collection 
with 110 

species, giant 
aquariums, 

a 3D theatre, 
the world's 

largest IMAX 
dome theatre, 
live simulcast 

surgeries, 
a tornado-
force wind 
simulator, 

K-12 
classrooms 

and labs 
and teacher-
development 

programs.

MUst 
not  
MIss
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New Jersey

QUIKCHECK NEW JERSEY 
FESTIVAL OF BALLOONING: The 
QuickChek New Jersey Festival 
of Ballooning in Readington is 
one of the largest summertime 

hot air balloon and music 
festivals in North America. From 

twice-daily mass ascensions 
of up to 100 hot air balloons, 
to headlining concerts, family 
entertainment, hundreds of 
crafters and vendors, great 

food, fireworks and a balloon 
glow, this festival is jam-packed 
with things to do. July 29 – 31.

ATLANTIC CITY AIRSHOW: This is 
the largest airshow of its kind. In 
the past the line-up has featured 

the US Navy Blue Angels, the 
US Army Golden Knights and 

the Geico Skytypers. August 17.

ASBURY PARK OYSTERFEST: This 
culinary and musical festival 
draws 20,000 visitors. Held 
outside the iconic Carousel 

building in Asbury Park, 
this is where the downtown 
core meets the waterfront. 

September 9 – 11. 

ATLANTIC CITY SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL: This extravaganza 

of fun, food and entertainment 
celebrates the treasures of the 

Atlantic Ocean and the end 
to another fantastic summer 
season at the seaside city. 

September 10 and 11.

CHOWDERFEST: For over 20 
years, the Southern Ocean 

County Chamber of Commerce 
has presented this incredible 
seaside family-friendly event 
at Long Beach Island. Enjoy 
a day of taste-testing and 

toast the early fall season with 
the Atlantic Ocean as your 

backdrop. October 1 and 2.

ATLANTIC CITY RESTAURANT 
WEEK: Sample impressive set 

menus at reduced prices across 
Atlantic City. March.

what's on

HIGH POINT MONUMENT: High Point 
Monument, at 550 metres above 
sea level, provides a spectacular 
panorama of rich farmland and 

forest, soft hills and lush valleys in 
three states.

Can’t MIss  
sElFIE sPot 

THE JERSEY SHORE: More than 200 
kilometres of white sand beaches 

are dotted with unique beach 
towns, from the coastal Sandy 
Hook to the Victorian-adorned 

Cape May.

it doesn't get more

than...
nEw JERsEy

in North America to view 
the fall bird migration to the 
south. Ascend to the tip of 
the Cape May Lighthouse 
for fabulous views of Cape 
May Point’s gorgeous beach.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ NEW JERSEY STATE MUSEUM: 
This museum is home to 
extensive collections in 
natural history, cultural 
history, archaeology 
and fine art. What’s 
more, it houses the State 
Planetarium, the largest 
full-dome planetarium 
in New Jersey. It hosts 
fascinating star and laser 
light shows, as well as a 
host of family-friendly 
programs.

★ THOMAS EDISON NATIONAL 
HISTORIC PARK: THOMAS 
Edison National Historical 
Park preserves Thomas 
Edison's laboratory and 

residence, Glenmont, in 
Llewellyn Park in West 
Orange. For more than 40 
years, the laboratory had a 
major impact on the lives 
of people worldwide. The 
motion picture camera, 
improved phonographs, 
sound recordings, silent 
and sound movies and the 
nickel-iron alkaline electric 
storage battery all came 
out of the West Orange 
laboratories.

★ ATLANTIC CITY BOARDWALK: 
Surprisingly, this historic 
walkway was not built to 
be anything more than 
a solution to keeping 
the sand out of the ritzy 
beachfront hotels and 
the Camden and Atlantic 
Railroad's passenger 
cars. A fed-up railroad 
conductor and hotel owner 
first petitioned to the city 

hIddEn GEM
GROUNDS FOR SCULPTURE: This sculpture 
garden in Hamilton features rotating 
exhibitions in six indoor galleries, a 
year-round schedule of performing 

arts events, moonlight tours, classes, 
speakers and community events for 
all ages and spectacular dining at 

Rat’s Restaurant.

council in 1870, asking that 
a walkway be established. 

www.visitnj.org ✪
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Sample a few cold ones at the 
Cape May Brewing Company.

Boarding the ferry at Liberty State Park.

Family fun at Seven 
Presidents Oceanfront Park.
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With its unique blend of First Nations, Spanish and Anglo 
culture, New Mexico is a state like no other. Stand on the plaza 
of a thousand-year-old pueblo, share delicious spicy cuisine and 
experience an unparalleled array of First Nations, colonial, folk 
and contemporary art.
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THE ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FIESTA: Waves of rippling colours rise in the Albuquerque 
sky in the shape of hot air balloons each October, much to the delight of spectators.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ MEOW WOLF: This arts 
production company 
recently created a unique 
art experience featuring 
a wild new form of 
non-linear storytelling 
that unfolds through 
exploration, discovery and 
multimedia interactivity.

★ BOOK A BED: Built just 
after the turn of the 
20th century, the seven-
bedroom Casa Grande 
re-opened in February 
after a four-year 
renovation.

CITY LIGHTS

★ ALBUQUERQUE: Almost one 
half of New Mexico’s 

population lives in the 
Albuquerque area. Not to 
be missed are: Old Town, 
the Indian Pueblo Cultural 
Center, the Sandia 
Tramway, Nob Hill and the 
Albuquerque Biopark.

★ SANTA FE: With over 300 art 
galleries and a uniquely 
New Mexican dining 
scene, the city’s 400-year 
history provides a wealth 
of cultural, historic and 
culinary experiences for 
travellers. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ CARLSBAD CAVERNS: Tucked 
below the desert terrain, 
more than 100 caves 
formed when sulphuric 

BLUE HOLE, SANTA ROSA: The 
Blue Hole is a circular pool 

that is one of the most popular 
diving destinations in the US. 
Its clear water is at a constant 

warm temperature, making it an 
enjoyable swimming hole as well.

hIddEn GEM

what's on
SANTA FE OPERA: Each and 

every season at the Santa Fe 
Opera showcases world-class 
performances. The theatre’s 
open-air construction grants 

magnificent sunset views across 
the Sangre de Christo Mountains. 

July 3 - August 29.

FIESTA DE SANTA FE: Hailed as the 
longest-running annual community 

celebration in the US, highlights 
of the fiesta include the Children’s 

Pet Parade and the Historical/
Hysterical Parade.  
September 9 - 11.

NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR: Locals 
and visitors alike gather in 

Albuquerque for two jam-packed 
weeks of PRCA-sanctioned rodeos 

accompanied by performances 
from top country and rock 

entertainers, the largest carnival 
in the state, horse racing, cultural 

dances, food and agricultural 
exhibitions. September 8 - 18.

MUst 
not  
MIss

New Mexico

acid dissolved the 
surrounding limestone. 
Embark on a guided 
or self-guided walk 
through the caves, take a 
backcountry hike, or go 
birding at Rattlesnake 
Springs.

★ WHITE SANDS NATIONAL 
MONUMENT: Great wave-like 
dunes of gypsum sand 
have engulfed 712-square-
kilometres of desert to 
create the world's largest 
gypsum dune field.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ CULTURE PASS: For just $25, 
the CulturePass allows you 
to visit each of the 14 state 
museums and monuments 
once during a 12-month 
period.

★ TAOS PUEBLO: This 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Site consists of adobe 
dwellings and ceremonial 
buildings, exemplifying 
the enduring culture of 
a group of present-day 
Pueblo Indians.

www.newmexico.org ✪

nEw MEXICo
land oF EnChantMEnt 

Located in Santa Rosa, Blue 
Hole is an oasis. Its constant 
warm temperatures provide 

year-round aquatic recreation. 

RED AND GREEN CHILLIS: Unlike 
any other regional cuisine, New 

Mexican cuisine is a blend 
of ingredients, flavours and 

traditions from Spanish and First 
Nations cultures that has evolved 

over the course of 400 years.

it doesn't get more

than...
nEw MEXICo

over the course of 400 years.
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From the colourful blooms of spring to the snow-dusted winter, 
travellers love to explore the delectable culinary offerings, 
interactive attractions and historic landmarks that make New York 
State so special.

NEW YORK
THE EMPIRE STATE

can easily construct a full 
schedule of paranormal 
tourism activities to 
suit their own level of 
spookiness.

CITY LIGHTS

★ CENTRAL NEW YORK: 
Schoharie County’s 
Beverage Trail is a new 
state-certified culinary 
trail dedicated to distilled, 
brewed and fermented 
beverages that are made 
using locally-grown 
ingredients. 

★ THOUSAND ISLANDS SEAWAY: 
Mountain bikers will find 
miles of great terrain for all 
abilities at the High Flats 
State Forest and Seven 
Springs trails in Colton.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ WILD WALK: This attraction 
allows travellers to explore 
the Adirondack. High 
above ground, travellers 
cross over bridges and 
platforms to a four-storey 
twig tree house and 
human-sized spider’s web 
suspended seven metres 
above ground.

★ ADIRONDACK PARK: This park 
is larger than Yosemite, 
Yellowstone, the Grand 
Canyon, Glacier and Great 
Smoky Mountains National 
Parks combined.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ FORT TICONDEROGA: This 
restored fort on Lake 
Champlain was a key site 
in the French and Indian 
War and the American 
Revolution. Costumed 
interpreters present guided 
tours, demonstrations and 
battle re-enactments.

★ NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF 
FAME: This world-renowned 
museum tells the story of 
baseball from its humble 
beginnings in the 19th 
century to the present day. 

www.iloveny.com ✪

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

GLASS-BLOWING: Take a glass-blowing class at Corning Museum of Glass. 
Professional glass-blowing artists will help you create your own work of art.

New York

WHAT’S NEW?

★ I LOVE NY: Recently 
upgraded, this bus 
service invites travellers 
to experience the state’s 
rich heritage with tours 
to various destinations, 
including the Hudson 
Valley, Long Island and 
the Catskills. It also offers 

overnight trips to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, Saratoga 
Springs and Niagara Falls.

★ 400 MILES OF GHOSTS: 
Paranormal tourism isn’t 
just for Halloween! With 
over 65 locations on the 
Haunted History Trail of 
New York State, travellers 

BELLVALE FARMS CREAMERY: Take a 
dairy farm tour and enjoy a waffle 
cone stuffed with homemade ice 
cream while gazing across the 

Warwick Valley.

HIddEN GEM

NIAGRA FALLS: See what the 
massive waterfalls look like from 

the other side of the border.

it doesn't get more

than...
NEW YORK

WHAT'S ON
TASTE OF BUFFALO: This food 
festival features more than 50 
restaurants, seven wineries 

and 450,000 visitors. But it isn’t 
just about the food: Buffalo’s 
best rock and country bands 

entertain late into the evening. 
July 9 and 10.

US OPEN: For two weeks at the 
end of summer, Flushing Meadow 

is taken over by this sports and 
entertainment spectacle.  

August 29 - September 11.

NEW YORK STATE FAIR: Concerts, 
competitions, parades and 

exhibitions fill the New York State 
Fair. It’s impossible to get bored! 

August 25 - September 5.

August 29 - September 11.

One-third of the 
Revolutionary War's 
battles were fought 
in New York State in 
locations like this at 
Saratoga Battlefield.

The 12-day New York State Fair is held in Syracuse.
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Take the time to drive through the rolling vineyards of the 
state’s largest wine area, which lies close enough to the Blue 
Ridge Mountains that you can hear echoes from the beat of 
Asheville’s legendary drum circle. And from there, trek further 
into the state to visit wild, untamed beaches and friendly 
backyard barbecues.

NORTH CAROLINA
THE OLd NORTH STATE

Mount Mitchell, the tallest peak 
east of the Rockies, lends its 

name to North Carolina’s first 
state park, which can be accessed 

from the Blue Ridge Parkway.

WHAT'S ON
DIRTY DANCING FESTIVAL: This 
festival brings Lake Lure two 
days of live music, dancing, 

performances, dance lessons 
and a watermelon-seed spitting 

contest. August 19 and 20.

NORTH CAROLINA SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL: This festival educates 

the community about the 
importance of seafood to their 

economy. Events include a boat 
show, cooking demonstrations 

and a fishing tournament. 
September 30 - October 2.

LEXINGTON BARBECUE 
FESTIVAL: With free admission 

and live performances featuring 
washboard and kazoo players, 

there’s no excuse not to get 
your feast-on in Lexington. 

October 22.

the highest sand dune on 
the east coast and unique 
natural landmarks like 
monadnocks.

CITY LIGHTS

★ CHARLOTTE: The NASCAR 
Hall of Fame in the heart 
of Charlotte honours 
the history and heritage 
of NASCAR with 
14,000-square-metres of 
interactive exhibits.

★ WILMINGTON: The most 
decorated battleship of 
World War II, the USS 
North Carolina fought in 
every major naval offensive 
in the Pacific.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ ZIPLINES: North Carolina 
has more ziplines than 
anywhere else in the 
eastern US. Try The 
Gorge in Saluda, which 
has the steepest vertical 
drop of any zipline in the 
continental US.

★ GOLF: The Pinehurst 
area has 40 courses in a 
24-kilometre radius and a 
rich history that includes 
the first back-to-back US 
Opens, which took place 
in 2014.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ BLUE RIDGE TUNES: The 
sounds of guitar, banjos, 
vocals and toe-tapping 
have rung out from the 
southern Appalachian 
Mountains for centuries. 
This tradition comes 
to life in jam sessions, 
performances and 
community dances across 
the state.

★ WHIRLIGIGS: The Vollis 
Simpson Whirligig Park 
in Wilson is the new 
permanent home of 31 
Whirligigs—whimsical 
sculptures that create their 
own rhythm and dance in 
the breeze.

www.visitnc.com ✪

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

MOONSHINE & MOTORSPORTS: The 
history of NASCAR is joined at 
the hip to the illicit moonshine 

operations that flourished in Wilkes 
County. Junior Johnson, one 

of the most famous moonshine 
makers, became an early NASCAR 

star. Today, he markets a legal 
moonshine brand.

it doesn't get more

than...
NORTH CAROLINA

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY: One of the National Park system’s most visited units, the Blue Ridge Parkway 
follows a trail of magnificent scenery, rich Appalachian culture and sites that invite exploration.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ HORSING AROUND: The new 
Tryon International 
Equestrian Center has five 
riding arenas, 500 stalls 
and a slate of upcoming 
events to intrigue horse 

enthusiasts.

★ 100TH BIRTHDAY: Parks across 
North Carolina celebrate 
their centennials this 
year. Highlights of the 34 
parks include the tallest 
peak east of the Rockies, 

CAPE HATTERAS LIGHTHOUSE: You’ll 
have to snap a selfie from North 
America’s tallest brick lighthouse 

to prove you climbed the 257 
steps to the top.

CAN’T MISS  
SELFIE SPOT 

to prove you climbed the 257 
steps to the top.

Ocracoke offers a blend of great beaches, 
pirate history and unique island character. 
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A breathtaking blend of the Red River Valley, the Missouri 
Plateau and the Great Plains, North Dakota’s diverse landscape 
is the perfect backdrop for hikes, geocaching and outdoor 
adventure. 

NORTH dAKOTA
THE PEACE GARdEN STATE

WHAT'S ON
NORTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR: 
Hit the midway, chow down 

on something deep-fried and 
catch an energizing concert. 

July 22 - 30.

UNITED TRIBES 
INTERNATIONAL POWWOW: 
Hundreds of drummers and 

dancers from 70 tribes honour 
their culture. September 8 - 11.

NORSK HOSTFEST: The largest 
Scandinavian festival in the 
country, Hostfest features 
ABBA cover bands and 

unique Norwegian, Danish and 
Swedish food.  

September 27 – October 1.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ OVERNIGHT ADVENTURES: 
Spend a night in a yurt 
or teepee at Fort Ransom, 
Cross Ranch or Fort 
Abraham Lincoln. 

★ SPECIALTY BEVERAGES: With 
24 wine producers and 
eight breweries across the 
state, you can discover 
your personal favourite on 
the North Dakota Beer and 
Wine Trail. Many wineries 
and breweries incorporate 
North Dakota agricultural 
products such as wheat, 
honey and fruit, along 
with other unique local 
ingredients… Dandelion 
wine, anyone?

CITY LIGHTS

★ GRAND FORKS: Just a short 
drive from the Canadian 
border, Grand Forks offers 
a vibrant arts and music 
scene. 

★ FARGO: Known as ‘North 
of Normal’, travellers 
who venture to Fargo 
find themselves drawn 
in by the city’s artistic, 
entrepreneurial and 
culinary values. Attractions 
include the Plains Arts 
Museum, Fargo Theater 
and plenty of unique 
shops, eateries and 
microbreweries.

★ BISMARK: The vibrant 
state capital sits on the 
Missouri River.  Experience 
historical and recreational 
activities, vibrant nightlife, 
arts and the unique 
shopping scene.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ WILDLIFE: Fishing, birding, 
hunting and wildlife 
viewing are favourite 
pastimes in North Dakota. 
Check out Devil’s Lake, 
which is home to large 
numbers of walleye, 
northern pike and white 
bass.

★ MAAH DAAH HEY TRAIL: 

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

THE STATE MUSEUM: Located in Bismarck, this museum showcases the state’s history, from the dinosaurs to the oil boom.

BETWEEN TWO PLACES: Take a 
selfie in two countries at the 

same time at the International 
Peace Garden near Dunseith, 

where you can have one foot in 
Canada and one in the United 

States.

CAN’T MISS  
SELFIE SPOT 

MEDORA: To truly experience 
the Old West, hit up the 

attractions in Medora. Explore 
the Medora Musical, the 

Cowboy Hall of Fame, the 
Chateau De Mores home, 

Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park and the North Dakota 

Badlands.

it doesn't get more

than...
NORTH dAKOTA

Badlands.

Beautiful dancing displays at 
the United Tribes International 
Powwow at Bismarck.

The Medora Musical is set in the outdoor 
splendour of the rugged Badlands.
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unscr ipted
We like to think that Lewis & Clark, 
along with Sakakawea, enjoyed a good 
laugh as much as anyone could in the 
winter of 1804. Rich history is just one 
reason why North Dakota native Josh 
Duhamel returns home. This summer, 
share the fascinating history of our 
state with your travel group. Visit us 
online to plan your next tour itinerary.  

Josh Duhamel

Fort Mandan, near Washburn

This 231-kilometre 
biking, horseback riding 
and hiking trail winds 
between the north and 
south units of Theodore 
Roosevelt National 
Park and through the 
Little Missouri National 
Grassland. It is an epic, 

challenging ride that 
offers breathtaking 
views of North Dakota’s 
Badlands.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ CULINARY DELIGHTS: North 
Dakota is home to 
First Nations people, 
Scandinavians, Germans 

and Ukrainians, to name 
just a few. Each group 
shares its own customs 
through ethnic events 
and unique cultural 
dishes, such as German-
style knoephla and Indian 
tacos.

★ RODEOS: What used to be 

a daily job—breaking 
horses and roping cattle—
is now done for sport 
in front of large crowds 
at events like Mandan 
Rodeo Days and Killdeer 
Mountain Roundup 
Rodeo.

www.ndtourism.com ✪
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Incredible vistas at Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park.

Discover the beauty and wonder of the new galleries State 
Museum at the North Dakota Heritage Center in Bismarck. 



JULY 2016  CT/AmeriCA yours To disCover54   

Whether you’re looking to island-hop along the coast of Lake 
Erie or disconnect from urbanization in rolling hills to the 
south, Ohio is an attractive destination for Canadians seeking a 
convenient and affordable getaway.
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cUYAHOGA vALLEY NATIONAL PARK: Check out the scenic railroad and the Towpath Trail.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ EXTREME AMUSEMENT: 
Ohio’s Amusement 
Parks are getting even 
wilder. Cedar Point’s new 
‘dive coaster’, Valravn, 
boasts a record-breaking 
90-degree, 65-metre drop. 

Kings Island’s Tropical 
Plunge is a seven-story 
water experience with six 
different water slides and 
Coney Island’s Typhoon 
Tower has the world’s 
largest Hydro Storm.

★ ART BIRTHDAY: The 

WHAT'S ON
OHIO STATE FAIR: Go for the 
live entertainment, rides and 

shopping; stay for the 30 different 
types of ‘food-on-a-stick’! July 

27 - August 7.

OKTOBERFEST ZINZINNATI: The 
largest Oktoberfest in the US 

celebrates Cincinnati’s German 
roots with the ‘Running of the 
Wieners’ dog race, traditional 
beer stein race and beer barrel 

roll. September 16 - 28.

PUMPKIN SHOW: More than 
400,000 visitors go for the largest 
pumpkin contest weigh in, daily 
themed parades and pumpkin 
goodies—including a six-foot 

diameter, pumpkin pie.  
October 19 - 22.

Ohio

WINERIES: Ohio has a long proud 
wine history dating back as far as 
1804 when Nicholas Longworth 
moved to Ohio from New Jersey 
and began producing sparkling 

Catawba wine grown from grapes 
he planted in the Ohio River 

Valley. Today the state boasts 
more than 200 wineries.

it doesn't get more

than...
OHIO

OHIO
THE BuCKEYE STATE

CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK: 
This park is unique because, unlike 

most remote, secluded options 
in other states, the park is just a 
stone’s throw away from urban 

Cleveland and Akron.

HIddEN GEM

stone’s throw away from urban 
Cleveland and Akron.

Cleveland Museum of Art 
is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary this year with 
a range of new exhibits.

CITY LIGHTS

★ CANTON: Known for 
its athletic roots, true 
football fans will love the 
Enshrinement Festivities, 
held each August. Enjoy 
live concerts and an NFL 
game.

★ DAYTON: The Oregon Arts 
District might be the city’s 
oldest neighbourhood, 
but it’s also a hotbed for 
live music, art galleries 
and restaurants. Urban 
Nights and First Friday 
parties give a taste of the 
neighbourhood’s special 
events.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ HOCKING HILLS: Deep in the 
Appalachian foothills, not 
too far from West Virginia, 
awaits the ultimate dream 
for outdoorsy types. Hike 
and explore some of the 
area’s most iconic spots, 
such as Ash Cave, Rock 
House and Cedar Falls.

★ KELLEYS ISLAND: Best 
known for its laid-back 
vibe, Kelleys Island boasts 
unique activity options 
like the Glacial Grooves 
(the largest easily- 
accessible grooves in the 
world), bird watching and 
scuba diving.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ AMISH COUNTRY: Dine in 
an Amish home, sample 
local cheeses and shop for 
antiques.

★ UNDERGROUND RAILWAY: 
Get some real historic 
insight at the National 
Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center in 
Cincinnati.

www.discoverohio.com ✪

Brandywine 
Falls is one 
of the most 

popular 
attractions in 

Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park.

Hale Farm and Village near Bath is a 
quaint outdoor living history museum.

MuST 
NOT  
MISS
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Oklahoma is a mosaic of art, culture and Western history. It is home to colourful powwows, 
First Nations museums and living history exhibits. It is also the heart of cowboy country, where 
horseback rides, thrilling rodeos and chuckwagon dinners await. And just when you think you've 
seen it all, you'll discover sophisticated dining, shopping, art and fashion in Oklahoma's two major 
metropolitan areas. 

OKLAHOMA
THE SOONER STATE

WHAT'S ON
POWWOWS: Summer and fall mark 

the height of powwow season 
in Oklahoma. Feel the rhythm 

of dancers at the Standing Bear 
Powwow in Ponca City in late 

September. 

MATISSE EXHIBIT AT OKLAHOMA 
CITY MUSEUM OF ART: The sole 
North American exhibition of 
this collection features 100 

masterpieces by Pablo Picasso, 
Juan Gris, Georges Braque, André 

Derain, Fernand Léger and Amadeo 
Modigliani, as well as close to 50 

paintings, sculptures and works on 
paper by Matisse.  

Until September 18.

LINDE OKTOBERFEST: Savour 
authentic German beer while 

listening to the sounds of Bavarian-
style entertainment in Tulsa. 

October 20 – 23.

BISON AUCTION: Almost extinct in 
the late-1800s, bison have made a 
comeback in Oklahoma. Witness a 
live bison auction in October at the 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.

PIONEER DAYS CELEBRATION & 
PRCA RODEO: Known as the ‘Saddle 

Bronc Capital of the World’, 
Guymon celebrates the pioneer 

spirit on the first weekend in May. 

RED EARTH FESTIVAL: Witness 
more than 1,000 First Nations 

artists and dancers as they gather 
to celebrate the richness and 

diversity of their heritage. Don’t 
miss the dance competition, one of 
the rare occasions when dancers 
from northern and southern tribes 

can be seen together in one venue. 
Oklahoma City in June.

Following its $4 million 
expansion, this Idabel 
museum celebrates the 
world's artistic heritage, 
emphasizing contributions 
made by native peoples of 
the Americas.

OKLAHOMA STOCKYARDS CITY: 
Founded in 1910 as the Oklahoma 

National Stockyards Company, 
the yard has grown to become 

the largest stocker/feeder cattle 
market in the world. Don’t miss 

Cattlemen’s Steakhouse, a 
favourite restaurant of American 

presidents and celebrities.

it doesn't get more

than...
OKLAHOMA

cARRIE UNDERWOOD: Recognized by Billboard as country music’s 'Reigning Queen', 
Underwood has sold more than 65 million records worldwide.

Oklahoma

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ MUSEUM OF THE GREAT 
PLAINS: Explore an 
authentic recreation of the 
Domebo Dig Site, a 1960s 
archeological excavation 
that revealed human 

activity from 11,000 years 
ago, watch re-enactors 
at a 1830s’ trading post, 
then check out the 1926 
Baldwin locomotive. 
Lawton.

★ MUSEUM OF THE RED RIVER: 

STATE
STAR

Get your kicks at the Route 66 Museum in Clinton.

Immerse yourself in culture and 
pageantry at the Standing Bear 
Powwow in Ponca City.
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★ LEONARDO’S DISCOVERY 
WAREHOUSE AND ADVENTURE 
QUEST: This amazing 
outdoor science 
playground in Enid 
features bridges, slides, 
swings, mazes and a 
three-storey wooden 
castle. Constructed 
by more than 12,000 
volunteers, it's the world's 
largest community-built 
outdoor playground. 

★ RIVERSPORT RAPIDS: The $45 
million Riversport Rapids 
Whitewater Rafting 
& Kayaking Center in 
Oklahoma City is one of 
three man-made courses 
in the US. Six pumps 
re-circulate water through 
two channels to create 
class II-IV rapids. A single 
day pass includes rafting, 
extreme jumping and the 
SandRidge Sky Trail—the 
tallest adventure course of 
its kind in the world. 

CITY LIGHTS

★ MARLAND MANSION: The 
Marland Mansion 
in Ponca City was 
constructed between 1925 
and 1928 by the oil baron 
EW Marland, who once 
controlled one tenth of 
the world's oil. Influenced 
by the Davanzati Palace 
in Florence, its European 
design is jaw-dropping. 

★ SHOWMEN’S REST & BULL 
RIDER'S REPRIEVE: Known as 
‘a tribute to all showmen 
under God's big top’, this 
cemetery in Hugo is the 
final resting place of circus 
and rodeo greats. 

★ WOODY GUTHRIE CENTER: 
Explore more than 10,000 
pieces of Woody Guthrie 
memorabilia in Tulsa. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ BEAVERS BEND STATE PARK: 
Located in Oklahoma's 
mountainous southeast, 
Beavers Bend is a Mecca 

for anglers and nature 
lovers. 

★ LAKE MURRAY STATE PARK: 
Crystal blue waters caress 
scenic shores and an 
interactive nature centre 
is a favourite visitor 
attraction. 

★ ROBBERS CAVE STATE PARK: 
Once the hideout of Jesse 
James, Robbers Cave State 
Park in Wilburton is a 
favourite for rappellers, 
equestrians, hikers and 
outdoor lovers. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ CHICKASAW CULTURAL CENTER: 
Located in the heart of 
the Chickasaw Nation, 
this centre is devoted to 
Chickasaw history and 
culture.  

★ GILCREASE MUSEUM: Situated 
northwest of Tulsa, the 
Gilcrease Museum 
contains one of the 
world's largest collections 
of Western art. 

★ OKLAHOMA ROUTE 66 MUSEUM: 
Follow the timeline of 
Route 66 with exhibits 
showcasing the history of 
the highway. 

★ SAM NOBLE OKLAHOMA 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY: 
Explore four billion years 
of Oklahoma history, 
including the world's 
largest Apatosaurus 
skeleton. 

www.travelok.com ✪

Oklahoma

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

NATIONAL cOWBOY & WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM: This internationally renowned museum in Oklahoma City houses more 
than 28,000 artifacts, paintings, sculptures and memorabilia. While you're there, check out Prosperity Junction, an authentic turn-
of-the-century Western cattle town featuring 19 buildings.

TULSA DRILLER STATUE: A salute 
to Oklahoma’s pioneering oil 
industry, the Tulsa Driller is a 
23-metre-tall behemoth. At 

approximately half the height 
of the Statue of Liberty, the 

mustard-yellow giant is the US' 
fourth-tallest statue.

CAN’T MISS  
SELFIE SPOT 

The monumental 'End of the Trail' sculpture is perfectly 
framed near the entrance of the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.

Fantastic views from 
Mount Scott.

Robbers Cave State Park  enjoys notoriety as it 
was a former hideout for Jesse James.
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Oregon
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OREGON
THE BEAvER STATE

Garfield Peak at Crater  
Lake National Park.

JOHN DAY FOSSIL BEDS: Colourful 
rock formations at John Day 

Fossil Beds preserve a record 
of plant and animal evolution, 

changing climate and past 
ecosystems over 40 million 

years.

HIddEN GEM

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

THREE cAPES ScENIc DRIvE: One of the great side trips off Coast Highway US101 between Tillamook 
and Pacific City leads you to stunning views at Cape Meares, Cape Lookout and Cape Kiwanda.

WHAT'S ON
BENTON COUNTY FAIR: Four days 

of family fun. August 3 – 6.

FEAST PORTLAND: Feast 
Portland is a food and drink 

festival that not only celebrates 
everything that makes food 

in Portland and Oregon 
awesome—it is also a festival 

with a mission to help end 
hunger in Oregon and across the 

US. September in Portland.

PENDLETON ROUNDUP: One 
of the 10 largest rodeos in the 
world with an exciting night 
pageant. Held annually the 

second full week in September. 

WHAT’S NEW

PALATE-PLEASING POP-UPS: 
Portland hasn’t earned its 
title as a foodie paradise 
purely through the award-
winning cuisine dished 
out from the kitchens and 
food carts. New restaurant 
pop-ups are helping keep 
the culinary scene fresh in 
unexpected venues around 
Portland.

THE HAIRY LOBSTER: A homage 
to the traditional English 
pub, The Hairy Lobster 
dishes up comfort food 
centered on heritage-raised 
and grown ingredients. 
The ambience in this new 
Portland eatery is inspired 
by cookbooks from the 
1800s.

CITY LIGHTS

PORTLAND: Although divided 
into 95 neighbourhoods, 
many of Portland’s 
neighbourhoods share 
similar cultural elements 
and work together to form 
the city’s vibrant and 

diverse identity. Packed 
with eclectic shops, inviting 
public parks, trend-
setting restaurants and 
eye-grabbing architecture, 
Portland’s distinctive 
neighbourhoods overflow 
with original experiences.

LAN SU CHINESE GARDEN: A 
year-round wonder, the 
Lan Su Chinese Garden 
is an authentically-built 
Ming Dynasty-style 
garden. Covered walkways, 
bridges, pavilions and a 
richly planted landscapes 
frame a picturesque lake 
in this urban oasis built by 
artisans from Portland’s 
sister city of Suzhou. 

GREAT OUTDOORS

MOUNT HOOD: Crowned with 
11 glaciers, this mountain’s 
perpetually-snowy peak 
can be seen from miles 
away. Historic Timberline 
Lodge, a WPA project built 
between 1936 and 1938, 
hosts year-round skiing. The 
lodge’s design mirrors the 

lines of the mountain. It’s 
also a great place to sit by the 
fire and have a glass of wine.

THE OREGON COAST: All 584 
kilometres of the Oregon 
Coast are free and open to 
enjoy. You can sand-board 
or dune buggy the sand 
dunes in the south, or hit 
your way out of a sand trap 
at one of the best public 
golf resorts in the US. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

GHOST TOWNS: Spectres of the 
past linger in Oregon’s 
many ghost towns. Visit the 
deserted and abandoned 
sites around the state and 
imagine once-thriving 
towns that vanished into 
thin air at places like 
Friend and Dufur.

COVERED BRIDGES: Visit the 50 
covered bridges around the 
state and you’ll be in awe 
of the range of design and 
breathtaking views.

www.traveloregon.com ✪

STATE ON A PLATE
TRUFFLES: While Oregonians 

pride themselves in the state’s 
approachable food scene, 

the region’s truffles— which 
are gathered from Douglas 

fir woodlands throughout the 
Willamette Valley and the valleys 

of the Coast Range—bring a 
whole new haute cuisine element 
to Oregon’s casual and friendly 

vibe.

OREGON PINOT NOIR: There are only a 
handful of domestic wine regions 

so acclaimed that the public 
knows them by name—and one of 
the top spots belongs to Oregon’s 

Willamette Valley.

it doesn't get more

than...
OREGON

With some of the finest coastline in the US, a wealth of outdoors opportunities and one of the most 
interesting cities you’ll ever visit, Oregon makes a great destination for travellers of all types. So 
whether it’s exploring vast, beautiful landscapes or enjoying the latest vintage that you crave, 
Oregon is the place to be.
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Home to architectural marvels, the country’s oldest residential 
street, its oldest brewery and one of its favourite candy bars, the 
Keystone State offers a bounty of unique experiences. If you’d 
rather avoid the urban areas, Pennsylvania boasts over six million 
hectares of forest and over 130,000 kilometres of rivers and streams.
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INDEPENDENcE NATIONAL HISTORIcAL PARK: INHP welcomes more than 3.5 million visitors 
every year. Many line up to see the Liberty Bell. Admission is free.

WHAT'S ON
GETTYSBURG RE-ENACTMENT: 

The site of the American 
Civil War’s most tragic battle 
and Lincoln’s unforgettable 

Gettysburg Address will re-live 
the epic battle during a three-day 

commemoration that includes 
battle re-enactments, site tours 
and performances. July 1 - 3.

FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL: The Jim 
Thorpe area comes alive with 
entertainment, old-fashioned 
train rides, arts and crafts, live 

music and ethnic food. October 
1 - 2, 8 - 9 & 15 - 16.

CHOCOLATE-COVERED FEBRUARY: 
From a hot chocolate pyjama 
party at the Hershey Lodge to 
special chocolate treatments 

at the spa at the Hotel Hershey, 
Chocolatetown USA has plenty 
of ways to celebrate your sweet 

tooth. February.

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

Pennsylvania

GROUNDHOG DAY: Each year 
on February 2, thousands of 

revellers travel to Punxsutawney 
to witness the prediction of 

Punxsutawney Phil, a groundhog 
who is said to have the ability to 
forecast either an early spring or 

a long winter.

it doesn't get more

than...
PENNSYLvANIA

WHAT’S NEW?

★ CHOCO-HOLICS: The iconic 
Hershey’s Chocolate 
Making Tour has launched 
a new ride that features 
candy-themed vehicles 
that take travellers 

through a fully interactive 
experience, including a 
stop at the fresh farms 
of Pennsylvania where 
Hershey sources most of 
its milk.

★ 200TH BIRTHDAY: In honour 

of the city’s bicentennial 
anniversary, Pittsburgh 
is hosting exciting events 
all year long to showcase 
its history, culture and 
traditions.

CITY LIGHTS

★ PHILADELPHIA: Take a stroll 
down Elfreth’s Alley, 
the country’s oldest 
residential street, which 
dates back to the 18th 
century.

★ HARRISBURG: Constructed 
in American Renaissance 
style, the Capitol Building 
is often referred to as a 
'palace of art' because 
of its many murals, 
sculptures and stained-
glass windows. Tours are 
free.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ BUSHKILL FALLS: ‘The 
Niagara of Pennsylvania’ 
is located in the Pocono 
Mountains. Spring-fed 
waters tumble down the 
mountainside in a series 
of three lovely falls.

★ CHERRY SPRINGS STATE PARK: 
Recently dubbed by the 
Weather Channel as ‘the 
best place on earth to go 
stargazing’, the park’s 
dark skies make it a 
haven for astronomers. 
In the summer months, 
volunteers offer free 
guided star tours for 
novice stargazers.

CULTURAL HIGHTLIGHTS

★ ANDY WARHOL MUSEUM: 
Located in Pittsburgh, this 
museum boasts unique 
collections and dynamic, 
interactive programming.

★ ARTSQUEST CENTER: This 
contemporary performing 
arts centre is dedicated 
to providing access to 
artistic, cultural and 
educational experiences.

www.visitpa.com ✪

PENNSYLvANIA
THE KEYSTONE STATE

STATE ON A PLATE
WHOOPIE PIES: These sweet treats 

are made up of two cake-like 
cookies sandwiched around a 
cream centre, typically sold at 

farmers’ markets throughout the 
region.region.

Harrisburg's State Capital 
building's incredible dome.

Pine Creek Gorge is sometimes called 
the 'Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania'.
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Surrounded by more than 
480 kilometres of coastline 
and several smaller, offshore 
islands, Puerto Rico is all about 
island life. Whether you are an 
adventure seeker, history buff, 
sports enthusiast, music-lover 
or foodie, the island has plenty 
to offer.
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PuERTO RICO
ISLANd OF ENCHANTMENT

GASTRONOMY: Puerto Rican cuisine brings together three distinct cultures and culinary traditions: TaÍno Indian, 
Spanish and African. Gear up for a food festival, take off on a tasty tour or dine in at a local restaurant.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ TORO VERDE ADVENTURE PARK: 
The park’s latest attraction 
is the El Monstruo zipline. 
It has been certified by 
Guinness World Records 
as the longest and tallest 
zipline in the world.

CULEBRA ISLAND: Known as Puerto 
Rico’s diamond in the rough, 
Culebra is made up of mostly 
private homes, green hills and 

beaches.

HIddEN GEM

WHAT'S ON
FLOWER FESTIVAL: Every year, the 
town of Aibonito hosts the largest 

plant, flower and landscaping show 
on the island. June 24 - July 4.

SAN SEBASTIAN STREET FESTIVAL: 
Located in the heart of Old San 

Juan, this street festival entertains 
visitors and locals with art, parades 
and live music. During the evening, 
Old San Juan turns into one giant 

party. January 20 - 22.

PUERTO RICO HEINEKEN JAZZ 
FEST: This annual event for jazz 

aficionados attracts both local and 
international talent with its special 

focus on Latin jazz artists.  
March 17 - 20.

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

Puerto Rico

EL YUNQUE NATIONAL FOREST: This 
tropical rainforest is a hiker’s 
paradise, full of natural pools, 

waterfalls, exotic birds and wildlife.

it doesn't get more

than...
PuERTO RICO

★ GOING BANANAS: The Ruta 
Platanera (Banana Route) 
features 15 different 
Puerto Rican-based dishes 
that highlight Corozal’s 
main agricultural product, 
the banana.

CITY LIGHTS

★ CASTILLO SAN CRISTOBAL: 
Constructed from 
1634-1790 to protect the 
eastern side of Old San 
Juan from enemy attacks, 
Saint Cristobal Fort is 
an enormous Spanish 
fortification.

★ BACARDI RUM DISTILLERY: 
Cataño is home to the 
largest premium rum 
distillery in the world. 
Experience the history 
and tradition of the most 
awarded rum in the world.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ DON JUANA FALLS: Hidden 
inside Toro Negro Forest, 
a chain of three waterfalls 
amass in a clear, secluded 
pool.

★ CAYO ICACOS: This small, 
uninhabited island 
located off the coast of 
Fajardo provides the 
perfect day trip escape. 
The secluded beaches do 
not offer any facilities, 
so you will need to go 
prepared.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ EL MORRO: 500 years of 
history live in the walls 
of this military fort, built 
to protect the city from 
seaborne attacks. The fort 
was declared a World 
Heritage Site by the 
United Nations in 1983.

★ CARNAVAL PONCENO: The 
seven-day carnival 
includes mask parades, 
floats and dancers.

www.seepuertorico.com ✪

STATE ON A PLATE
MOFONGO: Try this staple Afro-

Puerto Rican dish, made primarily 
of fried plantains. During its 

preparation, Mofongo is mashed 
with pork crackling or bacon, 

and seasoned in broth, garlic and 
olive oil.

Chill out at Playa Flamenco.

Brace yourself for a trip  
down the Toro Verde zipline.
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Rhode Island may be small, but it packs a cultural and scenic 
punch. Known for its pristine coastline, vibrant artistic flair 
and flourishing culinary scene, the Ocean State is a top tourist 
destination for those seeking relaxation, adventure, education and 
plenty of fun...
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WINERIES: Rhode Island plays a leading role in the emerging wine industry along the eastern seaboard. There are several wineries 
open to the public, including Carolyn's Sakonnet Vineyards in Little Compton and Greenvale Vineyards in Portsmouth.

WHAT'S ON
NEWPORT FOLK FESTIVAL: One 
of the oldest folk festivals in the 

country features top talent at Fort 
Adams State Park in July.

CHARLESTOWN SEAFOOD 
FESTIVAL: One of the largest 
seafood festivals in the US. 

August.

CHRISTMAS IN NEWPORT: In 
December Newport’s mansions 
are decorated with thousands of 

plants and trees for the Christmas 
holiday season.

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

Rhode Island

THE INTERNATIONAL POLO SERIES: 
The first polo matches in the 
US were held in Newport in 

1877. Throughout the summer 
months, Olympic-level matches 

are scheduled on Saturday 
afternoons between Team USA 

and competitors from around the 
world.

it doesn't get more

than...
RHOdE ISLANd

WHAT’S NEW

★ THE BREAK: A beach house-
style hotel featuring 
fantastic ocean views in 
Narragansett. 

★ THE DEAN HOTEL: A hip and 
modern European-style 
hotel with a sleek and 
scaled-back attitude in 
Providence. 

CITY LIGHTS

★ PROVIDENCE: From Benefit 

Street's ‘Mile of History’ 
to festive ‘Little Italy’ on 
Federal Hill, the capital 
city of Providence is 
known and loved for its 
abundance of historic and 
cultural attractions. 

★ NEWPORT COUNTY: Newport 
County includes the 
resort of Newport and 
the picturesque areas of 
Middletown, Portsmouth, 
Jamestown, Tiverton and 

Little Compton. Newport 
is perhaps best known for 
its summer cottages. Built 
by 19th century industrial 
magnates and business 
tycoons, the mansions 
today stand as reminders 
of the opulence of a 
bygone era.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ SEAL WATCHING: The 
rocks off the shores of 
Narragansett Bay serve as 
the winter lounging area 
of bay seals. A bay tour 
offers an unobtrusive way 
to view the seals in their 
natural habitat. 

★ BLOCK ISLAND: Block Island, 
a seaside resort located 18 
kilometres off the coast, 
has been named one of the 
‘Last Great Places in the 
Western Hemisphere’ by 
the Nature Conservancy. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ WATERFIRE: Some 100 
bonfires illuminate the 
waters of the Providence 
River during this magical 
outdoor event. Created 
by award-winning artist 
Barnaby Evans, WaterFire 
graces the city's riverfront 
with an exhilarating 
combination of music 
and light. Stroll along the 
cobbled riverbank as fires 
dance on the water and fill 
the air with the rich scent 
of burning cedar logs. 

★ SHIPWRECKS: The Rhode 
Island waters lay claim 
to the final resting place 
of more than 2,000 
shipwrecks—that’s more 
per square mile than in 
any other state in the US. 
Wrecks include colonial 
trading ships, ships of war, 
a German submarine and 
a luxury passenger vessel 
from the 19th century. 

www.visitrhodeisland.com ✪

RHOdE ISLANd
THE OCEAN STATE

STATE ON A PLATE
CHOWDER: Enjoy chowder, clam 
cakes and lobster rolls at Aunt 
Carrie’s, Iggy’s or Flo’s clam 

shacks after a day at the beach. 
It’s pure Rhode Island!

Blazing bonfires, aromatic wood smoke, the 
flickering firelight and torch-lit vessels travelling 
down the river—Providence is at its most 
romantic during WaterFire.

GILBERT STUART BIRTHPLACE: Best 
known for his George Washington 

painting, which appears on the 
one dollar bill, the foremost 

colonial portrait artist was born in 
Saunderstown in 1755.

HIddEN GEM

: Block Island Refuge is blessed with 
sandy beaches and rolling dunes.
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Soak up 100 kilometers of beautiful beaches, take a swing on 
over 100 amazing golf courses, experience  exciting attractions 
and live theatre shows, taste award-winning Carolina coastal 
cuisine and, overall, enjoy a fun-filled holiday. With non-stop air 
service, Myrtle Beach, SC is how affordable family fun should be!

www.VisitMyrtleBeach.ca

Come let go 

&  u n w i n d 
ON MYRTLE BEACH TIME.

ExploreAd.indd   1 5/12/16   2:59 PM

South Carolina
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South Carolina may be blessed with subtropical beaches and 
islands, but there’s a lot more to the state than beach life: 
the northwest corner touches the foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, the history is deep and rich and the entire state is a 
paradise for outdoor-enthusiasts.

SOuTH CAROLINA
THE PALMETTO STATE

WHAT'S ON
BEACH BOOGIE & BBQ FESTIVAL: 
Myrtle Beach hosts a massive 
barbecue competition, where 

spectators get to taste wings, ribs 
and desserts. September 2 - 3.

BALLOONS OVER ANDERSON: Hot 
air balloons speckle the sky like 

colourful clouds. October.

INDIE GRITS FESTIVAL: Dark 
theatre, outdoor concerts, quirky 
exhibitions and indie short films 
set the stage for up-and-coming 
artists to display their work in the 

city of Columbia. April.

CITY LIGHTS

★ MYRTLE BEACH: Myrtle 
Beach has nearly 100 
kilometres of beautiful 
sandy beaches, first class 
live entertainment and 
plenty to keep the family 
entertained, from mini golf 
and aquarium visits to the 
waterpark and the family 
race park.

★ BEAUFORT: Beaufort is a 
quaint seaside town. Enjoy 
dining on locally-caught 
seafood, listening to 
stories from tour guides on 
the history of the region 
and kayaking or paddle 
boarding.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ MOUNTAIN BRIDGE WILDERNESS 
AREA: This area is in the 
northwest of the state 
along the Blue Ridge 
Escarpment. At the top of 
the range is Caesar’s Head 
State Park and in the valley 
is Jones Gap State Park. 

★ CONGAREE NATIONAL 
PARK: The only national 
park in South Carolina 
protects the largest intact 
expanse of old-growth 
bottomland hardwood 
forest remaining in the 
southeastern US. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ THE ABBEVILLE OPERA HOUSE: 
Dating back to 1908, this 
is the official Rural Drama 
State Theatre of South 
Carolina and is listed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places.

★ ATALAYA CASTLE: A wealthy 
New York couple, Archer 
and Anna Huntington, 
built this stunning home 
in 1930. Today, it lies within 
Huntington State Park. 
There are over 30 rooms 
and a giant courtyard to 
explore. 

www.discoversouthcarolina.
com ✪

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

PEAcHES: Summer in the 
southern states means fresh 
fruit. From roadside stands to 
supermarkets, there’s nothing 

more South Carolinian than 
biting into a juicy peach on a 

hot, sunny day.

it doesn't get more

than...
SOuTH CAROLINA

NOAH’S ARK ANIMAL SANcTUARY: This non-profit animal sanctuary is home to an amazing array of animals, 
from horses, bison and deer to cougars, parrots and monkeys. Among the star attractions you’ll find a ‘famous 
trio’: a lion, tiger and a bear who are all best friends.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ ROCKIN’ JUMP: The Ultimate 
Trampoline Park has 
opened a franchise in 
Myrtle Beach, just across 
the street from Myrtle 
Beach Sports Center. 

★ ZOO EXPANSION: The 
Riverbanks Zoo & 
Gardens in Columbia has 

just completed a multi-
million dollar expansion. 
You can now feed the 
giraffes, zipline across the 
Congaree River, climb the 
four-storey rope course 
and watch sea lions swim 
around an enclosure that 
mimics the famous Pier 39 
in San Diego.

BRASSTOWN BALD: Pack your 
camera for the climb from the 
parking lot to the Brasstown 

Bald Visitors Center and 
Observation Deck, where you 
can soak in 360-degree views. 
On clear days, you can see four 

states.

CAN’T MISS  
SELFIE SPOT 

Hidden Gem
BROOKGREEN GARDENS: 
From pontoon boat rides to 

outdoor entertainment on summer 
evenings, Brookgreen Gardens in 

Myrtle Beach is a cultural gathering 
place for the community. Voted 

one of the top 10 public gardens 
in America, it has also been 

designated a National Historic 
Landmark.

Take it all in: Caesars Head  
State Park in Cleveland.

Myrtle Beach is a big hit with 
Canadian travellers looking 
for an excuse to relax.
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Soak up 100 kilometers of beautiful beaches, take a swing on 
over 100 amazing golf courses, experience  exciting attractions 
and live theatre shows, taste award-winning Carolina coastal 
cuisine and, overall, enjoy a fun-filled holiday. With non-stop air 
service, Myrtle Beach, SC is how affordable family fun should be!

www.VisitMyrtleBeach.ca

Come let go 

&  u n w i n d 
ON MYRTLE BEACH TIME.

ExploreAd.indd   1 5/12/16   2:59 PM
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Insider Tip #39
The Sioux Quartzite first mined around Falls Park is used in many 
Sioux Falls buildings because it is the hardest rock on earth.

Take the convenient drive to 
Sioux Falls. 

Get a free guide at 
VisitSiouxFalls.com/VisitorsGuide.

South Dakota
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South Dakota is home to majestic mountain carvings, rolling 
prairies, sky-piercing granite needles, glittering lakes and the 
mighty Missouri River. Located in the heart of the American 
frontier, the state can also lay claim to one of the largest 
concentrations of public parks, monuments and memorials in the 
world, including Mount Rushmore National Memorial, which is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary this year.

SOuTH dAKOTA
THE MOuNT RuSHMORE STATE

WHAT'S ON
SOUTHERN HILLS MUSIC & ARTS 

FESTIVAL: Celebrate cowboy and 
bluegrass music in Custer.  

August 26 and 27.

STURGIS MOTORCYCLE RALLY: Join 
bikers at this legendary event in 
Sturgis in August. There will be 
live music, poker runs and bike 

shows.

CUSTER STATE PARK BUFFALO 
ROUNDUP: Park rangers and 

cowboys round up the park’s 
1,300 bison in September. More 
than 14,000 spectators attend 
each year to take in the thrilling 

experience. 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
COMPLETION OF MOUNT 

RUSHMORE: October marks 
the 75th anniversary of the 

completion of Mount Rushmore. 
The $1 million project, which 

began in 1927, was completed in 
1941 by Gutzon Borglum, his son 
Lincoln Borglum and their team. 

cavers have uncovered 
more than 290-kilometres 
of passages and two small 
lakes. 

★ DEADWOOD’S WELCOME 
CENTER: Deadwood’s new 
welcome centre is due for 
completion in May.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ RAPID CITY: One-of-a-kind 
shops, galleries, eateries 
and pubs, presidential 
statues and turn-of-the-
century buildings all make 
up historic downtown 
Rapid City. 

★ SIOUX FALLS: The largest city 
in South Dakota, Sioux 
Falls is a destination with 
more than 650 restaurants 
featuring foods from 
around the world, an 
abundance of shopping, 
events and entertainment, 
as well as cultural and 
performing arts and urban 
walking and biking trails.

★ DEADWOOD: Historic 
Deadwood is a town 
known for its rough and 
tumble past. Gamblers 
and gunslingers like 
Wild Bill Hickok and 
Calamity Jane made 
legends of themselves 
on the tough and dusty 
streets. Deadwood is being 
transformed back into that 
same frontier town that 
once drew hundreds of 
people in search of their 
fortune. The entire town 
is a registered National 
Historic Landmark.

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK: 
The striking landscape of 
Badlands National Park 
boasts a maze of canyons 
and pinnacles. Skeletons 
of three-toed horses and 
saber-toothed cats are 
among the many fossilized 
species found at Badlands, 
along with bighorn sheep, 
antelope and other native 
species roaming the park 

MuST 
NOT  
MISS

cUSTER STATE PARK’S 
BUFFALO ROUND-UP : Each 
September park rangers and 

cowboys round-up 1,300 bison. 
More than 21,000 spectators 

attend each year to take in the 
thrilling experience.

it doesn't get more

than...
SOuTH dAKOTA

WALL DRUG: One of the country’s most treasured roadside attractions, Wall Drug started out as just a tiny drug store in the 1930s, 
but it has since expanded into an enormous emporium. Celebrating its 85th anniversary this year, the classic road-stop offers 
everything from free ice water and five-cent coffee to famous homemade donuts.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ CUSTER STATE PARK 
LODGING: Custer State 
Park is renovating its 
cabins this year to better 
accommodate groups. The 
park is also beginning 
construction on a new $3 
million visitor centre.

★ HOTEL ALEX JOHNSON: The 

iconic Hotel Alex Johnson 
will complete a full 
renovation of its rooms 
as part of its rebrand to 
the Hilton Family Curio 
Collection, making it the 
first Curio property in the 
Midwest. 

★ JEWEL CAVE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT: Volunteer 

Hidden Gem
cORN PALAcE: The world’s 
only Corn Palace stands as 
a tribute to the agricultural 

heritage of South Dakota. The 
building’s exterior display is 

completely decorated with new 
murals each year made from 
thousands of bushels of corn, 
grain and native grasses. The 
murals are stripped at the end 

of August and the new ones are 
completed by early October.

Located in the Black Hills, spectacular open 
ranges are waiting for you in Custer State Park.

The iconic faces  
of Mount Rushmore.
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Insider Tip #39
The Sioux Quartzite first mined around Falls Park is used in many 
Sioux Falls buildings because it is the hardest rock on earth.

Take the convenient drive to 
Sioux Falls. 

Get a free guide at 
VisitSiouxFalls.com/VisitorsGuide.
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South Dakota

today. Revel in painted 
landscapes and become 
captivated by the park’s 
night sky.

★ CUSTER STATE PARK: 
Custer State Park is in 
the middle of the Black 
Hills National Forest in 
western South Dakota. 
Custer is one of the 
largest national parks 
in the country and a 
herd of 1,300 bison 
roam throughout the 
park, as well as goats, 
deer, elk and sheep. 

★ WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK: 
This park is home to 
one of the country’s 
only intact prairies 
and one of the world’s 
largest caves. The cave’s 
entrance whistles as 
the wind moves in and 
out of the cave. Once 
inside the cave, you can 
see a formation called 
‘boxwork’, which is a 
unique mineral calcite 
structure that creates a 
honeycomb like pattern 
on the cave ceiling. 
Tour the cave, hike the 
surrounding prairie 
and visit the beautiful 
hot springs.

★ JEWEL CAVE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT: The third 
longest cave system in 
the world, Jewel Cave 
National Monument 
offers a variety of tours, 
in which you’ll be 
guided through a maze 
of chambers adorned 
in calcite crystals. 
Summer travellers may 
opt for a 1940s-inspired 
experience guided by 
lanterns.

★ GEORGE S MICKELSON 
TRAIL: Stretching 
175-kilometres through 
the Black Hills, the 
Mickelson Trail offers 
travellers some the best 

trails for hiking, biking, 
horseback riding and 
cross-country skiing. 
It features more than 
100 converted railroad 
bridges and four rock 
tunnels. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ MOUNT RUSHMORE 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL: 
Mount Rushmore 
features the 18-metre-
tall faces of George 
Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Theodore 
Roosevelt and 
Abraham Lincoln. 
There are nightly 
lighting ceremonies 
during the summer.

★ CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL: 
Sculptor Korczak 
Ziolkowski began 
work on Crazy Horse 
Memorial in 1948, after 
an invitation from 
Lakota Chief Standing 
Bear to carve a lasting 
memorial to the 
First Nations people. 
Once complete, the 
mountain carving will 
be the largest in the 
world.

★ SCULPTURE WALK: The 
Sioux Falls Sculpture 
Walk is an annual 
outdoor art exhibit. 
Enjoy a self-paced 
walking tour of the 
sculptures in the 
downtown area.

★ HOME OF LAURA INGALLS 
WILDER: Families are 
invited to Laura Ingalls 
Wilder’s homestead to 
travel back in time to 
experience what life 
was like in the 1880s. 
The homestead offers 
covered wagon rides, 
school sessions and 
pioneer activities.

www.travelsouthdakota.
com ✪

JANUARY JONES: Mad Men Actress January Jones was born and raised in Sioux Falls. 
The actress has also starred in X-Men First Class, We are Marshall and Love Actually.
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The striking geologic deposits at 
Badlands National Park contain one 

of the world's richest fossil beds.

In its heyday, Deadwood was the 
wildest town in the west.

Gaze upon calcite crystals at Jewel Cave.

Can you resist a Wall Drug donut?
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From the Mississippi River to the Great Smoky Mountains, 
Tennessee offers a legendary landscape of ancient mountains, awe-
inspiring natural wonders and centuries-old battlefields. Hailed as 
an international music destination, Tennessee is characterized by its 
unique foot-tapping, head-bobbing, soul-saving kind of music.

TENNESSEE
THE VOLUNTEER STATE

wHAT'S ON
ELVIS WEEK: Celebrate Elvis 
Presley’s music, movies and 

life with a candlelight vigil and 
a tribute contest in Memphis. 

August 10-16.

BRISTOL RHYTHM & ROOTS 
REUNION: This festival honours 

the musical heritage and culture 
of Bristol. September 16 - 18.

NATIONAL STORYTELLING 
FESTIVAL: Sharing events, 
experiences and insights 

through compelling stories, 
internationally-recognized 
professional storytellers 
captivate audiences in 

Jonesborough. October 7 - 9.

modern accommodation 
in historic Pullman train 
cars.

CITY LIGHTS

★ MEMPHIS: Memphis is 
an urban playground of 
music, history and world 
class attractions. Inhale 
wisps of sweet barbecue 
smoke and take a tour of 
the famous Sun Studio.

★ NASHVILLE: Nicknamed 
‘Music City’, Nashville 
offers music of all kinds 
and is a city of culture 
and history, haute cuisine, 
pro-sports, outstanding 
academics, natural beauty 
and pure southern charm.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ WHITEWATER ADVENTURES: 
The Ocoee Whitewater 
Center in east Tennessee 
hosted the world’s first 
Olympic whitewater 
event on a natural river. 
Experience the thrill for 
yourself on the Pigeon 
River.

★ GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK: Renowned 
for its diversity of plant 
and animal life, this is one 
of the US’ most visited 
national parks.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ MADE-IN-TENNESSEE: Meet 
local artisans, watch them 
work, visit dairy farms 
and fill an extra suitcase 
with handmade delights 
from farmers’ markets, 
craft communities and 
galleries.

★ HISTORY: Travel the paths 
of pioneers along the 
Natchez Trace, discover 
First Nations culture 
along the Cherokee 
Heritage Trails and 
immerse yourself in Civil 
War drama as you travel 
the Civil War Trails.

www.tnvacation.com ✪

DISCOVERY PARK OF AMERICA: 
Discovery Park offers an 

educational and entertainment 
experience with exhibits focussed 

on nature, science, technology, 
history and art. Highlights include 

dinosaur fossils, First Nations 
artifacts, military equipment and 

vintage automobiles.

HiddEN GEm

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

BLUEGRASS UNDERGROUND: Descend 
underground into Cumberland 

Caverns’ Volcano Room and treat 
your ears to ‘The Soundtrack of 
America, Made in Tennessee’.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
TENNESSEE

TINA TURNER MUSEUM: Take a peek inside the newly-restored Flagg Grove School, a one-room schoolhouse that was attended 
by a young Anna Mae Bullock (aka Tina Turner). It is now home to a collection of memorabilia, including costumes and gold records.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ LIGHTNING ROD: The 
world’s fastest wooden 
roller coaster has been 
launched at Dollywood, 
one of the state’s biggest 
attractions.

★ CHATTANOOGA CHOO CHOO: 
Released in 1941 by Glenn 
Miller and His Orchestra, 
this tune was the very 
first certified gold 
record in the world. The 
Chattanooga Choo Choo 
Historic Hotel boasts 

STATE ON A PLATE
BARBECUE: From Memphis’ World 

Championship Barbecue Cooking 
Contest to the Jack Daniel World 

Championship BBQ, Tennessee has 
become known as a barbecue capital.

Bluegrass Underground shows 
take place in the Volcano Room 

in the Cumberland Caverns. 

Sharpen your knowledge 
at the Discovery Park of 

America, Union City.
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With its 750 golf courses, 100 dude ranches and 1,000 kilometres 
of pristine Gulf coastline, Texas doesn’t shrink from its big and 
beautiful reputation. Add to that tonnes of outdoor adventure 
activities in Big Bend National Park and a plethora of arts and 
culture to discover in cities like San Antonio, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Austin and Houston and it’s easy to understand why the state is a 
massive hit with Canadian travellers.

TEXAS
THE LONE STAR STATE

wHAT'S ON
GALVESTON HERITAGE 

FESTIVAL: Enjoy the music, 
food and entertainment from 

numerous cultural groups while 
learning about the early days 
of Galveston’s immigration 

movement. August 6.

BREWMASTERS’ CRAFT 
BEER FESTIVAL: The annual 

BrewMasters’ Craft Beer 
Festival is a unique multi-day 

event created for beer drinkers, 
learners, enthusiasts and experts. 

September 2 - 4 in Galveston.

TEXAS STATE FAIR: The State 
Fair of Texas returns this fall 
for another round of food, 

festivities and family fun in Dallas. 
September 30 - October 23.

AUSTIN CITY LIMITS: Legendary 
music festival in Austin, 

September 30 - October 2 and 
October 7 – 9.

RIO GRANDE VALLEY BIRDING 
FESTIVAL: Top notch leaders 

and speakers, field trips and the 
biggest concentration of unique 
species in the US guarantee a 

birding experience you will long 
remember. November 2 – 6 in 

Harlingen. 

GALVESTON MARDI GRAS: 
Elaborate parades, headliner 

performances, family events and 
feasting. February 17 – 28.

the world, the National 
Cowgirl Museum and 
Hall of Fame unveiled the 
first phase of its extensive 
renovation last year. A 
new art gallery features 
temporary exhibitions, 
while the Grand Rotunda 
showcases a mobile 
comprised of 100 moving 
pieces. 

★ INDEPENDENCE PLAZA: Space 
Center Houston opened 
its new Independence 
Plaza in January. The 
multi-exhibit complex 
features a shuttle replica 
mounted on top of the first 
shuttle carrier aircraft, the 
NASA 905. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ HOUSTON: Home to popular 
attractions such as the 
Space Center, 18 world-
renowned museums, more 
than 10,000 dining options, 
a vibrant arts scene and 
exciting nightlife, Houston 
is big in both its attitude 
and appeal. 

★ GALVESTON: Just an hour’s 
drive from Houston 
lies historic Galveston 
Island. With 52 kilometres 
of beaches, plenty of 
beautifully-preserved 
Victorian architecture, a 
new Pleasure Pier and 
the pyramids at Moody 
Gardens, Galveston 
entices travellers with 
its seaside location and 
gracious charm.

★ SAN ANTONIO: San Antonio’s 
bold culture and historic 
legacy make it one of 
the most authentic and 
passionate cities in the US. 

★ AUSTIN: Hip and trendy 
Austin is the ‘Live Music 
Capital of the World’ and 
performances can be 
enjoyed at more than 250 
venues throughout the 
city. 

COWBOYS: Almost 100 working 
ranches offer western hospitality 
and a chance for you to test your 

skills at the ranch.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
TEXAS

SUN & SURF ON THE TEXAS GULF COAST: Canadians who want to escape winter’s chill should head south to Texas’ pristine 
beaches and coastal cities. You can also set sail and make some lasting memories on a spectacular cruise from Houston or Galveston.

Texas

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ NEW CONVENTION CENTRE: 
San Antonio opened 
the doors to the newly 
transformed Henry B 
Gonzalez Convention 
Center in January. The 

$325 million expansion 
is set on the River Walk 
in the historic downtown 
district.

★ NATIONAL COWGIRL MUSEUM 
& HALL OF FAME: The only 
museum of its kind in 

STATE ON A PLATE
TEXAS BBQ: Slow smoked or slow 

cooked, Texas barbecue is mouth 
watering and covers everything 
from steak, brisket and sausage 
to chicken and ribs. The state 

even has its own Texas BBQ Trail 
just outside of Austin.

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

Mouthwatering Texas barbecue.

Nothing embodies the west better 
than the Fort Worth Stockyards 
National Historic District.
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GREAT OUTDOORS

★ BIG BEND NATIONAL 
PARK: From hiking 
and mountain biking 
to horseback riding, 
backpacking and kicking-
it back camping and 
stargazing, outdoor 
enthusiasts will want to 
place a visit to Big Bend 
at the top of their travel 
list. 

★ WATERSPORTS: From 
Galveston to South Padre 
Island, you’ll find plenty 
of perfect locations 
and steady winds for 
surfing, windsurfing, kite 
boarding, parasailing and 
fly boarding. 

★ CYCLING: With miles of 
scenic roads, charming 
towns, blankets of 
colourful wildflowers and 
crystal clear streams and 
rivers, cycling through 
Texas Hill Country is an 
incredible experience. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ ARTS DISTRICT: Located in 
Dallas, the largest urban 
arts district in the US 
encompasses 19 blocks 
of museums, theatres, 
sculpture gardens and 
performance venues.

★ STOCKYARDS NATIONAL 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: Once 
home to cowboys, 
cattlemen and outlaws, 
today the Stockyards 
National Historic District 
in Fort Worth is one of the 
most popular attractions 
in Texas. 

★ MISSION TRAIL: You can 
explore the Missions 
along San Antonio’s 
River Walk’s new Mission 
Reach, a 13-kilometre 
stretch with picnic 
areas, pavilions and four 
missions: Concepción, 
San José, San Juan and 
Espada.

www.traveltex.com ✪

Texas
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Texas boasts 1,000 kilometres  
of pristine Gulf coastline.

Be inspired by the wonders of space 
exploration at Houston’s Space Center.
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Located in the eastern Caribbean, the US Virgin Islands are surrounded by clear blue waters. Each of 
the three major islands— St Croix, St Thomas and St John—possesses a unique character of its own. 
St Croix's Danish influence is perfect for travellers who prefer a laid-back experience. Alternatively, 
two-thirds of the island of St John is a national park, so it’s a great place for hiking and camping. 
And St Thomas boasts one of the most beautiful harbours in the world. 

US ViRGiN iSLANdS
AmERiCA’S CARiBBEAN

wHAT'S ON
SUNSET JAZZ: One of 

the island’s most popular 
musical events, there is a 

free jazz concert every third 
Friday of the month on the 
Frederiksted Waterfront,  

St Croix.

THE ST CROIX CORAL REEF 
SWIM: The event includes 
a one mile, two-mile and 
a five-mile race through 

turquoise water and colourful 
coral reefs, all ending at 

The Buccaneer's palm-lined 
beach where a steel band 
and refreshments await. 
Swimmers as young as 

11-years-old and as senior 
as 75 are among the race 
contestants. November 6.

DINE VI: Celebrate local 
cuisine with exclusive three-

course prix fixe menus. 
October 27 – November 12.

ANNUAL CORAL BAY 
THANKSGIVING REGATTA: All 

classes of boats are welcome 
to enter the Thanksgiving 

Regatta at Coral Bay, St John. 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 
FAIR: Held each February, St 

Croix’s ‘Agrifest’ is the largest 
agricultural exposition in the 

US Virgin Islands. 

INTERNATIONAL ROLEX 
SAILING REGATTA: Known 

as the ‘Crown Jewel of 
the Caribbean’ the regatta 
represents an opportunity 

to shake off the winter 
in preparation for a hard 

summer’s racing. St Thomas 
in March.

US VIRGIN ISLANDS 
CARNIVAL: April’s Carnival 

celebrates freedom through 
dancing, singing, parades, 
pageantry, music, drinks, 

food, friends and fun.

of St Peter Mountain.

CITY LIGHTS

★ CHARLOTTE AMALIE: The 
downtown area of the 
capital city is replete 
with merchants selling 

CARNIVAL: In the USVI Carnival is 
all about steel drums, colourful 
costumes, people of all ages 

dancing in the streets, mocko-
jumbies and fireworks.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
USVi

US Virgin Islands

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ DELTA TO OFFER HOLIDAY 
SERVICE: Delta Air Lines 
will inaugurate a daily 
service from Atlanta to 
St Croix for three weeks 
over the peak Christmas 

holiday season.

★ TREE LIMIN' EXTREME ZIPLINE 
PARK: Soar through the 
St Thomas rainforest on 
a canopy tour that starts 
with a ride in a six-wheel-
drive Pinzgauer to the top 

Once famous for its pirates, 
Charlotte Amalie on St Thomas 
is now one of the most popular 

cruise ports in the Caribbean.

Trunk Bay on St John is a 
breathtakingly beautiful beach  
with soft white powdery sand.
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PLAN MORE THAN 
THE ORDINARY VACATION.
You want to do more than just get away. You want to get 
inspired. With some of the world’s most diverse diving, over 
50 uninhabited islands, local festivals and world-renowned cuisine, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands has the sights, the sounds and the heart to 
spark the adventurous spirit in every traveler. You won’t just get the 
vacation of your dreams — you will discover a Caribbean getaway 
beyond your wildest imagination. It’s time for you to start making 
memories in the USVI.

Special moments begin at visitUSVI.com.

©2016 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism

/visitusvi /usvitourism#USVInice

USVI16062_8X10.75_CanTrav_R1.indd   1 6/23/16   5:43 PM

a dazzling selection of 
both the latest styles of 
jewellery and their own 
unique designs, fine 
fragrances, cosmetics, 
china, crystal, spirits and 
sportswear apparel. 

★ DIVI CARINA BAY CASINO: This 
St Croix casino blends the 
thrill of Las Vegas-style 
gaming with a carefree 
Caribbean spirit.

★ CRUZ BAY: Cruz Bay, the 
main town on St John, 
offers plenty of colourful 
shops, restaurants and 
friendly bars.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL 
PARK: This St John park 
boasts lush forests, 
historic plantation 
ruins, pristine beaches 
and underwater reefs. 
Trails weave through 
scenic lookout points, 
sugar plantation 
ruins, petroglyphs and 
magnificent unspoiled 
forest. 

★ TURTLE BEACH: Voted one of 
the world’s most beautiful 
beaches, Turtle Beach is 
on Buck Island, which lies 
just off the northeast side 
of St Croix.

★ SNORKELING: Snorkelling 
is a favourite pastime 
at St John’s Trunk Bay, 
where the Virgin Islands 
National Park offers an 
underwater snorkelling 
trail.

★ CORAL WORLD MARINE PARK 
& OBSERVATORY: Located 
on St Thomas’ Coki Point, 
Coral World consists of an 
underwater observatory 
tower, a tropical nature 
trail and a marine garden 
aquarium.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ WHIM PLANTATION MUSEUM: 
An authentic Danish 
sugar estate dating from 

the 1700s, this St Croix 
museum offers tours 
of the furnished great 
house and access to the 
sugar factory ruins and 
surrounding grounds.

★ CRUZAN RUM FACTORY: Tour 
this St Croix rum factory 
and discover how the 
popular local rum is 
made. Cruzan rum has 
been made there for some 
300 years.

★ ANNABERG SUGAR MILL RUINS: 
Revisit sugar plantation 
life and the occupation 
of slaves during the 18th 
century in St John. Park 
rangers co-ordinate 
demonstrations of 
cultural traditions, 
including basket weaving, 
music and dance.

★ FORT FREDERIK: A National 
Historic Landmark, 
the red and white Fort 
Frederik on St Croix was 
built in the 1750s to ward 
off pirates. 

www.visitusvi.com ✪

US Virgin Islands

mUST 
NOT  
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ST CROIX FOOD AND WINE EXPERIENCE: A week-long event that attracts more than 3,000 foodies each April.
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WATER ISLAND: Water Island is 
a naturalist’s retreat with few 
people and little traffic. Photo 

opportunities abound at Phillips’ 
Landing, Fort Segarra, several 
Indian camp excavations and 
the picturesque Honeymoon 

and Sprat Bay beaches.

HiddEN GEm

STATE ON A PLATE
SEAFOOD: Seafood is the 
natural staple on island 

menus. On any given day, 
wahoo, grouper, snapper, 

tuna, Caribbean lobster, mahi 
mahi and conch find their 

way onto the menus of both 
award-winning hotel dining 

rooms and local mom and pop 
restaurants.

Soak up some rays; you have endless 
beaches to choose from.

Built in tthe 1780s, Annaburg 
Plantation was once an important 
sugar mill on St John.

It’s easy to find your very 
own slice of paradise in 
the US Virgin Islands.
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UTAH
THE BEEHiVE STATE

ROBERT REDFORD: Although he was not born in Utah, he has certainly made it his home. With Park City 
as the hub of the Sundance Film Festival, Robert Redford holds a special place in his heart for Utah.

WHAT’S NEW?

★ SKI BUNNIES: There have 
been vast improvements 
at Brian Head Ski Resort, 
with a new high speed 
quad lift, updated base 
lodges and completely 
overhauled Terrain Park.

★ WARM WELCOME: The 
visitor centre at Bryce 
Canyon National Park has 
undergone a million dollar 
renovation.

★ WATERCRAFT RACERS: As 
one of the newest venues 
on the Pro Watercross 
tour, St George welcomes 
hundreds of competitors 
at Sand Hollow for the Red 
Desert Championship. 

CITY LIGHTS

★ ST GEORGE: Surrounded by 
stunning red rocks, filled 
with green golf courses 
and complemented by 
a cozy community with 

a small-town vibe, St 
George is the needle 
in the haystack of US 
cities. The historic 
downtown is home to 
several museums and 
galleries, plenty of dining 
options and live music 
venues. Check out the 
George Streetfest, a local 
gathering that occurs on 
the first Friday of every 
month.

★ SALT LAKE CITY: Home to 

1,700 restaurants, 140 
bars and 120 hotels, ‘Ski 
City’ is an eclectic urban 
destination with four 
incredible ski resorts.

★ PROVO: Four distinct 
seasons, a rich and diverse 
history, breathtaking 
scenery, friendly 
communities and exciting 
recreational activities 
all characterize this 
worthwhile destination.

STATE
STAR

Sculpted by wind, water and time, Utah’s magnificent landscapes are waiting for your next adventure. From the ‘Mighty 5’ 
National Parks to the Wasatch Mountains’ ‘Greatest Snow on Earth’, Utah is a place where timeless memories are made.

The view from Dead Horse Point 
is one of the most photographed 
scenic vistas in the world. 
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TUACAHN SATURDAY MARKET: 
Enjoy a pancake breakfast, live 

music, entertainment and vendors 
selling a wide range of locally 

made goods. July and August.

UTAH FESTIVAL OPERA & MUSICAL 
THEATRE: This five-week festival 

in Logan encompasses more than 
100 events, from light opera to 

Broadway-style musical theatre. 
July and August. 

TWILIGHT CONCERT SERIES: 
Featuring world-renowned 

and local artists, the Twilight 
Concert Series in Salt Lake City 
brings vibrant beats to the arts 
community. July – September.

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL: 
Performances include classic 
and contemporary plays, with 

Shakespeare as the cornerstone. 
June – October.

wHAT'S ON

LANDSCAPE: The beautiful red 
rocks and epic landscapes of 
southern Utah’s national parks 
make the state an explorer’s 

nirvana.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
UTAH

DEAD HORSE POINT STATE PARK: 
This iconic landscape has often 
been compared to a mini Grand 
Canyon and has been a filming 

location in legendary movies like 
Thelma and Louise.

CAN’T miSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

HiddEN GEm
SAN RAFAEL SWELL: This geologic 
upheaval has been cut, shaped 

and formed over thousands 
of years into an assembly of 

sandstone buttresses, canyons 
and plateaus. The northern 
swell offers fantastic hiking, 

backpacking, biking and camping.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ THE MIGHTY 5: Utah’s five 
spectacular national 
parks (Arches, Bryce, 
Canyonlands, Capitol Reef 
and Zion) stretch across 
the southern half of the 
state. Each park offers 
travellers unique, world 
class scenic vistas and 
geological phenomena.

★ ROCK CLIMBING: From the 
towering cliffs of Zion 
National Park to the red 
rock canyons near Moab, 
Utah offers climbs for 
hikers of all levels.

★ GOLF: There are 11 golf 
courses in the St George 
area, all located along 
the Red Rock Golf Trail. 
Whether you want to 
tee-off on a short but 
challenging course or 
spend your whole day 
swinging clubs, this is one 
of the best areas of the US 
for golf.

★ HIKING: Zion National 
Park, near St George, is 
an extremely popular 
hiking spot for locals and 
travellers alike.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ TEMPLE SQUARE: Utah’s 
most popular tourist 
attraction is the 
headquarters of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Salt 
Lake City, which contains 
more than 15 attractions 
related to Mormon 
heritage and beliefs.

★ GOLDEN SPIKE NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE: Located 
northwest of Brigham 
City, the Golden Spike 
was driven in 1869 to 
celebrate the completion 
of the country’s first 
transcontinental railroad.

★ DEZION GALLERY: This unique 
gallery in Springdale 
features local art, jewellery 
and photography inspired 
by the stunning southwest.

www.visitutah.com ✪

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

SNOW CANYON STATE PARK: Deep red canyons, twisted layers of rock, volcanic cones and sandstone formations make this park 
extremely unique. Only 14.5 kilometres north of St George, this landscape is millions of years old—and incredible to explore today.
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Golden Spike National 
Historic Site is a US 
National Historic Site 
located at Promontory 
Summit.

Salt Lake City is the most 
populated city in Utah.

Experience the beautiful landscape 
and historic buildings of Salt Lake 
City's Temple Square.
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NgTruly a four-seasons state, weather is no factor in finding a 

good time in Vermont. Many of the ski resorts that dot the Green 
Mountain State offer some sort of outdoor activity year-round, as 
do its many bodies of water and recreation trails.

VERmONT
THE GREEN mOUNTAiN STATE

wHAT'S ON
VERMONT WINE & HARVEST 
FESTIVAL: Savour and enjoy 
specialties from Vermont’s 

vintners, small specialty food 
producers and chefs in September 

in the Mount Snow Valley.

WASSAIL WEEKEND IN 
WOODSTOCK: Learn how Christmas 

was celebrated in a late 19th 
century Woodstock farmhouse. 

Linger in the cozy kitchen as 
treats are baked in the woodstove. 

December and January.

QUICHE HOT AIR BALLOON 
FESTIVAL: The skies over Quiche 
are full of hot air balloons each 

June. 

into extraordinary cider.

CITY LIGHTS 

★ MONTPELIER: Montpelier is 
the largest urban historic 
district in Vermont. Of 
all the exquisite historic 
buildings, the crown 
jewel is the impeccably 
restored State House, 
which is one of the oldest 
and best-preserved in the 
country.

★ BURLINGTON: Compact and 
beautiful, Burlington is 
home to a thriving arts 
scene, great shopping, 
three colleges and a 
university. It also offers a 
full range of four-season 
outdoor pursuits. 

GREAT OUTDOORS 

★ SNOWSHOEING: Snowshoeing 
is an easy way to enjoy the 
fields and forests. All you 
need are snow boots, a few 
layers of warm clothing 
and a daypack filled with 
snacks. 

★ BIKING: Vermont’s villages 
are spaced an easy 
pedaling-distance apart 
and the extensive network 
of lightly-trafficked, 
farm-to-market back 
roads provide a virtually 
inexhaustible supply of 
routes. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

★ SHELBURNE MUSEUM: 
Located in the scenic Lake 
Champlain Valley, more 
than 150,000 works are 
exhibited in a remarkable 
setting. 

★ COVERED BRIDGES: Vermont 
is home to more than 100 
covered bridges. Visiting 
the bridges will take you 
off the well-travelled 
highways and into the 
countryside. Quite a few 
of them have picturesque 
swimming holes adjacent 
to the bridge.

www.VermontVacation.com ✪

HILDENE: Located in Manchester, 
the Lincoln family home was 

built by Robert Todd Lincoln. The 
property is surrounded by rolling 

hills and spectacular gardens.

HiddEN GEm

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

BEN & JERRY’S ICE CREAM: The Ben 
& Jerry’s factory is located in 
Waterbury and it offers tours.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
VERmONT

MOUNTAIN TIME: The mountains are well known for offering up ‘Winter in its Original State’, boasting a legacy of firsts 
in skiing and snowboarding history, as well as touting a disproportionately high number of winter Olympians in residence.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ BEER: Vermont’s craft beer 
industry is booming with 
a whole new array of 
breweries and brew pubs.

★ VERMONT HARD CIDER: Not 
long ago, Vermont had 

only a handful of hard 
cider-makers. Now the 
state is home to the 
Vermont Cider Makers 
Association. Vermonters 
are rediscovering the 
traditions of heirloom cider 
apples and turning them 

STATE ON A PLATE
VERMONT MAPLE CREEMEE: 

Vermont’s signature dessert 
is produced with pure maple 
syrup. You can find Creemee 

stands in just about any 
community in the state.

& Jerry’s factory is located in 
Waterbury and it offers tours.

Kids play by the river in Stowe.

Autumn colours adorn a  
back road in Peacham.
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Located midway between New York and Florida, Virginia is 
the gateway to the south. A rapidly expanding craft beverage 
scene, award-winning culinary cuisine and a wealth of new 
attractions gives Virginia visitors a lot to love this year.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON: Native Virginian, Thomas Jefferson was a Founding Father and the principal author 
of the Declaration of Independence. Canadians can visit Jefferson's home, Monticello, in Charlottesville.

NATURAL BRIDGE: Cedar Creek 
has carved out a gorge in the 

mountainous limestone terrain, 
forming a natural arch 65-metres-
high with a span of 27 metres. It 
consists of horizontal limestone 

strata.

HiddEN GEm

wHAT'S ON
VIRGINIA CRAFT BEER MONTH: 

Embark on a beer trail or tour to 
celebrate Virginia’s Craft Beer 

Month. August.

EAST COAST SURFING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS: North America’s 
oldest-running surfing competition 
is held at Virginia Beach. It features 
over 100 of the world’s top surfers. 
The free event includes live music, 
volleyball, skateboarding, a five-

kilometre run along the oceanfront 
and a swimsuit competition.  

Late August.

CHINCOTEAGUE OYSTER FESTIVAL: 
This popular event includes an all-
you-can eat feast of oysters, clams 

and crab. October.

STATE
STAR

Virginia

COLONIAL USA: See the places that 
set the stage for revolutionary 

ideas at Colonial Williamsburg’s 
historic area.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
ViRGiNiA

WHAT’S NEW?

★ WINE ABOUT IT: Virginia has 
more than 275 wineries, 
all easily visited via 
dozens of wine trails 
surrounded by lavish 
scenery, quaint small 
towns and monumental 
historic sites.

★ GETTING AROUND: Washington 
Metrorail’s newest line has 
opened in Fairfax County, 
with five new stations 
located in Tysons Corner 
and Reston. The Silver Line 
offers more opportunities 
than ever before to have an 
accessible meeting, event 
or vacation in the national 

capital region.

CITY LIGHTS

★ WILLIAMSBURG: Bordered 
by James City County and 
York County, Williamsburg 
has a rich history. The 
main tourist attraction is 
Colonial Williamsburg, the 
restored historic area of 
the city.

★ BLACKSBURG: This city 
upholds its reputation as 
an outdoor adventurer’s 
paradise. Visit the Price 
House Nature Center or 
enjoy a short jaunt along 
the Shenandoah Bike Trail. 
Blacksburg is home to 
many art galleries, one-of-
a-kind boutiques and 
specialty stores.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ APPALACHIAN TRAIL: Each 
spring in Virginia, hiking-
lovers can experience the 
world's greatest hiking 
festival. Trail Days in 
Damascus (or Trail Town, 
USA) is a well-known 
Appalachian Trail hikers’ 
reunion and party for 
more than 20,000 hiking 
enthusiasts.

★ BEACHES: Virginia’s 
moderate climate makes 
for a long beach season. 
The action-packed Virginia 
Beach oceanfront is home 
to the longest boardwalk 
in the country, which is 
perfect for taking in the 
ocean views while biking 
or rollerblading.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG: 
Williamsburg is the 18th 
century capital of Virginia, 
with more than 500 
buildings restored to their 
original colonial splendour.

★ JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT: Visit 
the first permanent English 
settlement in America.

www.virginia.org ✪

ViRGiNiA
OLd dOmiNiON

LOVE: Giant LOVE artworks pop-up 
in many unexpected places across 
the state. Share your selfie with the 

hashtag #LOVEVA.

CAN’T miSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

STATE ON A PLATE
SEAFOOD: Virginia is the east 

coast’s number one state for 
production of aquaculture oysters 

and clams.

Oysters and wine: a match 
made in Virginia.

Virginia Beach boardwalk.
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wASHiNGTON
THE EVERGREEN STATE

Pike Place Market is one of the 
country’s oldest continuously-operated 

farmers’ markets, best known for its 
offering of fresh, regional seafood and 

beautiful flowers. 

CAPE FLATTERY: Cape Flattery lies 
within the Olympic National Park. 

Hikers can enjoy panoramic 
views of mountains and sea 

where the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
meets the Pacific Ocean.

HiddEN GEm

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

CHIHULY GARDEN AND GLASS: This exhibition showcases the most comprehensive collection of Washington-native Dale 
Chihuly’s artwork ever assembled.

wHAT'S ON
SEATTLE SEAFAIR: Seattle’s largest 

festival features community 
celebrations, parades and  

family-oriented entertainment.  
June 15 – August 21.

WASHINGTON STATE FAIR: This fair 
boasts nearly 100 carnival rides, 
a rodeo, musical concerts and 

more than 30 unique exhibitions. 
September 2 - 25.

LEAVENWORTH OKTOBERFEST: 
Pack your lederhosen and visit 
Washington’s little Bavaria for 

some family fun, plenty of beer and 
traditional German food and music. 
September 30 – October 1, October 

7 & 8 and October 14 & 15.

the western hemisphere.

★ SNOQUALMIE FALLS: Located 
near Fall City, Snoqualmie 
Falls is an 81-metre-
high waterfall on the 
Snoqualmie River.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ EXPERIENCE MUSIC PROJECT: 
The EMP Museum is 
dedicated to exploring 
creativity and innovation in 
American popular music, 
from rock 'n' roll to jazz, 
soul, gospel, country, blues, 
hip-hop, punk and pop 
culture.

★ WASHINGTON WINE COUNTRY: 
The state is home to 14 
American Viticulture Areas 
(AVA) and makes up the 
country’s second-largest 
premium wine producing 
region.

www.experiencewa.com ✪

WHAT’S NEW?

★ TAKE FLIGHT: The Museum 
of Flight’s $22 million 
Aviation Pavilion is 
now open. This open air 
structure exhibits more 
than 20 commercial and 
military airplanes.

★ EXPRESS WHALE WATCHING 
TOURS: Travel on a 
propeller-less hydrofoil to 
see orcas and humpback 
whales.

CITY LIGHTS

★ PIKE PLACE MARKET: One of 
the oldest continuously-
operated farmers’ markets 
in the US, Pike Place 
Market presides over a 
historic district in the heart 
of downtown Seattle. The 
market features fresh fish 
and produce stands, arts 
and crafts, ethnic groceries 

and gift stores, vintage 
clothing, antiques and 
collectibles and plenty of 
international restaurants, 
cafes and food bars.  

★ SPACE NEEDLE: Built as 
the centrepiece of the 
1962 Seattle World’s Fair, 
the Space Needle is the 
ever-futuristic icon of 
Seattle. The observation 
deck features indoor and 
outdoor 360-degree views 
of the Seattle skyline, Puget 
Sound and the Cascade 
and Olympic Mountains.  

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK & 
FOREST: Points of interest in 
this diverse region include 
La Push, one of the Pacific 
coast’s most popular 
beaches, and Quinault 
Rain Forest, one of three 
temperate rainforests in 

STATE ON A PLATE
OYSTERS: The state is home to all 
five major edible oyster species. 

Restaurants throughout the 
region allow visitors to shuck and 

slurp one the most traditional 
foods in the state.

STATE FERRIES: The Washington 
state ferry system is the largest 
in the US, carrying more than 23 

million passengers each year. Ferry 
routes offer panoramic views of the 

Seattle skyline and harbour.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
wASHiNGTON

With its rugged beaches, dense misty rainforests, awesome alpine peaks and high desert canyons 
carved by prehistoric floods, Washington truly is a spectacular state to behold. 
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GAULEY SEASON: On select days in September and October, a series of planned releases from the Summersville 
Dam result in the wild rapids known as Gauley Season. The rapids on the Upper Gauley range from Class IV to V.

DURBIN & GREENBRIER VALLEY 
RAILROAD: The Castaway Caboose 

delivers travellers to a peaceful 
riverside retreat deep in the 

mountains, where they spend the 
night in a fully-equipped caboose.

HiddEN GEm

wHAT'S ON
APPALACHIAN STRING BAND 
FESTIVAL: This mountaintop 

gathering of old-time musicians has 
attracted visitors from more than 20 
countries and nearly all 50 states. 

August 3 - 7.

WEST VIRGINIA ITALIAN HERITAGE 
FESTIVAL: Celebrate Clarksburg’s 

rich Italian heritage with food,  
live music and dancing.  

September 2 - 4.

MOUNTAIN STATE FOREST 
FESTIVAL: One of the state’s largest 

and oldest festivals, revellers 
celebrate the autumnal beauty of 

the mountains. October 1 - 9.

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

West Virginia

SLAW DOGS: To really experience 
life in West Virginia, you’ve got 

to get your paws on a traditional 
hot dog topped with chili sauce 

and coleslaw.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
wEST ViRGiNiA

WHAT’S NEW?

ADVENTURE PARK: Located 
near Grand Vue Park in 
Moundsville, this new 
attraction entices visitors 
with a zipline canopy 

tour, aerial rope course, 
rappelling wall and 
climbing tower.

WINE & SPIRITS GUIDE: A 
new free visitors’ guide 
highlights all of West 

Virginia’s wineries and 
distilleries.

CITY LIGHTS

CHARLESTON: West Virginia’s 
capital city is a cultural 
hub, from the West 
Virginia State Museum 
at the state capitol to the 
Clay Center for the Arts 
and Sciences.

PARKERSBURG: Rich in history 
and charm, Parkersburg’s 
highlights include the 
Victorian Julia-Ann 
Square Historic District, 
Blennerhassett Island 
Historical State Park, 
Blennerhassett Museum 
of Regional History and 
the Oil and Gas Museum.

GREAT OUTDOORS

WHITEWATER RAFTING: West 
Virginia’s whitewater is 
world renowned. Rapids 
range from gentle Class II 
to a rollicking Class V+.

SCUBA DIVING: Summersville 
Lake’s warm, clear 
waters have earned it the 
nickname of the ‘Little 
Bahamas of the East’. It 
has become a popular 
attraction for scuba divers 
due to its good visibility.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

CIVIL WAR TRAILS: As the only 
state born of the American 
Civil War, West Virginia’s 
connections to its roots 
can still be experienced at 
historic battlefields, forts, 
buildings and cemeteries.

HISTORIC THEATRE TRAIL: The 
theatres of West Virginia 
boast a rich and storied 
history dating back 150 
years. From drive-in movie 
theatres to old Vaudeville 
theatres and music halls, 
these venues provide a 
variety of entertainment 
options with historic 
architecture.

www.gotowv.com ✪

Wild, wonderful West Virginia is known for its rugged beauty, its 
winding mountain roads and the charming towns that are adorned 
with art galleries, shops and farm-to-table restaurants. An outdoor 
lover’s paradise, it also offers some of the best skiing, whitewater 
rafting and mountain biking in the east.

wEST ViRGiNiA
THE mOUNTAiN STATE

BLACKWATER FALLS: Take an awe-
inspiring selfie in front of one of 
West Virginia’s most beautiful 

natural wonders from one of several 
viewing platforms that protrude off 

the main walkway.

CAN’T miSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

The Hatfield McCoy Trails cover 
hundreds of miles of off-road trails. 

STATE ON A PLATE
RAINBOW TROUT: West Virginia’s clear 
mountain rivers are sought after for 
their excellent trout fishing. You’ll 
find fresh rainbow trout at many 

restaurants that specialize in farm-
to-table dining. West Virginia’s 

highest waterfall at 
Blackwater Falls is a 
great place to snap 
a selfie. 



JULY 2016  CT/AmeriCA yours To disCover80   

With woodlands, prairies, farmland and cities, Wisconsin provides 
a backdrop of adventure, relaxation and fun. You’ll find small 
towns, rustic roads, two Great Lakes and vivacious urban settings. 
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wiSCONSiN
THE BAdGER STATE

Sea kayaking around  
the Apostle Islands.

wHAT'S ON
EAAA AIRVENTURE: The largest 

aviation event in the world draws 
more than 500,000 people 

from more than 60 countries to 
celebrate aviation and watch 

thrilling shows in the sky.  
July 25 – 31 in Oshkosh.

OLD WORLD CHRISTMAS MARKET: 
Browse wooden stalls for authentic 

gifts, toys and ornaments at this 
recreation of a traditional German 

holiday street market in Elkhart 
Lake. December 2 – 11.

AMERICAN BIRKEBEINER: Located 
near Hayward and Cable, the 

Birkie is the largest cross-country 
skiing race in North America. 
Cable/Hayward, February 25.

County. With more than 
240 species of visiting birds, 
it is a birder’s dream-come-
true.

★ ICE AGE NATIONAL TRAIL: This 
1,931-kilometre trail is 
widely regarded as one of 
the country’s best hiking 
trails, providing fabulous 
views across a wide array 
of terrain.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ HARLEY-DAVIDSON MUSEUM: 
Learn about the history 
of the Harley-Davidson 
Motor Company where 
it all began. See classic 
motorcycles, artifacts and 
changing exhibits in the 
heart of Milwaukee.

★ LAMBEAU FIELD: Learn about 
more than eight decades 
of riveting NFL football 
history at the new Green 
Bay Packers Hall of Fame 
at Lambeau Field in Green 
Bay.

www.travelwisconsin.com ✪

GREAT RIVER ROAD: The Wisconsin 
Great River Road is the state’s 

only designated National Scenic 
Byway. The road runs along the 

Mississippi River and winds 
through 33 river towns.

HiddEN GEm

SUPPER CLUBS: On weekends, diners 
will wait in line more than an hour 
at their favourite supper club to 

order a fish fry or juicy steak with a 
Brandy Old Fashioned cocktail.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
wiSCONSiN

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT: Widely regarded as the greatest architect to have worked in the US, Frank Lloyd Wright 
hailed from Spring Green, where his home and studio complex, Taliesin, remains open to the public.

Wisconsin

WHAT’S NEW?

★ HORICON MARSH EXPLORIUM: 
Explore the Horicon 
Marsh: an extinct glacial 
lake, the largest freshwater 
cattail marsh in the US and 
a national wildlife refuge.

★ TRAIL BLAZER: The new Frank 
Lloyd Wright Trail takes 
travellers on a self-guided 
architectural adventure 
through nine counties in 
southern Wisconsin.

CITY LIGHTS

★ MILWAUKEE: Beautiful 
waterfront views 
along Lake Michigan 
complement the city’s rich 
beer brewing heritage, 

powerhouse arts scene, 
big-city attractions, 
revitalized historic districts 
and vibrant culinary scene.

★ GREEN BAY: Wisconsin’s 
oldest city is named after 
the Green Bay Packers 
football team. While in 
town, visit the National 
Railroad Museum, Bay 
Beach Amusement Park 
and Lambeau Field, the 
legendary home of the 
Packers.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ APOSTLE ISLANDS: The 
Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore encompasses 21 
islands in Lake Superior 
just off the tip of Bayfield 

BRONZE FONZE: Snap a selfie with 
the statue that pays homage to 
Arthur Fonzarelli (aka Fonzie), 

the tough-guy king-of-cool from 
Happy Days, the popular sitcom 

set in 1950s’ Milwaukee.

CAN’T miSS  
SELFiE SPOT 

STATE ON A PLATE
CHEESE CURDS: Fresh and squeaky 
or deep fried with dipping sauce, 
this bite-sized food is a staple on 

menus across the state.

STATE
STAR

Exploring Cave of the 
Mounds in Blue Mounds.

Cheese curds at Carr Valley 
Cheese Company, Sauk City.

Wings Open at Milwaukee 
Art Museum.
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Wyoming

Wyoming is a place where your own true grit is matched by the 
landscape that surrounds you. It’s where the untamed spirit of the 
west and majestic natural beauty open your mind and invigorate 
your sense of adventure. Take the kids camping in Yellowstone, 
visit a rodeo or conquer a mountain climb.
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THE EQUALiTy STATE

CATCH THE NIGHT SHIFT TOUR: 
This is a lantern tour of the historic 

Carissa Mill and Gold Mine in 
South Pass City. Held in June and 

August, you will enjoy a guided 
tour and Scotch-tasting while 

learning about South Pass City’s 
rich history. 

CAMECO COWBOY TOUGH 
ADVENTURE RACE: This July race 
from Buffalo to Casper includes 
trekking, mountain biking, road 

biking, flatwater paddling, Class III 
water navigation, ropes and team 

challenges. 

wHAT'S ON

wide-open spaces.

★ CHEYENNE: Cheyenne 
had rough and tumble 
beginnings in 1867, when 
the population consisted 
of 600 construction 
workers, entrepreneurs 
and camp followers of 
“dubious character and 
rowdy habit”. Today it 
may still have residents 
of “rowdy habit”, but you 
will find the majority of 
Cheyennites to be friendly, 
welcoming and helpful.

GREAT OUTDOORS

★ YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK: 
With its incomparable 
combination of natural 
beauty, rugged wilderness, 
majestic peaks and 
abundant wildlife, 
Yellowstone is home 
to the world’s largest 
concentration of geysers 
and thermal features. 
The iconic spots – Old 
Faithful, Lower Falls and 
Yellowstone Lake, may feel 
familiar from paintings 
and photographs, but 
seeing them in person is a 
humbling experience.

★ SNAKE RIVER: Go whitewater 
rafting on the Snake River 
with its stunning canyon 
scenery, calm stretches and 
the two biggest waves on 
the river: ‘Big Kahuna’ and 
‘Lunchcounter’.

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS

★ FIRST NATIONS CULTURE: A big 
part of Wyoming’s history, 
First Nations culture 
lives at the Wind River 
Indian Reservation or at 
one of the region’s many 
powwows. 

★ COWBOY CULTURE: Cowboy 
culture is still alive and 
well. Take in one of the 
many rodeos or visit a 
dude ranch to get in touch 
with your inner-cowboy.

www.wyomingtourism.org ✪

mUST 
NOT  
miSS

DUDE RANCHES: An integral part of 
the Wyoming landscape for over 
100 years, dude ranches are now 

in high demand from travellers 
searching for a nostalgic frontier 
experience. Whether you want 
to meander through sweeping 
landscapes on horseback or 
try your hand at roping cattle, 

Wyoming’s dude ranches offer an 
authentic western experience for 

every comfort level.

IT DOESN'T gET MORE

ThAN...
wyOmiNG

NATIONAL PARKS AND MONUMENTS: Take a trip to Yellowstone National Park, check out the 
nearby Grand Teton National Park and don’t miss Devils Tower, the US’s first National Monument.

WHAT’S NEW? 

★ YELLOWSTONE ACCOLADE: 
Lonely Planet named 
Yellowstone National Park 
the number three travel 
destination in the US this 
year. 

★ ADVENTURE TREK: Walk in 
the footsteps of the men 
and women who played 
a large role in US history 
on the Adventure Trek in 
Wind River Country. The 
Fremont County Pioneer 
Museum, the Dubois 
Museum-Wind River 
Historical Center and the 

Riverton Museum have 
come together and are 
offering an Adventure 
Trek series that focuses on 
the stories and characters 
unique to Wyoming’s Wind 
River Country. 

CITY LIGHTS 

★ SHERIDAN: Historic 
downtown doors swing 
wide open to extend 
hospitality as legendary 
as the icons and outlaws 
that once roamed these 
parts, while fabled history 
and dramatic mountain 
vistas meet the serenity of 

WYOMING DINOSAUR MUSEUM: In 
the Hall of Dinosaurs you’ll find 
the only Archaeopteryx in North 

America—and he’s called ‘Jimbo’.

HiddEN GEm

CHOCOLATES: Meeteetse bronc 
rider Tim Kellogg initially started 
selling homemade chocolates to 
fund a new saddle, but his sweet 
concoctions were so popular that 
Meeteetse Chocolatier became 
a full-time endeavor. Take home 
Champagne truffles, ancho-chili 
and lime chocolates or a Bronc 

Bar Tablette, a dark-chocolate bar 
loaded with candied ginger, dried 
cranberries, cherries and salted 

pumpkin seeds.

STATE ON A PLATE

See bison in the wild at 
Yellowstone National Park. 
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#BLOWTHEIRMINDS!

From under the WEEPING ROCK 
Utah’s Zion National Park
From under the WEEPING ROCK 

VisitStGeorge.com

ST PETE/CLEARwATER  
STRikES A POSE ON OUR FRONT COVER
Here are 10 good reasons why you’re sure to fall head over 
heels with this issue’s cover star, St Pete/Clearwater…

1. 
IT’S ALWAYS SUNNY: St Pete/
Clearwater holds the 
Guinness World Record 
for the most consecutive 
days of sunshine in the US, 
having clocked up some 768 
beautiful days in 1967 and 
1968. 

2.  
IT’S A WINNER: The beaches 
of St Pete/Clearwater have 
won more awards from top 
publications and beach 
experts than any other 
beaches in Florida. 

3.  
IT’S SATISFYING: The Rolling 
Stones wrote their smash-hit 
(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction 
in a hotel room in St Pete/
Clearwater. 

4.  
IT’S LOUD AND PROUD: The 
annual St Pete/Clearwater 
Pride celebration is the 
largest LGBT event in the 
south—and one of the 
largest in the US—with 
120,000 attendees. 

5. 
IT SAVES DOLPHINS: The film 
Dolphin Tale was inspired by 
Winter, a female bottlenose 
dolphin who was rescued 
in December 2005 off the 
Florida coast and taken in 
by the Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium. 

6. 
IT HAS THE BEST PARK: For the 
past six years, Honeymoon 

Island has been Florida’s 
most-visited state park. 

7. 
IT’S PEACEFUL: Fort De Soto 
was built for the Spanish-
American War, however it 
was finished after the war 
ended and it never fired a 
hostile shot. 

8. 
IT HAS A PROUD AVIATION 
HISTORY: St Pete/Clearwater 
was the departure point of 
the first ever commercial 
aviation flight, which took 
place on January 1 1914 from 
St Pete/Clearwater to Tampa. 
You can see replicas of the 
plane at the St Petersburg 
Museum of History and 
at the St Petersburg/
Clearwater International 
Airport (PIE). 

9. 
IT’S INVENTIVE: St Pete/
Clearwater is the home 
of the latest craze: Land 
Paddling. The idea is 
simple—it's a land-based 
version of stand-up 
paddling, but instead of a 
paddleboard and oar, you 
use an elongated skateboard 
and a long stick with a 
rubber plunger on the end. 

10. 
IT LIKES TO CRACK OPEN A COOL 
ONE: St Pete/Clearwater is 
home to 10 craft breweries, 
from the oldest brewery in 
the state (Dunedin Brewery) 
to the latest nano-brewery 
(Pegs). ✪

Cover Star
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Authentic 
TO THE SHORE.

You can’t just plop your beach chairs down any old way on Daytona Beach. You have 

to make sure you have a primo view of America’s famous stretch of sun-soaked glory. 

And with so many vacation wonders in Volusia County, there’s plenty to feast your eyes 

on. Visit belly-fl op worthy Blue Springs Park at West Volusia - Deland. Or venture to the 

artistic community of New Smyrna Beach. Whatever your interest, soak it all in, because 

everything you feel is real on the Original American Beach. 




